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Israeli gunships attack Hizbollahis 

RASHAYA, Lebanon (AP) — Authorities said Israeli helicopter 
gumhips Masted bases of resistance fighters the Bekaa Valley Saturday. 
Police said two Cobra helicopters staged the attack at 6-JO a_m. (0430 
GMT), strafing and rocketing positions of the Shiite Muslim HizboOah 
(Party of God) around the village of Qalia for more t ha n an boor. The 
Israeli military command denied the incident occuretL.lt would be the first 
Israeli attack in Lebanon this year. No casualties were reported from the 
rare attack in Syri&n-po&ccd territory jost two Idiometres north of Israel's 
self -proclaimed “security zone” in South Lebanon. Police said the raid 
came after guerrillas attacked an Israeli patrol in the village of Kawkaba 
just across die fine of the “security zone" Friday night, touchin g off a 
15-minute firefigbt. A pofice spokesman said Israeli gunners retaliated by 
an artillery barrage on the Beleaa Villages of Zdaya, Qalia and ‘Ain A1 
Tineh shortly before the air strike. 
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‘Iran lost Si trillion In war with Iraq’ 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran lost one trillion dollars during the 1980-88 Gulf war 
with Iraq, Ir anian President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
Saturday. Rafsanjani told a conference on reconst r uction that hundreds of 
villages and towns had been completely destroyed in tbe war. “The 
devastation was so extensive that even to us the figures seem exaggerated. 
These figures are astronomical and hard to imagine for a developing 
country. The direct and indirect losses total $600 billion and if we consider 
other expenses it amounts to one trillion," Rafsanjani said in remarks 
carried by the National news agency IRNA. Rafsanjani said IS Iranian 
towns and 1,200 villages had been destroyed, including the southern port 
dries of Abadan and Khorramshahr, among the most prosperous dries 
before the war. He pinned the blame for some of the destruction on 
western countries which he said had helped Iraq- Iran and Iraq ended the 
fighting in 1988 but fill] peace was achieved only after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
Aug. 2. 
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Saddam speech 
today 

NICOSIA (AP) — A Pan-Arab 
speech by Iraqi President SaHHam 

- Hussein will be televised Sunday 

- morning over Iraqi radio and 
television, the Iraqi News Agency 
reported Saturday night. The 
speech, broadcast at 1100 GMT 
(0800 local time) will mark the 

- 70th anniversary of the establish- 
ment of the Iraqi army. 

Anti-war activists 
call for volunteers 

LONDON (AP) — Anti-war 
campaigners called Saturday for 
more volunteers in the next 10 
days to join those already in a 
peace camp on tbe border be- 
tween Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 
I Members of the London-based 
I Gulf Peace Team told reporters 
that they were asking vlunteers 
to join the camp before Jan. 15. 
“That is the day which may 
decide the future of the world,” 
Buddhist monk Junsei Terasin, 
40, said at a news conference. 
Fifteen anti-war activists were to 
fly to die Gulf from Britain next 
week to join about 31 other 
people atredy camped on die 
border about 160 kilometres 
from Kuwait City and 430 
kilometres from Baghdad. 

Mugabe holds 
Gulf crisis talks 

HARARE (R) — Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe, 
whose country joined the U.N. 
Security Council on Jan. 1, starts 
a 10-day tour of three West 
African states Sunday with the 
Gulf crisis a top issuefor a 
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chairman of die 102-nation Non- 
Aligned Movement, will pgr 
state visits to Nigeria, Ghana 
and Senegal ahead of the Jan. 15 
, U.N. deadline for Iraq to leave 
< Kuwait. “The president will 
sound out the opinions of his 
colleagues on the situation in the 
Middle East,” an official said. 
Mugabe, who become Zim- 
babe’s first premier on inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1980 
and president in 1987, backs 
UN. measures against Iraq but 
says impartial, non-aligned 
states would be better placed to 
negotiate peace than Arab coun- 
tries or the United States. 

Kahane suspect 
given time to 
ponder 

NEW YORK (R) — Lawyers 
for the accused assassin of ex- 
tremist Israeli rabbi Meir 
Kahane say they may ask their 
client to plead not guilty by 
reason of insanity. A Manhattan 
judge gave the lawyers and sus- 
pect AJ Sayyid Nosair 10 days to 
make the decision. Nosair’s 
family told police shortly after 
he was arrested for the assassina- 
tion last November that Nosair 
was tinder psychiatric care and 
taking Prozac, an anti- 
depressant drug which some 
people claim can cause violent 
behaviour. 

. Iraqi Christiana hold 
i prayer for peace 

;; BAGHDAD (AP) — 
Thousands of Iraqi Christians 
held a day of prayer for peace 
Saturday. “Lord we pray for 
peace and forgiveness to be 
achieved on earth,” said Bishop 
Ishu Sihwa in a sermon to some 
' 500 people at the Virgin Mary 

’ Church in downtown 

< ' Baghdad. Tbe Chakfian Church, 

; an - offshoot of the Roman 
Catholic Church, is the largest of 
Iraq’s Christian groups. 

Teresa begs Bush, 

' Saddam to avert war 


CALCUTTA (R) — Mother 
Teresa, the 1979 Nobel Peace 
’ prize winner, made an emotional 
; appeal Saturday to U-S. Presi- 
dot. George Bush and Iraqi 
; leader Saddam Hussein to avert 
■* a Gulf war. “I come to yon with 
,r tears and God’s love to plead for 
V die poor and those win become 
' V ’ poor if tbe war we all dread 

■;;v happens,” the 80 -year-old Ro- 

man Catholic nun said in a 
-•''y: statement. A war would leave 
many widowed, orphaned and 
^ disabled, she add. “I prayed on 
- • bended knees to save them . The 
: c whole^worid is praying that you 

' win open your hearts in love.” 




Round-table conference 
calls for special U.N. 

fund to help Jordan 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A conference of 
senior statesmen and interna- 
tional experts ended here Satur- 
day with a call to establish a 
long-term fond to foster stability 
and security in the Middle East 
as well as an interim fund to belp 
Jordan cope with the emergency 
situation that would ensue in the 
event of a military conflict in the 
Gulf. 

Announcing the recommenda- 
tions of the one-day round-table 
conference, former Turkish 
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit 
and several other participants 
severely criticised the failure of 
tbe international community to 
reimburse .Jordan, which spent 
S55 millio n in assisting evacuees 
from Kuwait following the Iraqi 
invasion in August. The King- 
dom has received only $12 mil- 
lion towards its expenses. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, who had called 
the conference, said the gather- 
ing strongly supported the idea 
of setting op an Interim United 
Nations fund to help Jordan, 
particularly in view of the possi- 
bility that the Kingdom would 
have to host over two million 
refugees fleeing die war theatre 


if a mili tary conflict erupted in 
the Golf. 

The central theme that stood 
out throughout tbe delibera- 
tions, as indicated by most parti- 


cipants, was dear: While there is 
an obvious zeal and enthusiasm 
in the American-led military 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan’s ‘terra media’ 
posture is threatened 


Following is the full text of a 
statement issued by IBs Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san on Dec. 18 calling for a 
meeting of eminent persons to 
meet to discuss the impact of 
the Gulf crisis. 

“Over tbe years since 1967 we 
have, in our attempts to achieve 
socio-economic development in 
Jordan, tried to deal with politics 
on the assumption that people 
matter. Such a course has not 
been easy and has, in many inst- 
ances. placed us under extreme 
press ure s. However, today, as we 
look at the decade ahead, our 
responsibilities to the emerging 
Arab order transcend oar purely 
national dimension. By definition, 
many of these responsibilities are 
trans-national in their essence. 

“It is therefore timely to invite a 
small group of eminent individuals 
to examine these issues trans- 
national^. The demographic 
pressures, whether from die East 


(Kuwait-Iraq) or the West (the 
West Bank-Gaza), have to be 
tackled creatively to avoid human 
tragedies that can dwarf those of 
1948 and 1967. Whether relating 
to evacuees or refugees, an objec- 
tive assessment is needed im- 
mediately. Tbe Iraq-Kuwait crisis 
and the deteriorating situation in 
the occupied territories are thre- 
atening to destabilise Jordan's tra- 
ditional posture of a ‘terra media’ 
in the midst of the different hot- 
spots of tbe Middle East. 

“The United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission in West- 
ern Asia, in its study issued in 
November 1990 on tbe impact of 
the Gulf crisis on the Jordanian 
economy, has concluded that" the 
response of the international com- 
munity to Jordan's drastic needs 
for assistance has been negligible. 
Jordan has fully cooperated with 
the United Nations in the execu- 
tion of Security Council Resolu- 

(Continned on page 3) 



BGs Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan, along 
with international participants in a conference on 
the impact of the Golf crisis, addresses a press 


conference to aimiwmee the outcome of the round- 
table meeting (Photo by Yousef A1 'Allan) 


12-year-old shot dead near 
Nablus; 14 wounded in Gaza 


evacuate 

Mogadishu 

NAIROBI (AP) — Italy and the 
United States on Saturday began 
evacuating foreigners from 
Somalia's war-torn capital of 
Mogadishu, where as many as 
1,500 people have died in a week 
of anti-government fighting. 

Italian Foreign Minister Gian- 
ni de Michelis said two Italian 
cargo planes left Nairobi at 1:30 
p.m. (1030 GMT) to pick up 190 
Italians and 70 other foreigners, 
including French, Germans, 
Soviets and Ethiopians. 

Meanwhile, U.S. helicopters 
flew from an aircraft carrier to 
evacuate 60 to 70 people 
gathered at the U.S. embassy 
compound in tbe seaside capital, 
the Italian official said at a news 
conference in Rome. 

An estimated 500 foreigners 
have been stuck in Mogadishu 
once the fighting erupted Dec. 
30. 

The fighting pits rebels intent 
on overthrowing President 
Mohammad Siad Barre against 
government troops. The rebel 
United Somali Congress (USC) 
accuses Siad Barre of atrocities 


and demands that he either sur- 
render or leave the country of 
eight million which he has ruled 
since staging a bloodless coup in 
1969. 

A rebel spokesman estimated 
Saturday as many as 1,500 peo- 
ple bad been killed in tbe war- 
fare and three times that many 
wounded. 

Foreign governments pre- 
viously insisted on a -halt to tbe 
fighting before any rescue oepra- 
tion; tbe rebels said they would 
abide by a temporary truce to 
allow for tbe evacuation. 


War will not be 
limited — Ramadan 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Ira- 
qi Deputy Prime Minister Taha 
Yassin Ramadan warned Satur- 
day that war in the Gulf would 
extend to other Arab and Isla- 
mic countries if the United 
States attacked Iraq. 

“If the direct aggression is 
launched against Iraq, tbe Arab 
and Islamic arena will be one 
operation theater,” Ramadan 
was quoted as saying by an Iraqi 
newspaper. 

Ramadan said U.S. adminis- 
tration wfll push tbe whole world 
into a catastrophe if it leads 
multinational forces in an attack 
against Iraq. 

He also accused the United 
States of preparing for the war 
because it wants to control Gulf 
oil and not to restore the ex- 
Kuwaiti royal family. 

Bnt he said the Iraqis wiD fight 
if attacked. 

“The confrontation has re- 
vealed that the U.S. administra- 
tion does not want to defend the 
corrupt family, but it wants to 
control and plunder our 
wealth," Ramadan said. 

“It is our duty that we should 
defend our land and our wealth 
— and we will fight those who 
want to plunder it,” Ramadan 
said. 

Iraq threatened Friday to re- 
taliate for Britain’s expulsion of 
eight Iraqi embassy staff and 67 
private citizens. 

“Iraq denounces this unjusti- 
fied step and considers it part of 
a series of measures reflecting 
aggression and hated colonial 
mentality," a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

“Iraq reserves the right to 
retaliate and adopt appropriate 
measures in due course,” the 


spokesman said in a statement 
carried by INA. 

He did not elaborate but the 
statement raised the prospect of 
tit-for-tat ejections. Britain has a 
skeleton staff of six diplomats in 
the Iraqi capital. 

The expelled Iraqi embassy 
staff flew to Jordan Friday. 

One of them, Press Counsel- 
lor Naiel Hassan, told reporters 
in Amman they numbered only 
six because two of the eight 
ordered out by Britain had 
already been at home in Iraq. 

Hassan told reporters in Am- 
man that “if there is any war 
.against Iraq I am sure there are 
so many Arabs and Muslims in 
Western countries and of course 
they are going to attack targets 
there.” 

But he said the reasons given 
by Britain for the expulsions 
were false. “They claim we are 
spreading terrorism and two of 
the diplomats they are accusing 
have been in Baghdad for over 
two months,” Hassan said. 

Britain, which said the Iraqis 
were expelled because of public 
threats linked to the Gulf crisis, 
gave the other Iraqis another 
week to leave. 

Iraq’s Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammad Saeed AJ Sbafah 
Friday reiterated Baghdad’s 
threat to attack Israel with che- 
mical weapons if war breaks out 
in the Gulf, according to the 
Iranian news agency IRNA. 

“We consider Israel as an im- 
portant factor of the American 
aggressive machine. If war be- 
gins we would definitely attack 
Israel with binary chemical 
weapons,” Sbafah was quoted as 

(Continued on page 5) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops 
opened fire on Palestinian pro- 
testers in an occupied West 
Bank refugee camp Saturday, 
killing a 12-year-old boy, Arab 
reports said. 

Palestinian journalists identi- 
fied the boy as Wahel Shubaki, 
saying he died en route to a 
hospital after being shot in the 
head in a clash at the Fara 
refugee camp near Nablus, the 
West Bank’s largest city. 

A demonstration also erupted 
Saturday at jhe Jabaliya refugee 
camp' in tne occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

Officials at the Ahli and Shifa 
hospitals in Gaza City said they 
treated 14 wounded Palestinians 
who were shot with live bullets 


and rubber-coated metal pellets, 
including a four-year-old girl in- 
jured in both legs. Israel Radio, 
however, put the number of 
wounded at eight. 

The Radio linked the incident 
in Jabaliya to Friday night's 
funeral of Mohammad Qatana- 
ni, 30, a bus driver from Jaba- 
liya. 

Qatanani was shot to death by 
an Israeli reserve soldier Friday 
after he swerved his bus into an 
army officer’s car near Gaza, 
killing a woman passenger and 
injuring four .others. Police said 
it was probable that Qatanani 
acted out of nationalist motives. 

Shubaki’s death brought to 
793 the number of Palestinians 
killed by Israeli soldiers or civi- 
lians during the three-year upris- 


ing, according to an AP count. 

An additional 325 Palestinians 
have been slain by fellow Arabs 
on suspicion of being pro-Israeli 
collaborators. Fifty-seven 
Israelis also have died in the 
violence, the AP said. 

Witnesses in the Gaza Strip 
said clashes in Jabal'ya, where 
six Palestinians were wounded 
Friday, resumed Saturday when 
youths began stoning soldiers. 

Among the wounded treated 
by a local clinic and a hospital 
were a four-year-old girl shot in 
tbe leg and a 60-year-old woman 
hit in the hand, Palestinians said. 

Cashes between demonstra- 
tors and troops were reported 
from several West Bank centres, 
including Hebron, Jenin and 
Ramallah. 


Aziz 
invites 
EC envoys 
to Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq Satur- 
day declined an offer of talks in 
Luxembourg next week with 
European Community (EC) 
foreign ministers, but invited EC 
envoys to Baghdad, the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) said. 

It quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying that Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz sent his 
apologies for not acceptiang the 
invitation. 

The talks were to have been 
held in Luxembourg Jan. 10, tbe 
day after Aziz is scheduled to 
meet U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker in Geneva. 

Tbe spokesman noted that the 
EC withdrew an offer of talks 
last month when Washington 
and Baghdad failed to agree on 
dates for a meeting between 
them. 

He said Aziz told Luxem- 
bourg Foreign Minister Jacques 
Poos that, in Iraq’s view, such 
behaviour was “inappropriate 
and harmed the principles of 
dealings between countries.” 

“If the European ’troika' 
wishes (to conduct) a dialogue 
with Iraq then we welcome its 
visit to Baghdad.” 

“We express our great appre- 
ciation to European public opin- 
ion and the European people, 
but we resent the submissive 
policies pursued by certain 
European govenments towards 
the aggressive and haughty 
American policies.” 

“These governments should 
realise that he who wants to talk 
to Iraq should visit Baghdad and 
talk directly to officials there.” 


Bush vows no secret 
diplomacy with Iraq 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush said 
Saturday the United States 
would not engage in secret di- 
plomacy with Iraq at next week’s 
talks in Geneva and would stress 
U.S. determination that Iraqi 
forces leave Kuwait or “face the 
terrible consequences." 

In a radio address broadcast in 
the United States, Bush tried to 
justify sending Americans into a 
faraway war, saying it may be 
necessary to defend the “new 
order” in the post-cold war era. 
He promised any conflict would 
not be a long one like Vietnam. 

“At stake is not simply some 
distant country called Kuwait. 
At stake is the kind of world we 
will inhabit,” he said. 

Even as he laid the psycholo- 
gical groundwork for war, he 
was preparing to send Secretary ■ 
of State James Baker to talks in 
what he says will be a final 
chance for peace in the Gulf. 

Baker departs Sunday to con- 
sult Gulf allies. In Geneva 
Wednesday he is to meet Iraqi 
Foreign Munster Tareq Aziz in 
the first high-level direct talks 
between the two nations since 
Iraq invaded Kuwait on Ang. 2. 

“This will not be secret di- 
plomacy at work,” Bush said. 
“Secretary Baker will restate, in 
person, a message for (Iraqi 
leader) Saddam Hussein: With- 
draw from Kuwait uncon- 
ditionally and immediately or 
face the terrible consequences.” 


Bush had talks and lunch 
Saturday with U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
at the presidential Camp David 
retreat in Maryland, near 
Washington. 

The meeting suggested a pos- 
sible new U.N. attempt for 
peace. Perez de Cuellar has said 
he is working backstage on an 
initiative. 

Perez de Cuellar said be wants 
world leaders to work diplomati- 
cally before the U.N.-imposed 
Jan. 15 deadline for Iraq to 
withdraw. 

Bush has said he saw no need 
for further U.N. action, but was 
anxious to bear what Perez de 
Cuellar might have to say on 
new peace initiatives. 

Iraqi Ambassador Abdul 
Amir Al Anbari, who spoke to 
the secretary-gen e ral Friday as 
Baghdad announced it was 
accepting Washington’s offer for 
talks, said Perez de Cuellar was 
“waiting and assessing.” 

He does not want to have a big 
crowd in the kitchen,” he added. 

Anbari said he told the 
secretary-general that any U.S.- 
Iraqi dialogue had to be compre- 
hensive and include the fate of 
the Palestinians. 

He said Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat had done every- 
thing the United States had re- 
quested in order to have a dia- 
logue. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordanian political group urges independent EC role 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A coali- 
tion of Jordanian political 
activists has called on the 
European Community (EC) to 
adopt an independent 
approach to the Gulf crisis in 
consideration of the historical 
and political relations between 
Europe and the Arab world. 

In a message sent to the EC, 
the Jordanian Democratic 
National Alliance (JANDA) 
called on the community to 
avert a “war between the West 
led by the U.S. and the Arab 
Nation led fey Iraq.” 

Following is the full text of 
the message: 

“The Jordanian Democratic- 
National Alliance (JANDA), 
comprising national and prog- 


ressive parties, independent 
politicians and members of 
Parliament, would like to 
appeal to the European Com- 
munity (EC) to take an inde- 
pendent leading role in pre- 
venting war between the West 
led by the United States and 
the Arab Nation led by Iraq. 

“In view of tbe strong his- 
torical and political relations 

and the mutual economic and 
regional security between 
Europe and the Arab World, 
it is imperative to promote 

g ranine cooperation over the 
ulf crisis for achieving a 
peaceful solution. The Euro- 
peans and the Arabs share the 
shores of one sea, and have 
vital present and future econo- 


mic and strategic security in- 
terests: The Arab land forms 
the southern flank of Europe 
and Europe in its turn forms 
the northern flank of the Arab 
land 

“We also would like to 
point oat the obvious facts 
about the American double ■ 
standard regarding the long 
Israeli occupation of Pales- 
tine, the unreserved American 
alliance with the expansionist 
and repressive regime of 
Israel, and the American 
ulterior objective to gain con- 
trol over Arab oil reserves and 
consequently dominate the fu- 
ture economic security of both 
Europe and the Arab Nation. 


“Tbe American adminisra- 
tion is leading the world to a 
devastating war, and the 
Europeans are called upon to 
stop the disaster, promote a 
peaceful solution, and pave 
the way for an Arab- Arab 
dialogue as stipulated in the 
text of Security Council Re- 
solution 660 dated 2/8/1990. 

“The United States concen- 
trates only on the first opera- 
tive paragraph of Resolution 
660 relating to Iraqi withdraw- 
al from Kuwait, while suppres- 
sing all through the second 
.operative paragraph of the 
same resolution calling for a 
negotiated settlement of the 
dispute between Iraq and 


Kuwait, which should be im- 
plemented simultaneously 
with the first operative para- 
graph. 

“Taking into consideration 
that the Arabs form one di- 
vided nation, separated by 
borders which are the creation 
of the colonial era, particular- 
ly in the case of Iraq and 
Kuwait, concentration should 
be on achieving a peaceful 
solution to tbe dispute, which 
is actually an internal Arab 
dispute over borders, oil poli- 
cies and financial matters.” 

The message was signed by 
Lower House member Fans 
Suleiman Nabulsi an behalf of 
JANDA. 


Saddam, Vauzelle 
hold extended talks 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Michel Vauzelle, president of 
the French National Assembly’s 
foreign affairs commission, met 
with Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein for four and a half hours 
here Saturday in talks to avert a 
Gulf war. 

“I have come here to listen 
and I must say that I learned a 
lot about the situation from 
President Saddam Hussein,” 
Vauzelle told reporters after the 
meeting. 

“I am not optimistic but neith- 
er am I pessimistic,’’ he said. “I 
hope everything will soon be 
over.” 

A French diplomat, who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity, said Vauzelle met with Sad- 
dam to receive answers to ques- 
tions he had earlier submitted to 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz. 

No details were available on 
the substance of tbe talks. 

Vauzelle had earlier held talks 
with Aziz after arriving here 
Thursday. 

The European Community 
(EC) has invited Aziz to Luxem- 
bourg next week, and France has 
unveiled a peace plan calling for 
talks on Middle East issues after 
Iraq pulls out of Kuwait. 

President Francois Mitterrand 
Friday suggested in Paris that 
another U.N. Security Council 
meeting precede any attack to 
drive Iraq from Kuwait. U.S. 
President George Bush said in 
Washington he thought no such 
meeting was needed. 

The 12-nation EC, meeting as 
Iraq accepted a U.S. offer to 
bold direct talks with Secretary 


of State James Baker next 
Wednesday, rebuffed a French 
proposal to open immediate dis-. 
missions with Aziz. 

“Our initiative should be seen 
as complementary to the U.S. 
initiative,” said Jacques Poos, 
Luxembourg's foreign minister. 
“There is nothing in the state- 
ment that can ruffle American 
feathers." 

In a statement after an 
emergency session Friday, the 
foreign ministers said, “the en- 
tire responsibility for war or 
peace rests with the Iraqi gov- 
ernment alone.” 

If Iraq withdrew its forces 
from Kuwait, they said, it 
“should receive the assurance 
not to be subject to a military 
intervention. 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas led off the meeting 
by offering a peace plan under 
which the EC would hold im- 
mediate talks with Aziz and 
promise him an international 
conference on Mideast issues 

“Europe could not remain 
with its arms folded,” he told the 
other ministers. 

The White House said it 
would study the French propos- 
al. But the United States in the 
past has rejected linking the 
Israeli-Paiestinian conflict and 
the Gulf crisis. 

In their final statement, tbe 
ministers said only that when the 
crisis ended, they would be will- 
ing “to contribute actively to a 
settlement of the other problems 
of the region and establish a 
situation of security, stability 
?nd development there." 


American Citizens In Jordan 

A new travel advisory has been issued by the 
U.S. Department of State. 

For further Information. 

Please call 604223 or 604214. Ext 100 
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First shots fired in U.S. 
Congress dispute over Gulf 

Kennedy assail ’s B ush ’s ‘ arrogance ’ 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Partisan clashes erupted in the 
Senate Friday over U.S. Gulf 
policy as Senator Edward Ken- 
nedy accused President George 
Bush of the worst executive 
arrogance since the Watergate 
scandal toppled Richard Nixon 
in 1974. 

The clashes were a foretaste of 
a full-dress debate on the Gulf 
crisis that Democratic leader 
George Mitchell said could start 
as early as next Thursday. 

“We have not seen such arro- 
gance in a president since Water- 
gate," said Kennedy, a Mas- 
sachusetts Democrat, referring 
to Bush's claim that be does not 
need congressional authority to 
go to war. 

Although alternatives to war 
to force Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait had not been exhausted, 
Kennedy said, “President Bush 
continues headlong on his path 
to an unconstitutional war." 

Republicans called on the 
Senate to support the president 
by sending a message of unity to 
Baghdad and said Congress had 
been standing on the sidelines. 

“Let's not bash Bush. Let's 
back him," said Republican 
Senator Alfonse D'Amato. 

Mitchell promised the Senate 
would get a chance to debate 
and vote on Bush’s Gulf policy. 
He said the debate could begin 
as early as next Thursday, de- 
pending on the outcome of 
Secretary of State James Baker's 
meeting with Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz in Switzer- 
land the previous day. 

Although Congress broadly 
supports Bush’s goal of getting 
Iraq to withdraw its troops from 
Kuwait, the debate is likely to be 
contentious. 

Democrats Tom Harkin of 
Iowa and Brock Adams of 
Washington introduced a resolu- 
tion calling on the president to 
seek prior congressional approv- 
al to go to war. A si milar resolu- 
tion was introduced in the 
House. 

Also in the House, Democrat 
Joseph Kennedy, Senator Ken- 
nedy's nephew, introduced a re- 
solution barring U.S. military 
action against Iraq for at least 
one year. 

Senate and House leaders are 
keeping Congress technically in 
session to be prepared to deal 


with the Gulf crisis. Originally. 
Congress was to have recessed 
until Jan. 23 after formally re- 
convening Thursday. 

While the resolutions would 
have no binding effect, they 
could make an important political 
statement at a time when newly 
convened lawmakers are report- 
ing their constituents are ner- 
vous about prospects for war in 
the Middle East. 

Any vote for such a resolution 
could also seriously weaken the 
credibility of Bush's threat to use 
military force against Iraq. 

Asked whether a full-fledged 
debate on Gulf policy should 
begin before Jan. 15, the U.N. 
deadline for Iraq to withdraw, 
Mitchell replied: “Oh. yes. 
Sure.'* 

Harkin and Adams had 
angered Mitchell Thursday in 
insisting on an immediate debate 
on their resolution, thwarting 
leadership plans to defer debate 
and action until later in the 
month. 

“This resolution is necessary 
because we've been adrift in this 
country for some time, letting 
the executive branch take us 
from one military action to 
another," Harkin said, dting in- 
vasions of Grenada and Panama. 

“Now is the time and here is 
the place to debate this issue, 
not after the bullets start flying” 
and Congress will have forfeited 
the ability to express any hesita- 
tion about the use of force, he 
said. 

Congress should declare war 
on Iraq if the United States is 
going to fight the Iraqi's after 
Jan. 15. a former head of the 
U.S. military said. 

Admiral Willaim Crowe, who 
retired 15 months ago as chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said a declared war would not 
require an immediate, all-out 
attack to drive fraq out of 
Kuwait but would give Bush 
more options for dealing with 
the crisis. 

“I think if we’re going to go to 
war, they (Congress) should de- 
dare war. They shouldn't leave 
the president hanging," Crowe 
said in an interview after a 
speech in which he both praised 
and raised concerns about U.S. 
military operations in the Gulf. 

‘Tve always thought it was 
foolish to fight a war without 


declaring war, because we've got 
a lot more latitude legally,” he 
said. The Bush administration 
has informally asked Congress to 
endorse its operations in the 
Middle East but has not asked 
for a formal declaration of war. 

Crowe, who said he is no 
longer privy to administration 
thinki ng, said in his speech that 
U.S. military performance in the 
Gulf has been superb, but he 
said Bush's decision in Novem- 
ber to build up forces from 

250,000 to more than 400,000 
has led to criticism. The Defence 
Department said Thursday that 
about 325,000 U.S. troops are 
now in the region. 

“Probably, not having more 
extensive, more broad consulta- 
tions with Congress was a mis- 
take,’' Crowe told a conference 
on the Gulf crisis at the Centre 
for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS), a private think 
tank. 

The retired admiral ques- 
tioned whether the new troop 
buildup allows the flexibility 
needed for a peaceful solution, 
saying it increases the prospects 
for combat and “has a momen- 
tum of its own." 

"It hasn’t closed the prospects 
for peace, but it has certainly 
reduced them,” he said. 

Crowe called for clear, simply 
military objectives if the United 
Stales attacks Iraq, beginning 
with military action to tighten 
the economic blockade, fol- 
lowed, if necessary, by extensive 
air attacks on strategic target all 
over Iraq, allowing enough time 
for them to take effect before 
attacking from the ground. 

“You cannot win by air alone, 
but if it's ever possible, it should 
be in Iraq,” he said, pointing out 
that virtually treeless Iraq is far 
different from Vietnam where 
the United States got bogged 
down in a long war. 

U.S. forces would win a 
ground battle, he said, but with 
high casualties. 

He said it could take between 
two and six months to drive Iraq 
out of Kuwait and that reducing 
the loss of lives should be more 
important than ending the op- 
erations quickly. 

• “It is not the justness of Our 
cause but the fear of disprop- 
ortionate human sacrifice that 
concerns many Americans," be 
said. 


U.S. halts Saudi arms sale 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
administration of U.S. President 
George Bush has announced Fri- 
day it was hr'ting a proposed 
$15-biilion arms sale to Saudi 
Arabia after consulting with 
leaders of the kingdom. 

Once the crisis in the Gulf is 
resolved, the administration will 
reassess Saudi needs and decide 
what weapons it requires, said. 
State Department spokesman* 
Richard Boucher. 

The decision will spare Bush a 
potentially bruising battle with 
Congress, which would had to 
approve the deal, at a time when 
he is pitted against many law- 
makers over his Gulf policy. 
Those lawmakers want Bush to 
promise he will get their permis- 
sion before sending troops into 
combat against Iraq. 

The arms package for the 
Saudis was to include F-I5 fight- 
er planes. Patriot anti-missile 
batteries, tanks and anti-armour 
weapons. Administration offi- 
cials told lawmakers in October 
they expected to seek congres- 
sional approval for the sale by 
the end of January. 

But at a closed-door briefing 
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for lawmakers Thursday, Secret- 
ary of State James Baker and 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
said the deal was off. 

In addition to wanting to 
avoid a fight with Congress, the 
administration has decided that 
Saudi Arabia has sufficient 
weapons for the time being to 
repel a possible Iraqi attack, said 
a source who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

“We agreed that resolution of 
the Gulf crisis is our first priority 
and that we need to further 
assess Saudi arms needs ... m the 
context of the post-crisis en- 
vironment,” said Boucher. 

“Strong Saudi defence forces 
are an important element in re- 
gional stability and the U.S. will 
continue to assist Saudi Arabia 
in building such capabilities,” he 
said. 

The proposed deal was the 
second part of a weapons pack- 
age the administration proposed 
for Saudi Arabia in response to 
Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. In an attempt to defuse 
congressional objections to the 
unprecedented size of the deal, 
the administration divided it in 
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two. 

The first part consisted of $7.3 
billion in new weapons, includ- 
ing M-1A Tanks, Tow anti-tank 
missiles, Bradely fighting vehi- 
cles, trucks and armoured per- 
sonnel carriers. The weapons 
were those immediately avail- 
able from U.S. stocks of defence 
manufacturers. 

The second, larger batch was 
to include many items that could 
not have been delivered for at 
least IS mouths. 

The first package received 
congressional approval despite 
criticism that pouring such large 
amounts of weapons into the 
volatile region would escalate 
the arms race and risk U.S. 
technology falling into enemy 
hands. 

Lawmakers noted that U.S. 
weapons in Kuwait were confis- 
cated by Iraqi troops after the 
invasion. 

Bat the administration won 
over reluctant lawmakers by 
arguing that withholding support 
for that sale would undermine 
support for the Desert Shield 
Operation among Arab partners 
in the anti-Iraq coalition. 


Sudanese 

celebrate 

Sharia 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Thousands of Sudanese are 
gathering daily to pay homage to 
Sudan’s military leader in a 
series of demonstrations orga- 
nised to celebrate reactivation of 
Islamic law in the country. 

Restoration of Islamic -Law, 
and the demonstrations celebrat- 
ing it. present the clearest evi- 
dence since Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir’s June 30, 1989 coup of 
his intention to turn Sudan into a 
theocratic state. 

At the first demonstration, 
Friday night, Bashir led chants 
of “ Allah u. Akbar" from, the 
podium. 

Hundreds of thousands in the 
crowd and listening on radio or 
watching on television in their 
homes raised their hands and 
pledged to Bashir: “We will fol- 
low you in good times and bad, 
so long as you follow and obey 
Allah." 

Government organisers said 
Islamic Law requires the demon- 
strations of “baiya’a,” the 
“pledging of allegiance” to 
Bashir as the national leader. 
They will continue for several 
days. 

As Sharia is interpreted in 
Sudan, the “baiya’a" mandate en- 
ables the ruler to decree any- 
thing for the country’s welfare. 
Those who do not carry out his 
decrees, without question, are 
deemed enemies to the welfare 
of Islam and Muslims. 

Bashir reactivated Sharia last 
Monday, 5 Vi years after it fell 
into disuse. His edict covers only 
rivil and administrative ques- 
tions and restricts Sharia to Mus- 
lim northern regions. The 
Christian and animist south, 
where civil war has raged al- 
most eight years, is exempted at 
least temporarily. 

For now, the edict omits harsh 
criminal punishments like ampu- 
tating thieves' hands and flog- 
ging people who drink alcohol. 
Such sentences caused wide- 
spread international criticism af- 
ter Sudan's last military ruler 
Jaafar Numeiri enacted the Isla- 
mic code in September 1983. 

“Forget tribal, sectarian, par- 
tisan and regional affiliations," 

Bashir -exhorted- the- Sudanese. 

“Unite under the banner of la 
ilaha flla ADah."’ ‘ ’ 

Just under three-fourths of the 
more than 22 million citizens of 
this coutry are Muslims, of 
Arab descent. Since Sudan’s in- 
dependence in 1956, they tradi- 
tionally have held political pow- 
er over non-Muslims, mainly 
ethnically African southerners. 

In his speech, Bashir told the 
crowd his regime would forge a 
model of Islam to become an 
example for the world’s other 
Muslims to follow. 

Already he has been praised 
by Iran, which became a strict 
Islamic state 12 years ago. 
Tehran sent a high-level delega- 
tion of clerics and government 
officials to Khartoum Tuesday to 
congratulate him on his edict. 

Meanwhile, the government’s 
financial institutions have 
started adopting measures to- 
wards applying Islamic Law 
which prohibits any kind of in- 
terest. 

Finance Minister Abdol 
Rahim Hamid said in a state- 
ment published Saturday in the 
local Al Sudan A1 Hadith news- 
paper that the central bank was 
instructed to take measures to 
implement Sharia but did not 
say what they were. 

We said insurance companies 
will from now on operate as 
.interest-free cooperatives. The 
government’s profit from these 
companies would be transferred 
to the social assistance fund, a 
public organisation to help peo- 
ple and institutions m need. 


Iraq primes elite guards 

to counter ground assault 


DHAHRAN (R) — Iraq is pin- 
ning its hopes on 60,000 elite 
Republican Guards to counter 
any thrust by multinational 
forces through newly bolstered 
first fines of defence in Kuwait, 
military sources said Saturday. 

But they said any advance into 
the open desert by six guards 
divisions, dug in with Soviet- 
designed T-72 tanks in an arc 
across southern Iraq, would play 
into the hands of allied strategy 
in the Gulf. 

The military sources said 
Iraq's barrier of sand banks, 
minefields, ditches, barbed wire 
and bunkers set up along 
Kuwait’s southern border with 
Saudi Arabia was being ex- 
tended westwards into southern 
Iraq. 

“The defensive belt is being 
extended about 100 kilometres, 
westwards to try and bead off a 
flanking attack," said one of the 
sources. 

The allies remained confident 
that backed by sustained bomb- 
ing they could break quickly 
through the crust of Iraq's static 
defences and try to draw the 
guards out of their second line 
positions. 

Iraq, which has two guard 
divisions based in Baghdad to 
protect capital, faced a dilemma 
in any campaign on the ground. 

It could either bold its guards 
back to protect its southern 
flank, giving up the oil-rich emi- 
rate that it vowed Baghdad 


would never surrender, or throw 
them into the battle. 

If it pushed its best troops into 
the fray, their poor supply lines 
would make them easy prey for 
marauding bombers and allied 
tanlc forces, the sources said. 

The guards played a promin- 
ent role during the 1980-88 Iran- 

Iraq war and they spearheaded 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait on 
Aug. 2. . 

There were signs that a ninth 
Republican Guards division was 
being formed but the _ sources 
said would draw vital men 
and equipment from other army 
units. 

“The guards are trusted,” said 
one source. “They are better- 
paid, better-fed and get more 
holiday *han other army forma- 
tions.” 

Saddam Hussein told his 
generals in Kuwait during a new 
year’s eve visit to the troops that 
he had placed 60 divisions, or 
roughly 600,000 men. at the Gulf 
frontline. 

U.S. army intelligence sus- 
pects that Iraq has more than 

510,000 troops, 4,000 tanks, 
2.500 armoured personnel car- 
riers and 2,700 artillery pieces in 
Kuwait, army Lieutenant- 
Colonel Greg Pepin told repor- 
ters in Dbahran Wednesday. 

The Pentagon puts the size of 
the U.S. -led multinational force 
in the Gulf at about 580,000, 
mostly on the ground in Saudi 
Arabia. 


U.S. allies welcome 
Baker- Aziz meeting 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Washington’s Gutf allies have 
welcomed Iraq’s decision to 
meet the United States for direct 
talks next week as a return to 
diplomacy and a hope that war 
might yet be avoided. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Diefrich Genscher told 
German television: “I believe 
that war can be avoided." 

“Hie fact that there will be a 
meeting between the American 
and Iraqi foreign ministers and 
between the European Com- 
munity ’troika’ and the Iraqi 
foreign minister confirms my Im- 
pression and strengthens it.” 

' Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz- accepted a U.S. offer of 
talk* in Geneva with Secretary 
of State James Baker Jan. 9, less 
than a week before the Jan. 15 
United Nations deadline for Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait. 

European Community foreign 
ministers decided to invite Aziz 
to hold separate talks in Luxem- 
bourg with the EC Jan. 10. 

Genscher said there could be 
no compromises with Iraq but 
said: “It is essential that we give 
diplomacy a chance. We must 
not allow ourselves to be forced 
into automatically following the 
path of war.” 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas was also more opti- 
mistic about the chances for 
peace following the announce- 
ment of the two meetings. 

“I think now that the way is 
open with a little more hope 
than before of a peaceful solu- 


tion to the crisis. Many difficul- 
ties still face us, but the essen- 
tial thing is that there should be 
a dialogue,” he told reporters 
after the EC meeting in Luxem- 
bourg. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd was more re- 
served, seeing Baghdad’s accept- 
ance of the American invitation 
as good news. But he said “the 
substance has to follow.” 

“The substance obviously 
being the reversing of aggres- 
sion, in line with what the Un- 
ited Nations has required. I’ve 
always thought that if there was 
a move by Iraq it would come at 
the last 'minute,” Hurd said. 

Egypt, one of Washington's 
main Arab partners in the anti- 
Iraq allian ce which has up to 

580,000 troops ranged against 
Baghdad, said it hoped the talks 
would lead to Iraq’s immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal 
from Kuwait. 

“Egypt has always sought to 
achieve a peaceful settlement of 
the Gulf crisis so as to spare the 
region the calamities of a des- 
tructive war,” Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Boutros 
Boutros Gbali said in a state- 
ment. 

Japan said it hoped the meet- 
ing would result in peace inn the 
Middle East. 

“The government of Japan 
strongly hopes that this dia- 
logue will achieve a constructive 
result and will lead to a peaceful 
solution,” Japan's Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement. 


Major to tour Gulf 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter John Major visits British 
forces in the Gulf this week, 
days before the United Nations 
deadline for Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait expires. 

Britain has 34,000 troops in 
the Gulf, the largest Western 
contingent after the United 
States, and British leaders have 
frequently made clear that Iraq 
must pull out or face the con- 
sequences from the huge multi- 
national force lined up in the 
region. 


Although Major has used less 
hardline language in conde- 
mning Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein than his predecessor 
Margaret Thatcher, he is no less 
determined that Iraq must pull 
out of Kuwait. 

"Nobody wants a war if it is 
avoidable but we cannot avoid a 
conflict at any price," he told the 
Daily Mail newspaper on Friday. 

“We cannot avoid a conflict at 
the price of him gaining from 
what he has done.” 
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U.S. Desert Shield 
costs, without comb 
put at $ 30 b 

. hillinn it Will COST 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Op- 
eration Desert Shield will cost 
the United States $30 billion this 
fiscal year even if war does not 
break out. Congress’ accounting 
agency said Friday. 

The chief of the General 
Accounting Office said if fight- 
ing does occur, the Gulf opera- 
tion would cost hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars daily, and 
perhaps more. 

“The cost estimates will go up 
very, very rapidly if we go into 
full-fledged conflict," the agen- 
cy's comptroller general. 
Charles Bowsher, told the 
House Budget Committee. 

The Bush a dminis tration has 
never officially estimated what it 
will cost to maintain the planned 
150,000-troop force in the Gulf. 
But administration officials, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, also have put the price tag 
at about $30 billion. 

When U.S. troop levels were 
going to be capped at about 

200,000 troops last fall, the 
ad minis tration estimated the fis- 
cal 1991 cost at about $15 billion. 
The fiscal year began Oct. 1. 

Bowsher said his estimate in- 
cluded the costs of deploying the 
troops in the Middle East, call- 
ing up reserves and providing 
the extra support they need. The 
figure does not count the $100 


billion it will cost 

equip Desert Shield . - 

otherwise would 

duty elsewhere, 

The comptroller 
plained that Pentagon; 
have not coope rafod f^^^ fe-r . 
providing the accoiumat^-<j®oft-Ci 
with information it 
to make a precise ^ 

But be said he beSsas#^^-- 
estunate was accurate^ .#!££■ 

‘T think the Pen tagpeefras 
numbers, they have 
mat es,” said the budget 
tee’s chairman, 

Leon Panetta. “I think 

Department has the 

they have the estimate^Tb© j? 

problem here is a political 

Jem of what the country is going ^- 

to focus on in the next-few, £■' 

days.” 

But Representative WeDix v ; 
Gradision said he believed itwas ~ ' 
too early for the administration-- 
to make cost estimates. 

“The last thing we need - is : 
hastily gathered, half-baked f 
data,” he said. .,■•••?. 

At the same meeting, a formef, ;,- 
assistant secretary of defence for ’', 
manpower, Lawrence Korb, sa id v. 
he believed Desert Shield wfijf'. 
cost $23 bullion this year if'na^y- ' 
fighting occurs, and up to S2. T; 
billion a day if war begins. 


Misratah summit ended 
in failure, report says 


CAIRO (AP) — A four-nation 
country summit held in Libya on 
Thursday to find a way to avert a 
possible war in the Gulf had 
ended up in failure, reports by 
leading Egyptian journalists in- 
dicated. 

The summit, comprising the 
host. M uammar Qadhafi, Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad, and 
Sudan’s Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir, found a report prepared 
a day earlier by a committee of 
their foreign ministers insufij- 
cenL 

The papers presented by the 
ministers “were seen as not up to 
the level of the event...tbe crisis 
is greater and the situation is 
more graver,” a report front- 
paged by the state-owned news- 
paper Al Gomhouria said. 

The newspaper editor, 
Mahmoud Al Ansaiy, said that 
foreign ministers of Egypt, Syria 
and Libya met in Cairo Wednes- 
day to produce some thoughts 
about how to avert war, a 
visualisation on the situation af- 
ter the crisis was solved either 
way and a statement m the 
names of their three presidents. 

Ansaiy was among a group of 
newspaper editors who accom- 
panied Mubarak during his short 
trip to Libya to attend the sum- 
mit. Mubarak returned home 
early Friday. 

The presidents agreed to a 
Mubarak suggestion that more 
study was needed and limited 
themselves to a general ex- 
change of views and informa- 
tion, Ansary said. 

Confusion shrouded the con- 
ference. proposed by Qadhafi, 
from the start On Tuesday, 
Qadhafi announced news about 
a three-way conference involv- 
ing Egypt, Syria and Libya and 
said it would be convened within 
hours - but did not say exactly 
when or where. 

He told a group of Egyptian 
newsmen visiting Tripoli that a 
fourth country might attend but 
left them guessing. 

On Wednesday, Esmat Abdul 
Meguid of Egypt, Faiouq Al 
Sharaa of Syria, Ibr ahim Al 
Bishari of Libya formed a fore- 
ign ministers committee and met 
in Cairo to prepare for the sum- 
mit. There was no sign of the 
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fourth country. 

Hopes for holding the confer- 
ence nevertheless diminished be- 
.cause of comments by official:. 
Egyptian sources and Arab 'dfe.V'. 
plomats. 

An official termed Mubarak -' 
as “lukewarm" about the idea 
and said “Egypt doesn’t jot'. ■' 
what can be done at this pOH$?, . 
An Egyptian diplomat, who aik&- 
requested anonymity, said Sjiia • . 
shared Cairo’s views. . ..]■&& . 

Ansary indicated that ' 

ak and his entourage diapibt - 
know the fourth partnetjjmgmc 
summit until they rf jj lp lif 
Libya’s Mediterranean jgfffigjct 
of Miss rata and saw “SwSfiiV 
national flag which they mistook 
for that of Palestine Srst. 

.v. He said Qadhafi's obssesion 
with the idea of unity of Arab 
masses was a prime factor be- 
hind his call for the conference • 
and inviting Sudan to the meet-^- 
ing. j'-- 

The call for the conference 
coincided with the beginning cf 
what is called a year of rarity . 
maerbes and border destruction, '■ 
in Libya, Ansaiy suggested. . 

Qadhafi thinks that by having 
the three leaders meet him in 
Libya would help him “deepen 
the feeling of unity and ixtstst- 
ancc on abolishing border bar- . 
riers,” Ansary wrote. 

Mubarak and Assad who was . 1 ' 
insisting on Cairo as a site, final-- ' 
ly agreed to meet Qadhafi’s de~ u 
sire. -T 

Ibrahim Nafeh, editor of ttic. 
leading state-owned . newspaper- 
Al Abram, also agreed that . 
Mubarak was surprised by.. 
Bashir’s appearance. 

Nafeh said that despite the • 
meeting, Mubarak and Baslrir 
did not discuss how to improve 
relations strained mainly be- 
cause of the opposing stands by- 
on the Gulf crisis. 

. Egypt is leadin g Arab opposi- 
tion to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
that started Aug. 2 and have sent 
more than 20,000 troops to the \ 
area. Sudan is more lenient and * 
is opposing the presence of the 
U.S.-led forces in the Gulf. 

_ Nafeh said Mubarak rejected 
Qadhafi’s idea to gather him and 
Bashir in an attempt to recontiii- 
ate differences on ground the 
time was improper. 
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AMMAN (Agencies) — The 
president of the U.N. General 
Asse mbly called Saturday for 
swift action to convene an inter- 
national Middle East peace con- 
ference, saying worsening ten- 
sion in Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies was unacceptable. 

Guido de Marco, the first 
General Assembly leader to visit 
the occupied territories, told re- 
porters at Amman airport after 
arriving from Israel: “We cannot 
accept the situation there to 
worsen further than what it is at 
the moment. (This) is a strong 
[dea to start working on this 
international conference on the 
Middle East.” 

He added: “The sooner we 
start working on it the better.” 
He said the situation in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, scene of a three-year-old 
uprising against Israeli rule, was 
marked by great tension and 
therefore it was in the interest of 
the region and the world to find 
a settlement. 

Die General Assembly voted 
last month for holding such a 
conference and the Security 
Council has in principle agreed 
to the idea, fiercely opposed by 
Israel. 

De Marco tonred some 
Palestinian camps in the West 
Bank and Gaza and inspected 
the work on the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA), which helps more than 
two milli on Pales tinian refugees. 
He also met Israeli and Palesti- 
nian officials. 

De Marco, who is also Malta's 
deputy prime minis ter and fore- 
ign minister, said his visit to the 
occupied territories aimed at 
bighlightening “the human 
dimension — the fundamental 
human rights and the right to 
self-determination.” 

He was met with little enthu- 


siasm in Israel, which fears the 
international community may 
agree to Iraq’s demand for an 
international peace conference 
on the Palestinian issue if the 
Gulf crisis is settled. 

De Marco said one of iris first 
recommendations as a result of 
his tour would be a stronger 
recognition of the work of the 
financially-troubled UNRWA in 
the occupied areas. 

UNRWA offers medical treat- 
ment, education and vocational 
training to Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza, and to 
displaced Palestinians who were 
forced to flee to Jordan, Leba- 
non and Egypt after die 1948 
and 1967 Middle East wars. 

“UNRWA is so dose to the 
Palestinian refugees, whether in 
dirties, in schools, or in health 
centres,” he said. “And a strong 
recognition of the role of UN- 
RWA its something that certainly 
should be underlined in any re- 
port which I may make to the 
General Assembly,” he added. • 

De idarco described the situa- 
tion in the occupied territories as 
a “powderkeg” and said that “it 
is in the interest of the region 
and the international community 
that the problem be resolved 
through peaceful means before 
the situation worsens further.” 

Accompanied by UNRWA 
Commissioner General Giorgio 
Giacomelli, de Marco toured the 
Baqaa refugee camp near Am- 
man, chatted with local residents 
and wan briefed by UNRWA 
officials on sendees offered to 
the camp residents. 

Several representatives of the 
local population presented their 
views to de Marco, at a meeting 
in tile camp, stressing their de- 
termination to return to their 
homeland in Palestine. 

Li reply, de Marco said that a 
recent consent by the Security 



Guido de Marco with street vendors in Baqa’a refugee camp 
(Photo by Yousef A1 * Allan) 


Council that work should be 
done towards convening an in- 
ternational conference was a 
good start and “h is hoped that 
tile coming few weeks will wit- 
ness serious work towards hold- 
ing that conference.” 

De Marco also visited the Un- 
ited Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP) office in Am- 
man where he met with heads of 
ail U.N. agencies operating in 
Jordan and was briefed on their 
departments'- activities and ser- 
vices, especially those extended 
daring the first few weeks of the 
Gulf crisis and the repatriation 
arrangements for the thousands 
of evacuees from the Gulf. 


A UNDP statement later said 
that de Marco briefed his audi- 
ence on the U.N. role in solving 
international problems and en- 
deavours during the Gulf crisis 
and its related issues in addition 
to the Palestine question. 

De Marco is visiting the region 
under a mandate from U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to review the situa- 
tion of the Palestinian refugees 
living in the area. 

De Marco, who is due to leave 
for Egypt Monday, was wel- 
comed upon arrival in Amman 
by Foreign Minister Taher A1 
Masri, Jordan’s U.N. Ambas- 
sador Abdullah Salah and other 
officials. 


Jordan’s foreign. policy unlikely 
to change with Cabinet reshuffle 


' . . Mar l— it V 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 
w 

AMMAN — Jordan’s foreign 
policy is unlikely to undergo a 
fundamental change with the 
departure last week of Foreign 
Minister Marwan A1 Qasem 
and his replacement with Tah- 
er A1 Masri, but the mwe is 
expected to cultivate a home- 
grown diplomatic activity more 
attuned to the thinkin g of Par- 
liament’s Lower House, 
according to observers and 
analysts. 

Masri had not only been 
chairman of the House’s Fore- 
ign Relations Committee for 
the past 12 months. He has 
also been an active deputy and 
a prominent member of one of 
the main groupings in the 
chamber, the National Bloc. 

While much of the foreign 
press was busy last week read- 
ing a “more pro-Iraq” stand in 
the Cabinet reshuffle in which 
Masri took over from Qasem, 
Jordanian analysts disagreed 
with this point of view. “In- 
sofar as Jordan's policy on the 
Gulf crisis is concerned, there 
will be no change,” said one 
political observer dose to the 
government. “Jordan’s policy 
has all along been to reach a 
peaceful solution to the crisis, 
and based on this I don’t think 
Mr. Masri is less committed to 


this approach than . Mr. Qasem 

has been,” he added. - 

Some comments and analy- 
sis in the foreign media argued 
that the change in the foreign 
Ministry was significant be- 
cause “Qasem had close rela- 
tions with the Gulf countries 
and was somewhat “pro- 
American*.” Jordanians mean- 
while saw things differently. 

“The new foreign minister 
has a mandate from die people 
and from the government, 
therefore the Parliament will 
perceive him in a different 
light,” said one political obser- 
ver right after the Cabinet 
reshuffle was announced last 
Tuesday. 

While there was unanimous 
agreement by observers and 
political analysts that the 
change in the Cabinet post 
marked no significant change 
in Jordan’s foreign policy, 
almost all agreed that the 
accusation by some House 
members that Qasem was too 
“pro-American” had more to 
do with his image among those 
deputies than anything else. 

During his last days in office 
“Qasem made some of the 
strongest anti-American state- 
ments made by a Jordanian 
official,” noted one observer, 
who did not want to be identi- 
fied. 

The observer was referring 


to statements Qasem made late 

last month in which lie com- 
mented on Security Council 
resolution 681. 

“While it is true that 
Qasem’s position (on the re- 
solution) largely reflected the 
government’s stand, it did not 
make him seem 'pro- 
American' in any way,” the 
observer said. 

A political analyst said he 
believed that if there was any 
change it would be in the fore- 
ign minister's perceived image 
on the domestic front and not 
on the foreign front. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Masri is a former minister of 
state for the occupied terro- 
tires and had also served as 
foreign minister in Zeid Rifai’s 
government between 1985 and 
1988. He served as Jordan’s 
ambassador to Spain, France 
and the United Kingdom be- 
fore 1984 when he was 
appointed foreign minister in 
the Ahmad Obeidat govern- 
ment for the first time. 

Observers say Masri is ex- 
pected to have a better work- 
ing relationship with the Lower 
House. 

“Because be knows the de- 
puties well, his relationship 
with the House as foreign 
minister will be smoother than 


Qaseai’a,” is how one member 
" of the Lower House put it- 

Observers believe that Masri 
also has a special role to play in 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions. “Masri has a lot of sup- 
port from centrist Palestinians 
and Jordanians and his Palesti- 
nian background makes hi m a 
key player in this arena,” said 
one political analyst. Jordan- 
PLO relations have witnessed 
steady improvement since Jor- 
dan held its first parliamentary 
elections in 22 years in Novem- 
ber 1988. 

As a deputy of Amman’s 
third district Masri has openly 
spoken out about his position 
on the. Gulf crisis, supporting 
Jordan’s official “Arab solu- 
tion” stand in the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee's meetings 
and in regular Lower House 
sessions. 

Observers say Masri had 
some reservations about the 
inclusion of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in the govern- 
ment. But ““despite his 
apprehensions about the 
Brotherhood's participation in 
the cabinet, his presence in the 
first government to include 
Muslim Brotherhood members 
is seen as necessary as having 
an experienced and known 
gure as foreign minister in this 
time of regional crisis,*' one 
analyst said. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Masaadeh, Khalaf hold talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — ■ Deputy Prime Minister and Minis ter of 
Interior Salem Masaadeh received in his office Saturday the 
Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) Executive Committee 
member and member of the PLO Fateh movement Salah Khalaf 
who is currently on a visit to Jordan. Masaadeh and Khalaf 
reviewed relations between Jordan and the PLO and ways to 
enhance cooperation and coordination between them cot the 
benefit of the Jordanian and the Palestinian pet^les and ihc Arab 
Nation as a whole at this serious stage through which the Arab 
Nation is passing. 

Taher, Canadian envoy hold talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Thabet AJ Taher received in Ins office Saturday the Canadian 
Ambassador to Joran Michael Bell and discussed with him means 
to promote cooperation between Jordan and Canada in the field 
of energy and mineral resources. The meeting was attended by 
flic fHrwtnr general of the Natural Resources Authority (NRA) 
and the commercial attache at the C anad i an Embassy in Amman. 

Keflani meets ministry’s directors 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Ibrahim Zeid A1 Kealani met Saturday with the cfirectors of the 
ministry’s various depart m e n ts and reviewed with them issues 
related to the proce s s of work at the ministry.. KeOam urge d foe 
directors to work in file spirit of team to achieve the nunisfr^s 
objectives pointing out to the great responsibilities the ministry is 
■hnMl/jkringimd its active role in due c ting flie society towards the 
hi gher ideals of the Islamic faith. 


Inter-faith delegation 
leaves for Rome 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Christian 
Muslim delegation comprising 
26 personalities from Jordan 
Saturday left for Rome on a 
six-day visit during which they 
will be received in audience by 
His Holiness Pope John Paul H 
and will hold meetings with offi- 
cial and public organisations in 
Italy to present Jordan’s views 
concerning the Gulf crisis and 
the Palestine question. 

The group whose members 
include doctors, lawyers, Mus- 
lim and Christian leaders, jour- 
nalists and Parliament members 
is expected to brief the Italian 
public on Israel’s violations of 
human rights, its desecration of 
Christian and Islamic holy 
shrines and its drive to Judaise 
the holy city of Jerusalem by 
terrorism, violence and the use of 
force, according to a spokesman 
for die group. 

Die delegation led by member 
of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Afi Abu Nowar, will pre- 
sent memoranda to brads of 
political parties, parliament 

members and the media in addi- 


tion to a detailed memorandum 
to the Pope concerning Jordan’s 
position with regard to the major 
issues of the region, the condi- 
tions of the Christian and Islamic 
holy places under Israeli occupa- 
tion and Israel’s intransigent 
position 

According to the spokesman, 
the memoranda stress the fact 
that the Middle East and the 
Gulf issues are closely linked 
and that there can be no peace 
unless both of them are settled in 
accordance with U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

He said that the memoranda 
insist that the implementation of 
the international legitimacy 
should take place in both cases 
on equal footing so that peace 
and justice can be established. 

He said that the memoranda 
call on the European countries, 
to play a stronger and more 
e ffe ct i ve role towards settling 

the Middle East issue and ending 
the Gulf crisis without resorting 
to any form of blackmail, in- 
timidation or the threat of the 

use of force. 


Badran lauds European efforts 
to find peaceful solution to crisis 


^ - A 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran Saturday ex- 
pressed Jordan’s deep interest in 
the European nations’ efforts to 
help reach a settlement of the 
Gulf crisis and particularly men- 
tioned the French initiative and 
those efforts exerted by the non- 
aligned countries of which Jor- 
dan is a member. 

The prime minister also 
emphasised the need to bolster 
the domstic front and urged 
ministers to exert efforts towards 
improving and raising the stan- 
dard of services to foe public. 

Badran was speaking at the 
first Cabinet session, after the 
reshuffle, during which he 
breifed the ministers on the pre- 
sent domestic and external poli- 
tical situation. 

The prime minister outlined to 
the minis ters His Majesty King 
Hussein's current endeavours to 
reach a peaceful settlement to 
the Gulf crisis and his talks with 
European leaders on this matter. 
He expressed hope that these 
efforts would result in staving off 
war in the Gulf region. 

In welcoming the new minis- 
ters, the prime minister said that 
the present stage required con- 
certed efforts on the part of all 
parties and ministries so that the 


Kingdom could overcome the 
challenges facing it at the mo- 
ment. 

He stressed that the domestic 
front was solid, but the looming 
danger should prompt the gov- 
ernment and its various depart- 
ments to perform at the brat of 
their possibilities and to offer 
public services to the citizens; he 
stressed that sufficient study 
should be given to all sectors 
with a view to improving and 
raising the level of services. 

Last Tuesday, tbe prime 
minister reshuffled the Cabinet 
by bringing in 10 new members 
and switching the portfolios of 
four serving members following 
tbe resignation of 10 Cabinet 
members. 

IBs Majesty King Hussein 
sent Badran a message on the 
occasion stressing that the 
change of ministerial portfolios 
reflected the vitality of the state 
as manifested by the democra- 
tisation process in Jordan; the 
King stressed that the change 
would help deepen and protect 
the march to democracy. 

Tbe King voiced total confi- 
dence in Badran’s government 
and wished its members full suc- 
cess in shouldering thier respon- 
sibilities. 


The prime minister also Satur- 
day welcomed an expected 
meeting in Geneva between the 
foreign ministers of the United 
States and Iraq expressing hope 
that it would irave a positive 
effect on the current peace 
efforts in the Gulf. 

Quoted by Agency France 
Presse (AFP), the prime minis- 
ter said that “the Ameri cans and 
the Iraqis do not want war and 
this time is most opportune for 
them to enter into negotiations 
with a view to reaching peaceful 
solutions to the various issues of 
the Middle East.” 

Referring to King Hussein's 
meeting with British Prime 
Minister John Major, the prime 
minister said that the talk* be- 
tween the two leaders contained 
a number of positive points in 
relations to the current en- 
deavours for a peaceful settle- 
ment to the Gulf crisis. 

Dwelling on the same topic. 
Information Minister Ibrahim 
Izzeddine said that he was ex- 
tremely happy about the coming 
parley on Wednesday. 

In an interview with the World 
Television Network (WTN) 
Izzeddine said everyone, includ- 
ing the Europeans, is moving in 
a direction to avert the possibil- 


Foreigners start leaving; some 
against own judgement 


By P.V. VTvekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Dozens of Amer- 
icans, Britons and other Western 
nationals were leaving Amman 
Saturday in tine with travel 
advices from their governments, 
but several of them said they had 
no choice but to leave against 
their own judgement. 

Airport sources and travel 
agencies said flights headed for 
tiie U.S. and Europe were over- 
booked ahead of the Jan. 15 
deadline set by the United Na- 
tions Security Council for Iraq to 
Irave Kuwait or face war. 

The departures, which 
appeared to have picked up 
momentum Saturday judging 
from the number of people 

thronging^the departure lounge 

*of Queen Alia International Air- 
port, were prompted by travel 
advisories issued by the United 
States and Britain which have 
raised scenarios of anti-Western 
“incidents” in Jordan in tbe 
event of war in the Gulf. 

“I think it is a scare tactic,” 
said an American student who 
refused to follow the travel 
advisory. “If there is a real 
danger in Jordan, why then 
Israel is not included in the 
travel advisory, particularly in 
light of Iraqi warnings that Tel 
Aviv would be one of the first 
targets if war breaks out?” asked 
the student, insisting that he be 
not identified by name. 

Passengers leaving Saturday 
appeared to be under instruc- 
tions not to talk to the press. 
However, at least two of them 
said in private that they were 
working for American com- 
panies, whose senior officials 
had insisted that they leave Jor- 
dan. 


‘Terra media’ 

(Continued from page 1) 

non 661. 'In a separate report 
submitted in October 1990 by M. 
Jean Ripen to the United Nations' 
secretary-general, it is stated that 
“Jordan is not tbe target of tbe 
embargo bat it may be its greatest 
victim.’ 

“A trans-national assessment is 
needed because Iordan evidently 
cannot control variables outride 
its borders. Tbe situation is furth- 
er complicated by tbe fact that 
Palestinians, both within the occu- 
pied territories and outride, do 
not have a focal point to. assess 
then case. Tens of thousands of 
Palestinian returnees from the 
Gulf, holding non-Jordanian Arab 
travel documents, have literally 
Landed at our doorstep after being 
denied access by tbe country that 
issued their travel documents in 
the first place. 

“Organic links exist between 
Palestinians in the territories and 
the Gulf: But their case is in 
danger of going by default, thus 
refuelling extremism. The plight 
of Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates in Kuwait has been aptly 
described by the BSCWA. report 
as follows: Tbe misery of these 
expatriates has not been limited to 
the loss of jobs ... it also has 
extended to the loss of savings, 
end-of-serviee remunerations, and 
assets. ... They can hardly manage 
to have an income source in a 
co un tr y with already a high unem- 
ployment rate. Nor do they dis- 
pose of any savings from which 
they can pay for the cost of firing.’ 

In trying to pre/empt the impact 
“of war, major regmonai con- 
straints need to be appraised. 
Whether in terms of socio- 
economic stability, environment 
or ecology, we aim, with tbe help 
of this small group, to tnteraaoon- 
lisc the message now before it is 

too late.” 


“If my manager tells me it is 
not safe for me to stay here and 
that I should leave, I have no 
choice but to leave simply be- 
cause I am an employee of the 
company,” said one. 

A 22-ycar-oId student from 
Britain said she was not taking 
heed of the travel advisory. “I 
don't think there is going to be 
war,” she said, preferring to 
remain anonymous. “Even if 
there was a war, I don't think 
Western nationals might come 
under attack in Jordan,” she 
added. 

Many other Britons and sever- 
al Americans said they did not 
think the situation in Jordan and 
fears of anti-Western attacks 
were as serious as their govern- 
ments portrayed them to be. 

* .. Another American, Tina Abu 
Jaber, said: “I am happy here 
1(j ?nd I consider Jordan to be my 
home.” 

“I do not see any real danger 
here to leave the country,” 
added Abu Jaber, of Boston, 
Massachusetts, who is married 
to a Jordanian. 

U.S. embassy officials, con- 
tacted this week, refused to com- 
ment on the movement of Amer- 
icans. 

But U.S. embassy spokesman 
have said they had reason to 
believe that there could be “anti- 
American incidents” in Jordan if 
war broke out between Iraq and 
the U.S.-led multinational forces 
assembled in Jhe Gulf. 

“With conditions resulting 
from the Gulf crisis, which have 
been intensified by the deadline 
set for Jan. 15 for Iraq to with- 
draw from Kuwait, we think that 
anti-American incidents are 
more likely to happen,” said an 
American spokesman last week. 


On Dec. 26, the U.S. State 
Department issued a travel 
advisory for Jordan that ordered 
non-essential embassy personnel 
and government dependents to 
leave the country before Jan. 15. 

It also advised American 
citizens to defer travel plans to 
Jordan and those in the country 
to “leave as soon as possible.” 

The State Department said 
the advisory applied to 80 Amer- 
ican citizens, including govern- 
ment dependent and non- 
essential embassy personnel. 

But, according to the Interior 
Ministry, the number of Amer- 
ican citizens in Jordan is around 
3,000, including those of Jorda- 
nian and other Arab origin. 
Many Jordanian men are mar- 
ried to American women. 

' At Amman airport several 
American families leaving Satur- 
day included children.. -and 

women. 

Sources at Royal Jordanian, 
the national carrier, said its four 
weekly flights to New York as 
well as other flights to Europe 
were folly booked and some had 
waiting lists of as many as 30 
passengers. 

Several European countries 
have also issued travel advisor- 
ies, but short of asking their 
nationals to leave as Washington 
and London have done. 

.Diplomatic sources said sever- 
al Asian countries were gearing 
up to evacuate their nationals in 
the event of war breaking out 
after tbe deadline. 

The Indian Embassy adver- 
tised in the local papers last 
week asking Indian nationals liv- 
ing here to register themselves 
with tbe mission. Similar mea- 
sures have been takn by the 
embassies of the Philippines, 
Japan and Sooth Korea. 


ity of war and to concentrate 
more on a peaceful settlement. 

“So whether we call it negotia- 
tions, whether we call it a meet- 
ing, they are going to sit down 
and they have to talk and to talk 
sense both of them, and to avert 
the possibility of war,*’ the 
minister noted- 

He said: “Having in mind all 
these initiatives, I think when 
they sit down they have to take 
into consideration what the non- 
aligned countries are saying, 
what the Europeans are saying, 
what the Arabs are saying.” 

The minis ter said the issue was 
not one between two countries 
since the matter was more com- 
plicated. 

In reply to a question, the 
minis ter said that the meeting in 
Geneva was a great possiblhy 
“and I think one is encouraged 
by all these initiatives.” He said 
France had given a very open 
and very strong initiative “so all 
these things should be taken into 
consideration during the coming 
few days." 

Jordan, the minister added, is 
“interested in a peaceful settle- 
ment based on international legi- 
timacy and believes in a 
ngeotiatied settlement based on 
the recognition that Iraq should 
not be banned.” 


JD 114.179m 
collected in 
income tax 

AMMAN (J.T.) - — Th e Income 
Tax Department (ITD) last year 
collected JD 114,179 milli on, 
registering an increase of 121.89 
per cent over 1989 when the 
total collection amounted to JD 
51,456 million, according to a 
statement Saturday. 

The statement said that 
although the department had 
ann ounced in the 1990 fiscal 
budget that it would collect JD 
110 million, it was able to in- 
crease the figure to JD 114,179 
million, due to the improved 
collection system and increased 
collections from various sources. 

The announcement attributed 
the big increase in the collections 
of a contribution from the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) which paid JD 50 mil- 
lion in income tax on its sales in 
1989. - 

It- said that the share holding 
companies' contribution to the 
collections was JD 87,7.22,372, 
individualis paid JD 18,176,618 
and employees JD 8,780,132. 

According to the statement, 
the Incom Tax Department ex- 
pects to collect a total of JD 90 
million during 1991 in taxes on 
income earned during 1989. The 
Department Director Adel A1 
Qudah told Radio Jordan Satur- 
day morning that teams from his 
department have now embarked 
on distributing forms to various 
companies and businesses in the 
Kingdom to be filled by the tax 
payers giving details about their 
income in the past year. 

He said that the Income Tax 
Department offered tax payers 
incentives in the form of dis- 
counts on the amounts they 
should pay if they settled their 
dues in the first six months of the 


Shortages of milk, medicine 
said to be growing in Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The shortage 
of children's milk and medicine 
for tbe sick in Iraq has now 
reached serious proportions 
causing the death of many peo- 
ple, especially those who suffer 
from Alnesses for which drugs 
can not be produced by Iraqi 
pharmaceutical industries, 
according to the President of the 
Iraqi Pharmacists Association 
Saadi Khaled Saddeddin. 

“Mediates in need in Iraq are 
those required to cure children, 
those taken by cardiac patients 
and those who suffer from blood 
pressure among others,” Sad- 
deddin said in a press conference 
attended by the Jordanian coun- 
terpart Tayseer A1 Himsi . 

The current embargo on Iraq, 
depriving its children of basic 
food and medicine, is not in 
harmony with the United Na- 
tions Charter and international 
principles, and the tim e has 
come to end the embargo with 
the help of peace-loving nations 
and world organisations,” said 
Saddeddin. 

“We call on all Arabs and 
Muslims and all humnitarian 
organisations in the world to end 
the embargo on Iraq and provide 
the Iraqi children and the sick 
people there with milk and 
medicine,” he appealed. 

The process of providing these 
essential and basic materials he 
ad ded, can help Iraq withstand 
the other pressures on its peo- 

ple. 


Saddeddin paid tribute to 
Jordanian pharmaceutical firms 
for their help in the past and 
expressed hope that they woud 
continue to supply Iraq with 
their basic drug needs in a show 
of solidarity with the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

Tbe General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies (GUVS) in Jordan 
has dispatched several shipments 
of food and medicine to the Iraqi 
children, and recently 
announced its intention to send 
more consignments to alleviate 
the sick Iraqi people. 

The Iraqi health minister last 
month annouened that more 
than 2,000 Iraqi children had 
died because of shortages of 
medicine and baby food. 

Die head of the Iraqi National 
Red Crescent Society said in 
Amman, on Ang. 18. Iraq had 
received only $5 million worth of 
medicines through h umanitarian 
organisations when, as a rule, 
the country used to purchase S30 
million worth drugs annually. 

Saddeddin was expected to 
meet with owners of Jordanian 
pharmaceutical industries and 
pharmacists before returning to 
Baghdad. 

Saddeddin said that his asso- 
ciation had been in contact with 
the Jordanian Pharmacists Asso- 
ciation (JPA) and seeking help 
to alleviate the suffering of tee 

Iraqi people. 

Referring to the Ibn Khaldoun 


peace ship carrying medicine* 
and food for the Iraqi children, 
which was seized by the Amer- 
ican warships off the coast of 
Oman last month, Saddeddin 
said the ship had been stopped 
although it was known that it 
was carrying humanitarian 
assistance to tee Iraqi people. 

The ship was reported to have 
arrived in Oman but nothing v as 
learnt about the estimated 240 
passengers on board. 

Groups of Jordanian women 
had staged two protests in Am- 
man in the past two weeks and 
presented protest notes to the 
United Nations and the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Rec 
Cross (ICRC) offices in Amman 
demanding the release of the 
ship. 

Addressing the press confer- 
ence, Tayseer A1 Hirasi said that 
the JPA would assist the Iraqi 
people to confront aggression 
and overcome tee effects of the 
embargo. 

News agencies’ reports from 
T unis said that another peace 
ship called “Balqis” was on its 
way to the Iraqi port of Basra 
carrying medicine. Die cargo is a 
gjft from the people of Arab 
countries in North Africa. 

Aida Najjar, spokeswoman 
for the Ibn Khaldoun peace ship 
said her group on the peace ship 
had no connection with the Bal- 
qis peace ship, though the two 
ships serve the same goal. 
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Giving talks a chance 


THE IMPENDING Baker-Aziz talks in Geneva next 
Wednesday have generated renewed optimism that a 
breakthrough over the Guff standoff could be in the offing. 
At the same time there is a growing Horry of diplomatic 
activity in many capitals, notably in the European Com- 
munity countries, which offer to come to the rescue of the 
fledgling peace initiative should it become deadlocked. 

Bnt, even according to the most optimistic scenarios, 
there is no way that Iraq can meet the January 15 deadline 
set by the U.N. Security Council in its resolution 678. The 
Internationa] community most therefore be prepared for the 
worst yet hope for the best. The intertwined issues that the 
Gulf crisis has spawned cannot all be addressed in one 
meeting between U.S. Secretary of State James Baker and 
his Iraqi counterpart Tareq Am. Even with the best 
intentions, there is Httie time left to deal with the multiplicity 
of Gulf-related issues that require urgent and careful 
attention and handling before a breakthrough can be 
realised. Over and above the security guarantees to Iraq in 
the event of it withdrawing from Kuwaiti territory, there 
are a host of matters that also need resolutions, such as the 
sanctions that are being imposed on Iraq. Washington now 
suggests that sanctions cannot be lifted even if Baghdad 
implements the Security Council resolutions on Kuwait 
unless and until Iraq disarms itself and unto Israel once 
a gain regains the confidence that it is the sole regional power 
m the Middle East. 

Under the circumstances, the council should be recon- 
vened as the U.N. secretary general, Javier Peres de 
Cuellar, has proposed recently to reflect on how to proceed 
next. Even if the Baker-Aziz talks collapse and the Aziz-EC 
negotiations also fail, die council members need to assemble 
once again to decide on theifollowing cpurse of action. This 
is in essence what the U.N. secretary-general suggested 
Friday in New York. . Security Conned resolution 678 
allowing for the use of force against Iraq in the event it 
refuses to withdraw from Kuwait is not a sdf-exeenting 
resolution. It would require farther action by the council 
members to put it into effect As a matter of fact, such a 
meeting by the council must be held in the shortest possible 
time in order to give the mqjor players in the crisis more 
breathing space to articulate a sensible solution to the 
explosive situation in the region. Meanwhile an embargo on 
bellicose statements from both odes should be strongly 
considered. As long as the antagonists continue to issue one 
threat after the other on the eve of the Geneva talks, there 
would be persistent fear that the promising dialogue could 
be doomed even before it begins. The bettor alternative is to 
work on building a more constructive atmosphere in order 
not to prejudge the outcome of the Iraqi-UJS. talks or the 
EC-lraqi negotiations afterwards. AD parties connected 
with the Golf crisis should give these talks the benefit of the 
doubt and should work to make them succeed since all have 
agreed to conduct them in the first place. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Saturday comments on a proposal by the Spanish 
foreign minister for the European Community (EC) to start a 
dialogue with Baghdad and Washington for the sake of staving off 
the danger of war in die Gulf This is a brave proposal coining 
from an EC member nation to ii*. y ■* of the community, and it is 
a dear indication that the Europeans are inclined to play a rote 
totally independent from the United States with a view to arriving 
at peace on the one hand and to safeguard European interests in 
the Middle East and the Gulf on the other, said the paper. Such 
dialogue, should it take place, mil be held in a very constructive 
atmosphere free of all intimidation and threats that characterise 
Washington’s attitude at present, the paper continued. It said that 
the proposed dialogue will certainly serve as an advanced step 
towards the attainment of peace based on justice; and therefore 
Baghdad will certainly welcome such move though it is uncertain 
that the proposal would be acceptable to Washington which 
considers itself the policeman of the world. Spain’s move is a 
welcome development since this dialogue would be based on the 
principle of dealing with various world issues on equal footing 
including the Gulf crisis and the Palestine question, the paper 
noted. The papier urged the European Community to adopt 
Spain’s idea because it said it is a real chance for breaking the 
current deadlock in the search for settlements to all the region’s 
issues. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily discusses the prospects of forming a 
teachers union in Jordan to serve, like all other unions and 
associations, those men and women who are involved in the 
teaching profession and to protect their social and economic 
gains. Bader Abdul Haq notes that teachers have been seeking to 
set up a union or association since the early 1960s, but were 
hampered by a number of obstacles, mainly the government's 
refusal to allow the teachers to group for friar of their political 
activities. The writer says that parliament members and the 
minister of education have now given the green light to the 
teachers to set up their own union, benefiting from the present 
chmate of democracy which is opening the door wide for all 
political and non-political activities in the Kingdom. Abdul Haq 
says now that the opportunity has presented itself to the teachers, 
they are in disarray and disagreement over the leadership, and 
each group of teachers wants to have its own ideology and its own 
leader and unable to reach consensus on the minimal level. He 
says that the ball is now in the teachers' court, and it is incumbent 
on the teachers to take the first step towards the creation of their 
uhion which would protect their interests, and it is imperative that 
they reach a common denominator that would help them take the 
initial step to achieve their objective. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Or. Fated Fanek 


Why did we prevail... economically 

» ® W CM 


THE Gulf crisis which erupted on Aug. 2, 1990 caused a major 
set-back to the Jordanian economic adjustment programme. The 
programme was working beautifully before the eruption of the 
crisis. Until then all the fundamentals of the economy showed 
substantial improvements except for the volume of new invest- 
ments which remained slow, and the level of unemployment 
which remained at above 16 per cent. 

The most prominent achievements were made in the areas of 
raising exports, curbing imports, stabilising exchange rate, reduc- 
ing inflation rate, re-building foreign exchange reserve and better 
budget performance. In each of these areas the actual perform- 
ance was much berter than the targets set forth in the IMF 
recommended programme. The International Monetary Fund 
was enthusiastic about the results. They finally have a successful 
case to show the sceptical developing countries that much can be 
done, once they embark on a realistic programme, supported by a 
national will. 

The Gulf crisis caused losses in all major sources of foreign 
exchange. Arab aid estimated at $500 million a year all but 


disappeared completely. Expatriates remittances were slashed by 
one third, a net loss of $200 million and exports markets in Iraq, 
Kuwait, and the Gulf states were suspended until further notice, a 
loss of around 5300 million a year - 
Local economic activity was also hit bard, especially tourism, 
transit, industry and agriculture. * 

There must be some factors that helped Jordan to stand up to 
ail these economic and financial damages. Among these we can 
mention concessionary Iraqi oil, foreign grants and soft loans, 
suspension of debt service and internal adaptation to the new 
circumstances, and loss minimisation techniques. 

Thanks to the nervous Saudi decision to cut off the tapline, the 
Iraqi oil is currently flowing to Jordan partially free of charge and 
partially at $16 per barrel. Iraq has thus saved Jordan around $400 
milli on a year. Even the billed part of the crude oil is pot paid in 
cash, it cost Jordan a book entry against past Iraqi debt. 

Foreign grants from Germany, Holland and Taiwan, and soft 
loans from Japan, France, Italy, Sweden, Korea, Canada and 
European Community (EC) are not as high as expected but they 


will make up for the tost 


Arab aid and secure the continued flow - 
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Exiled Kuwaiti government puts frozen assets to work 


By Sam Burks 


WASHINGTON — Five 
months after Iraqi troops 
occupied Kuwait, the Kuwaiti 
go verpment-in -exile has suc- 
ceeded in regaining full con- 
trol over nearly all of its global 
financial empire valued at 
more than $120,000 million. 

Operating from a base 
almost 900 miles from Kuwait, 
in the Rigaf mountains of 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwaiti Fi- 
nance Minister Ali Khalifa A1 
Sabah sends out dafly telex 
instructions to the London- 
based Kuwaiti Investment 
Office and Kuwait Petroleum 
company on how these inter- 
national assets are to be man- 
aged. 

According to DRI McGraw 
Hill, an internationally known 
U.S. economic forecasting 
firm, Kuwait's foreign assets 
totaled about $124,000 million 
in 1989, some $24,000 million 
of which were in bank de- 
posits, foreign currencies and 
gold bullion. More than 40 per 
cent of the total is believed to 
be invested in North America, 
35 per cent in Europe mid the 
rest in Japan, southeast Asia 
and Australia. 

Prior to Iraq's Aug. 2 inva- 
sion, Knwait earned an esti- 
mated $12,000 to $16,000 mil- 
lion a year from its foreign ' 
investments — an amount that „ 
exceeded its annual oil re- 
venues. At Present, it receives 
another 950 million dollars a 
year from oil production in 
the so-called neutral zone it 
shares with Saudi Arabia, as 
well as on determined amounts from 
its four European refineries 
and its 6,500 European service 
stations. With oil from Kuwait 
and Iraq embargoed, those 
four refineries process about 
185,000 barrels per day of 
Saudi oil. 

Immediately following the 
Iraqi invasion, the United 


States and a number of other 
industrial nations issued 
orders effectively blocking or 
“freezing” all Kuwaiti and 
Iraqi government-owned 
assets within their jurisdic- 
tions. Privately owned 
Kuwaiti and Iraqi assets were 
not affected in most cases. 

The purpose of the freeze 
was to deprive Iraq of any 
economic or financial benefits 
— including revenues from 
the sale of both Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti oil — that might re- 
sult from its illegal invasion 
and occupation of Kuwait, 
and to preserve and protect 
the assets of the legitimate 
Kuwait, and to preserve and 
protect the assets of the legiti- 
mate Kuwaiti government for 
eventual use by their rightful 
owners. But the freeze also 
made it almost impossible for 
the Kuwaiti govemment-in- 
exile to manage its far-flung 
business operations. 

According to Kuwaiti offi- 
cials, the biggest problems 
they faced initially were pro- 
ving ownership of their gov- 
ernment’s assets — since 
many records were still in 
Iraqi-occupied Kuwait — and 
gaining approval from the va- 
rious governments involved to 
: transfer funds a. cross interna- " 
. tional borders. Formal 
■' approval was at first required 
for each transaction, bnt that 
no longer is necessary in most 
instances. 

As the Kuwaiti govem- 
ment-in-exile progressively 
established clear title to its 
frozen assets, more and more 
latitude was granted by host 
governments. Six weeks after 
the Iraqi invasion, Kuwaiti 
officials reported that their 
international business opera- 
tions were almost back to nor- 
mal, thanks in large measure 
to exemptions granted by the 


Bank of England, the U.S. 
Federal Reserve and other 
central banks. 

Subsequently, Kuwaiti offi- 
cials agreed to provide some 
$5,000 million to help reim- 
burse Turkey and other front- 
line states in the Middle East 
for losses incurred from their 
participation in the United 
Nations trade embargo 
against Iraq and to pay part of 
the cost of maintaining U.S. 
and other coalition troops in 
Saudi Arabia. 


at this time, but reliable esti- 
mates have placed the total at 
about $4,000 million. Iraqi 
assets in the United States — 
primarily bank accounts and 
payments derived from pre- 
invasion oil contracts — are 
believed to total about 51,000 
million. As with all invest- 
ments. however, the dollar 
value of these assets tend to 
fluctuate with changes in the 
marketplace. 

Under U.S. law, all frozen 
assets must be placed in in- 


‘The future of Iraq’s frozen assets remains 
unclear at this time. Several proposals have been 
Introduced in the U.S. Congress calling for seizure 
of Iraqi assets — or at least the interest earned by 
these assets — to pay financial claims brought by 
U.S. citizens and to help defray the cost of 
m aintaining U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia. But 
none of these proposals has received the Bush 
administration’s formal support and consequently 
they have not moved forward.’ 


Richard Newcomb, director 
of the Treasuiy Department's 
Office of Foreign Assets Con- 
trol, told a congressional hear- , 
ing Nov. 27 that bis agency had., 
quickly recognised the need to" 
ease restrictions on Kuwaiti - 
government assets in tbe Un- 
ited States, since complete im- 
mobilisation of these assets 
for a prolonged period would 
have resulted in “an uncon- 
scionable diminution of their 
value and an unnecessary dis- 
ruption in a number of mar- 
kets.” 

In contrast, Iraqi assets 
frozen by the United States 
and other nations continue to 
be highly restricted. The na- 
ture and exact amount of Iraqi 
assets frozen in major world 
financial centres is unknown 


terest-bearing accounts, de- 
fined as “accounts in a U.S. 
financial institution earning 
interest at rates that are com- 
;j merrially,. -reasonable, for the 
amount of funds' in the 
account”'' These accounts- are 
" monitored closely by the 
Treasury Department to safe- 
guard them against confisca- 
tion or misuse by financial 
institutions or individuals. 

Institution holding frozen 
assets are required to file a 
monthly report to the Treas- 
ury Department that includes 
a summary of the average 
balance in the account, along 
with any debits and credits 
made during the ' reporting 
period. 

Any unauthorised transfers 
of frozen property “are 


deemed to be null and void 
and do not pass good title,” 
Newcomb said. In addition, 
persons or institutions that 
violate the Treasuiy regula- 
tions are subject to stiff fines 
and prison sentences. 

Newcomb said all major 
world finan cial centres have 
cooperated in effectively re- 
ducing Iraqi financials flows 
“to 'a mere trickle of their 
pre-August levels.” He added 
that his office is planning to 
make a formal survey of Iraqi 
government assets in the Un- % 
ited States, together with U.S. 
financial claims against Iraq. 

At least one U.S. engineer- 
ing firm — the Consarc Cor- 
poration of Ran cocas. New 
Jersey — has already brought 
suit against the Iraqi govern- 
ment, seeking 62 million dol- 
lars in actual and punitive 
damages resulting from de- 
fault on an ll-million-dollar 
contract to supply Iraq with 
industrial furnaces. 

The Iraqi government can- 
not draw on its frozen funds in 
die United States. But the 
Treasury Department does 
allow payments from certain 
accounts owned by Iraq to 
cover costs incurred in the 
normal operation of its 
embassy and consular offices 
in the United -States. 

The future of Iraq’s frozen 
assets remains unclear at this 
time. Several proposals have 
been introduced in the U.S. 
Congress calling for seizure of 
Iraqi assets — or at least the 
interest earned by these assets 
— to pay financial claims 
brought by U.S. citizens and 
to help defray the cost of 
maintaining U.S. troops in 
Saudi Arabia. But none of 
these proposals has received 
the Bush administration’s for- 
mal support and consequently 
they have not moved forward. 


On Oct. 29. the United 
Nations Security Council 
over-whelmingly approved a 
resolution declaring Iraq re- . 
sponsible for all damage and I 
personal injuries resulting 
from its occupation of Kuwait 
and asking member nations to 
begin preparing claims for ; 
possible future financial com- . 
pensation. 

There are many interna- i 
tional precedents for awarding 
non-war claims. Most recent- 
ly, in 1981 following Iran’s ; 
release of U.S. hostages, the' 
United States set aside $1,000 
million in frozen Iranian funds 
to establish a security account 
in The Hague from which 
awards by an lran-U.S. . 
Claims Tribunal were paid. £1 

Kuwaiti Finance Minister:; 
Ah' Khalifa says that his gov--; 
ernment expects a lot €&•■ 
claims to be filed against Iraqig 

“It’s incredible to see wh|j| 
the Iraqis are doing these^ 
days,” he said in a recqmw 
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According =,to .the Intariub V 
tional Monetary Fund.’fraq 
believed to have confiscated 
about $2,000 million, of 
Kuwaiti domestic assets since 
the invasion. These include 
some $800 million in foreign 
reserves, $32 million in com- 
mercial bank assets. 

International analysts say 
Iraq owes at least $50,000 
million, in foreign debt from 
its eight-year war with Iran. In 
fact, the desire to seize 
Kuwaiti financial wealth was 
belipved to be a major reason 
behind the Iraqi invasion — 
(USIA). 


Bush backers insist he means what he says on Gulf 


By Gene Gibbons 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — It seems to 
be George Bush’s burden that 
people question his mettle and 
wonder, for example, if a genial 
blueblood who says things like 
“gosh” and “golly” is really 
tough to go to war against Iraq. 

Tbe answer, in the view of 
people who know Bush or have 
worked with him during his 25 
years of public life, is “yes”. 

“The president’s credibility on 
this is very strong," said Senator 
Richard Lugar, a moderate Re- 
publican foreign policy expert and 
one of congress's most respected 
voices. 

“He.. .has indicated that if 
Saddam Hussein does not with- 
draw the United Nations would 
react militarily, and I think he's 
still on that course said Lugar. 
who has had cordial relations 
with the president but is not 
considered among his inner- 


circle. 

“Tbe question is not whether 
we're going to have a war, but 
when," a grim-faced Senator 
Patrick Leahy, a Vermont 
Democrat, said Thursday upon 
emerging from talks with the 
president. 

Robert Blake, a colleague 
from Bush's days as a Texas 
oilman, predicated be will order 
military action fairly quickly if 
Baghdad ignores the Jan. 15 
U.N. deadline for withdrawing 
from Kuwait. 

“When he gets his mind set to 
do something, that's what he 
does,** Blake said in a telephone 
interview from Lubbock. Texas. 
“I think when he says he wants 
Iraq out of Kuwait, he means it 
and that he'll do what it takes to 
get them out.” 

Most in Bush’s personal circle 
respect his distaste for insider 
comment and decline to discuss 
this on the record. But those 
contacted by Reuters were 


unanimous in saying they had no 
doubt he will send in the troops 
if he feels he must. 

Still, the impression of nice- 
guy softness persists even though 
Bush flew 58 combat missions in 
World War II, was shot down in 
the Pacific and won the disting- 
uished Flying Cross for valour. 

When he told some congress- 
men recently that Saddam would 
“get his ass kicked” if he forced 
war. the remark raised more 
eyebrows than goosebumps. 

Similarly, speculation remains 
rife that Washington might 
accept some kind of compromise 
peace deal with Baghdad even 
though Bush, in suggesting that 
Secretary of State James Baker 
meet his Iraqi counterpart in 
Switzerland next week, explicity 
ruled out negotiation, comprom- 
ise or “rewards for aggression.” 

In arguing that people are 
underrating the president's re- 
solve, his friends point to a life 
replete with examples of steadi- 


ness in adversity: World War II 
carrier pilot — the youngest in 
U.S. navy history, at age 19 — 
shot down in combat ag ains t the 
Japanese; father of a daughter 
who died of leukaemia two 
months before her fourth birth- 
day; self-made millionaire in the 
rough-and-tumble Texas oil 
business. 

Perhaps more to the point and 
certainly vivid in public memory 
is his record to date in tbe oval 
office. 

He used paratroops and pow- 
er to overthrow P anamani an 
strongman Manual Noriega little 
more than a year ago, provided 
air cover to help Philippines 
President Corazon Aquino sur- 
vive a coup in late 1989 and sent 
troops to El Salvador in an effort 
to rescue some Americans dur- 
ing another 1989 crisis. 

Bush is the last major world 
leader who fought in World War 
II and he clearly regards that as a 
formative experience in dealing 



with crises now, including the 
one in the Gulf. 

“This is no exercise.” he told a 
gathering of U.S. marines and 
British “Desert Rat” tank troops 
during a Thanksgiving visit in 
November to front lines in Saudi 


Arabia. 
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Shipping to Aqaba and international schizophrenia 


By Mohammad Asfour 


The writer is chairman of Amman Chamber of Commerce. He 
contributed this article to the Jordan Times. 


STRANGE are the actions and 
stranger is the behaviour of the 
world's most democratic country 
and supporter of international 
legitimacy. A few weeks ago we 
talked to responsible Americans 
at their embassy in Amman, 
about the actions of the self- 
appointed American traffic 
policemen at the entrance of the 
Gulf of Aqaba, and what a 
comfort it was knowing that the 
interception of commercial ships 
coming into the Gulf of Aqaba 
had decreased. 

_ We_ had thought that the 


whole matter was the result of 
quesswork and imagination on 
the part of tbe Americans, and 
we thought further that they had 
finally been convinced of the 
illegality and illegitimacy of in- 
tercepting commercial ships des- 
tined for Aqaba. Moreover, we 
had thought that they had finally 
been convinced of the illegitima- 
cy of searching these ships or 
forcibly redirecting their course, 
their excuse being that they 
could not allow shipping to a 
businessman whose name they 
had on a list. 


Now, once again, we are hear- 
ing of interceptions and sear- 
ches, and once again, the Amer- 
ican officer's “black list” has 
become the definitive reason for 
commercially excommunicating 
a businessman and for sending 
his livelihood into purgatory. 
The lucky ones whose names do 
not appear on the list are 
granted “declaration of indulg- 
ence” and only their goods free- 
ly enter the Gulf of Aqaba. 

Needless to say, interception 
and search of ships is not only an 
act of aggression, but also totally 
illegal. We are not attempting to 
prove the illegality of the Amer- 
ican “policeman’s” actions be- 


cause it does not need proof. 
What we are trying to assert, is 
that these practices are not be- 
coming of a nation c allin g itself 
“Great,” and the twentieth cen- 
tury civilisation can only shun 
these practices. 

A country that adopts double stan- 
dards as the norm for its outlook 
and dealing with international 
issues cannot be fit to be poised 
on the throne of civilisation or to 
be considered a world leader 
Humanity has throughout the 
ages fought and struggled to 
raise man to a proper civilised 
level and what we have attained 
by way of high levels of thought 
philosophy, economics and social 
affaire are clear manifestations. 


of the results of this struggle. At 
a time when we had thought that 
we attained the desired level of 
man s humanity worldwide, we 
^5 , sb ^ :ked 5° see that the 
. of human rights, 
bberty freedom and mdepend- 
ence is hereeif the root cause of 
jo^al and poetical 

Sd .oSj. ™ bato “ 

Therefore, interception and 
search of a cargo ship is but a 

S?* ma "? r ^en ordered by 
the custodian of international 
faw and international legitimacy 

■SUSuMass- 


Acceptable today am 
violation of human rj 
liberties and freedom 
We appeal once 
American policy w 
° r r d 5j stop to the 
rerception and search 
sfups destined for th. 
Aqaba. But, if this poi 

by way of punishment i 

Jfacfa we took, we ca 
^ at . £> rt fan and J, 
f^ d fast behind the 1 
leadership, confident 
a*-* *>fati G1 
an Arabs 
* Possible pc 

mutual way 0 f soW 

problems. Our 
Ply not negotiable 
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' Fund 

(Continued from page 1) 

boiW-up in the Gulf to coontti 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, vei y 
little of such sentmients is vj&blle 
when it comes to considering tfc' ie 
hu mani tarian issues related ;do 
the Gulf crisis and posable cojo- 
seqnences of a military conflict. 

The round- table meeting call ed 
for an emergency fund to help Jt»- 
dan, the Crown Prince told a prisss 
conference, because “while there i ire 
existin g mech anisms , a a nd 

the political will do not exist...”- to 
secure the necessary support ifor 
funding. 

"That is dear by the promises d rat 
have simply not held," the Cro wn 
Prince said. 

If war were to break out in l the 
Gulf in the near future and ; no 
international aid was forthcoming . to 
Jordan, the Kingdom would “fin* i it 
very difficult co cope" with the sin na- 
tion, he said. 

"Starting within the next 10 d: ays 
we. 'may be faced with the influx of 
two million evacuees," the Crown 
Prince said referring to the Jan. IS 
deadline set by the U.N. Security 
Council for Iraq to refinquish Kint ■ait 
or face war. 

"“That represents a nightmare s ce- 
nario," added the Crown Prince, 
who chaired the round-table coni er- 
ence attended by 48 statesmen amd 
senior representatives of internat* jo- 
al organisations, experts and spec iat- 
ists. 

The partidpaots, who included 
officials from the World Wanfc 1 th f 
International Monetary Fund (IN IF) 
and varkHis United Nations agen- 
cies, endorsed the Jordanian posi- 
tion that the Kingdom stood in a eed 
of urgent funds to deal with 'the 
impact of the Gulf crisis, the Crc wn 
Prince reported. 

- The Crown Prince also wekoii sed 
b tbepartidpation in Ihecoaferesa! of 
both Egypt and Turkey, two “fit rat- 
line” states in the Gulf stand-off. 
While Turkey borders Iraq, Egypt 
has contributed forces to the anti- 
Iraq alliance led by the United 
Sates. 

Ecevit, the former Turkish. : pre- 
mier, referred to the expenses Jor- 
dan had incurred in helping the 
transit of about 800,000 evacuees 
from Kuwait and Iraq until Decem- 
ber, and deplored the shortfall in 
international reimbursement to the 
Kingdom. 

"This shortfall is especially dis- 
couraging in light of the J30,00f I per 
second that is being spent on the 
current military build-up,” Ecevit 
said in a statement he read out a t the 
press conference. 

The Crown Prince stressed' that 
“windfall profits have been djsaiiy 
profits in on prices and profits in the 
purchase of weapons,” and depj ored 
that “people" were not given the s due 
consideration. 

Both the Crown Prince and Un- 
ited Nations Children's Food Re- 

swiui Directs ****“* Bod 

scathe deteriorating health and set 
dal conditions of men? women j aado;: 
most importantly children as ai*csalr - 
of the exigencies and economic |prob- 
Icms brought ' about by the Gulf 
crisis. 

The Gulf crisis has made a “ terri- 
ble impact on Che children off Jor- 
dan" and a “rescue mechanism is 
absolutely necessary” to address the 
situation, Reid told the press a infer- 
ence. 

He said that in many areas in 
Jordan health, nutrition and e dura- 
tional conditions were nearing , sub- 
standard conditions and that fra 
many if not most families h: was 
becoming impossible to make ends 
meet. 

The economic and social rrffect 
that the Gulf crisis has bad <xo the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip is also 
very serious. “The gross national 
product of the West Bank and Gaza 
has dropped an additional If? per 
cent since the Gulf crisis be^gan,” 
said PCter Gubser, president of the 
American Near East Refugee Aid 
CAMERA). 

He said that an estimated Ji5,000 
to 20,000 Palestinians had returned 
to the occupied territories as a direct 
result of tire crisis and that most of 
them would be out of work because 
of the ever increasing economic diffi- 
culties in the territories. 


i 


“Because of a lack of fimffing. 
many health services, hospitals and 
charitable organisations would not 
be able to fruaetzon properl y in the 
West Bank and Gaza,” Gubser 
ad ded. 

The Crown Prince, recalling *h«* 
SI btffion had been raised w ithin 
three months as humanitarian aid for 
Afg h a nistan , asked: “Where is the 
international conscience which 
works , so selectively?” 

The round- table’s final communt- 
qne expressed “concern that while 
die U.N. Charter dearly envisages 
that effective remedies should be 
provided to countries suffered 
because of their compliance with 
U.N. sanctions, such remedies have 
not been made available to Jordan.” 
Jordan’s economy has been hard 
hit by the Golf crisis. The Kingdom 
lost over $1.1 billion during 1990 
the 1991 fosses are estimated at 
about $2.5 bflfion. The losses have 
come in the form of trade with Iraq 
and Kuwait, higher oil prices, Arab 
financial assistance and expatriate 
remittances as well as revenues 
generated from Jordanian territory 
being used as a main chaiwj for 
Iraqi imports. 

Jordan has applied for compensa- 
tion under Article 50 of the U.N. 
Charter which provides for special 
assistance for countries hit by Secur- 
ity Council resolutions. But the 
Kingdom has received only a trickle 
of assistance. 

Among the participants of the 
round-table confidence were Prince 
Sadmddin Aga Khan, the U.N. 
secretary-general's special repre- 
sentative for assistance to countries 
hit by the evacuee crisis, and former 
American Assistant Secretary of 
Sfate Richard Murphy. 

U.N. General Assembly president 
Guido de Marco, who is currently on 
a visit to Jordan, attended part of the 
meetings. 

Ramadan 

(Continued from page 1) 
saying by ERNA. 

The agency said Shafah made 
his comments while addressing a 
news conference in New Delhi 
ti min g a four-day official visit to 
India. 

Friday Baghdad announced 
kb at it had agreed to talks with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker in Geneva Jan. 9. 

Shafah also repeated tbe Iraqi 
stand that it would not withdraw 
from Kuwait, bat that it was 
ready for “dialogue without pre- 
conditions” on all Mideast 
issues. 

Former Israeli defence minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin said Saturday 
Israel most resist Iraqi attempts 
to Knfc an end to the Gulf crisis 
with a solution to the 
Palestiman-Israeli conflict. 

“We face two dangers, the 
military... and second die poli- 
tical one — linkage between the 
*ofation,of the erhas ia the Gulf 
to the Axab-Israeli conflict. We * 
have to oppose iC* Rabin said in 
a radio interview broadcast 
Saturday. 

Bush 

(Condoned from page 1) 
“He got zero so we don’t offer 
anything in advance unless we 
see the other side is genuinely 
interested,” An ban added. 

Commenting on the secretary- 
general’s possible mediation 
role, one Western ambassador 
dose to the Golf crisis said, “I 
don’t think he is going to poll a 
rabbit oat of the hat” but added 
that his role might be even more 
crudal once the Golf crisis is 
settled one way or another. 

The president said in his radio 
message Baker’s mission was 
“one more step” before commit- 
ring U.S. troops to battle, but be 
added that bolding off has its 
costs. 

“We risk faying a higher price 
in the most precious currency of 
aQ — human life — if we give 
Saddam more time to prepare 
for war,” he said. 


Another Arab crisis... in Paris 


By Mariam M. Shahid 

Jordan Times staff Reporter 

PARIS — While international 
attention continues to be fo- 
cused on events in the Gulf, a 
new 'crisis’ involving both 
Arab and occidental interests 
has come to the forefront at 
the Institute du Monde Arab 
(IMA) in Paris. 

Amid what appears to be 
finadal crisis, 37 of the insti- 
tute’s 185 employees were 
fired in early December be- 
cause of what Edgard Pisani, 
IMA president, said was “the 
Arabs’ failure to come up with 
their 40 per cent of the annual 
budget once again.” 

A general strike called for by 
union members at the IMA to 
have the fired employees rein- 
stated followed immediately. 
The strike effective since Dec. 
9, has brought to the surface 
old grievances and the strikers 
say that Pisani is using the Gulf 
crisis as an excuse to further 
consolidate bis presidential 
powers. 

Pisani has been the president 
since 1987 when the institute 
first opened its doors to the 
public. An Arab institute 
aimed at furthering intellectual 
life of the Arab World, the 
IMA was originally a French 
— Arab project in winch the 
French government contri- 
buted 50 per cent of the costs 
and the members of the Arab 
League contributed the other 
50 per cent. 

Since several Arab League 
countries, induding Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emi- 
rates, continually failed to 
make their promised contribu- 
tions, according, to members 
of Pisani’s offfice, the French 
government dedded to reduce 
the financial burden on the 
Arab countries by increasing its 
financial share to 60 per cent of 
the IMA annual budget. 


Pisani has almost absolute 
decision making powers over 
the institute’s affairs as stipu- 
lated in its basic charter, and 
employees and Arab diplomats 
in Paris say that one of the 
reasons several Arab countries 
never paid their share of the 
budget was precisely because 
from tbe beginning they had no 
say over the institute’s agenda. 

The employees on strike say 
that Pisani had gone “too far” 
with his decisions in early De- 
cember and are now lobbying 
is Arab embassies to stop what 
they feel is tbe “disintegration” 
of the institute. 

Calling the closure of the 
institutes* documentation cen- 
tre at the beginning of Decem- 
ber, an attempt to “marginal- 
ise” the reseaiirii and academic 
part of the institute strikes say 
the real crisis is not based on 
finanrwa but OD politics. 

Both the firing of the em- 
ployees and the closure of the 
documentation section, the life 
line of the institutes academic/ 
research section, were the 
latest in a series of moves IMA 
employees say were aimed at 
undermining the “intellectual” 
side of the institute and reduc- 
ing it to an ait gallery spon- 
sored by French, Arab and 
international co mme rcial in- 
terests. 

“One of reasons that we 
consider the academic inde- 
pendence of this institute so 
important is because it could 
not exist anywhere in the Arab 
World at this time.” said IMA 
documentationist and union 
official Safi Khatib. 

“We would be exposed to 
national or regional political 
pressures in a part of the world 
where democracy seems a 
dream in the distant future,” 
he added. “If we can’t be 
united in the Arab world then 
let ns be united here and let us 
record, document and discuss 


our future,” be said. 

IMA staff believe that com- 
mercialising tbe institute, as 
they claim Pisani wants to do, 
would totally jeopardise the 
little independence they have. 
“If we have to chose between 
commercial interests setting 
our agenda and the French and 
Arab governments setting our 
agenda, we chose tbe latter,” 
said a department head at the 
IMA. 

While all employees, mostly 
academicians and Arabists, 
agree that having an agenda set 
by governments is not what 
they want either, they feel that 
now they must chose between 
the better of two evils. 

Now Arab diplomats in Paris 
have witnessed a new round of 
talks with French government 
officials and IMA staff in an 
effort to solve the problems 
and end tbe strike. 

“The reason why so many 
Arab governments have failed 
to pay their dues is because the 
law that governs the IMA does 
not allow for the Arab side of 
this 60-40 per cent partnership 
to have any say-so what -so- 
ever,” Awwad Khali di, Jor- 
dan's ambassador to Paris told 
the Jordan Times in an inter- 
view. 

Arab sources say that the 
Arab diplomats were frus- 
trated by Pisani's absolutist 
decision-making powers. 

“But the IMA is like the 
ambassador of the whole Arab 
World in Paris and thus not 
having a “real” Arab desdsion- 
maker on th IMA's central 
council is not exactly correct,” 
Khalidi says. 

The issue of the IMA has 
come to the attention of tiie 
Quai d’Orsay where insiders 
say French government offi- 
cials are taking the matter 
seriously. 

“The matter must be re- 
solved quickly,” is all a spokes- 


man would say when asked 
what the French goverment 
was planning to do. 

While the French govern- 
ment officials, Arab diplomats 
and union leaders hold meet- 
ings to “solve the crisis” IMA 
employees say the whole struc- 
ture of IMA has to be reconsi- 
dered.. 

“This is a cultural institute, 
yet we, the IMA are not direct- 
ly answerable to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs,” said Nico- 
la, an employee at the IMA. 
“Our president is a political 
employee who is changed 
whenever parliamentary 
changes are made,” said 
another employee on strike. 
“How can we be cultural or 
consistent with such people 
running the institute?” he 
asked. 

“Our point is tbe following,” 
said a senior academic at the 
IMA, “we are on strike be- 
cause we don’t see why our 
colleagues should be fired, we 
don’t our institute to be com- 
mercialised by the president- 
Pisani-nor do we want the in- 
stitute to become the slave for 
the temporary interest of cer- 
tain Arab governments, dicta- 
tors or otherwise.” 

The institute’s president 
Pisani, served in a post under 
Charles de Gaulle and is cur- 
rently adviser to President Mit- 
terand. 

His advocates say he is 
staunchly pro-Arab and his 
personal contacts in the Arab 
World officials here say equal 


that of a bead of state. 

“In the spring he visited a n 
countries in the Arab W 
and was met mostly by b 
of state who promised V 3 pay 
their shares which non- 
payments since 1987 now 
amount to $60 milli on ~ j^j a 
Farhat, Pisani’s adv' ^e r f or 
communications told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

According to Fa jh at , the 
smaller and poorer j \rab coun- 
tries such as Djibou ti. Mauri ta- 
oia, Yemen and 7 , ’unis ia have 
consistantly paid their bills. 
“But its the rich r jnes, with the 
exception of Kir svair, have not 
paid a penny for years,” Farhat 
said. 

Those dose . to Pisani say 
that the IM/ L president does 
not intend * 3 hold his breath 
and wait for the Arab countries 
to “pay the .\ T bills.” 

A**? ' -° meet est *' 

mated $17 milli on yearly costs, 
of which the French govern- 
ment pa* ys 512 million, Pisani 
intends to commercialise the 
mstitut' - hy possibly leasing 
office ■ space to companies and 
of «ving companies such as 
Coo 3 Cola and Tompson to 
s P° r isor certain exhibitions 
“ ar . the institute hosts. 

v -Vhile the commercialisation 
ay seem the only thin g to do 
“ >T Pisani, his Arab colleagues 
s ay they intend to fight such a 
move. 

“While the IMA is still of 
considerable political interest 
at the Quai d’Orsay, we have a 
chance to prevent his commer- 


cialisation of the institute,” 
Kbatib told the Jordan Times. 

“As soon as the commercial 
interests are able to dictate the 
policy of the IMA, then we are 
done with,” says Khatib. 

“We would rather have the 
Arab governments dictate our 
agenda than the commercial 
interests of God knows what 
firm or international industry,” 
said Khatib. 

Many IMA employees and 
Arab intellectuals in Paris still 
hope that the IMA could be a 
forum for Arab intellectual 
non-partisan discourse, which 
they say it was intended to be. 

“We have nowhere in the 
Arab World where we can 
meet and share our thoughts 
and feelings openly without 
fear of retribution, while, the 
Arab World prepares itself for 
the democracies of tomorrow 
we too should prepare our 
suggestions and agendas for 
tomorrow, if the Arab govern- 
ments want to dictate to us, or 
the international firms want to 
dictate to us or the French 
government wants to make us 
a museum instead of an insti- 
tute for documentation or dis- 
course and thought then of 
course our aims will not 
rationalise. 

P isani is expected to meet 
with France’s Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas to discuss the 
subject as strikers vow to con- 
tinue the strike until all their 
demands of reinstatement and 
change of the decision-making 
process are met. 


Jerusalem remains 
the troubled city 


By Eileen Alt Powell 

Tbe . Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
When Jerusalem’s Israeli mayor, 
Teddy Kollek. and tbe city’s top 
Palestinian leader'inei for the 
first time, they talked about the* 
future of the troubled city. His- 
tory seemed to dictate they’d 
tfisagree. 

Faisal Husseini, from an old 
Jerusalem Arab family, called 
for an independent Palestinian 
state alongside Israel with the 
city as a shared capital. 

“What I am looking to see in 
Jerusalem is two capitals in one 
city, without walls,” Husseini 
told the mayor. “I can see even 
two municipalities and one 
umbrella municipality. We can 
even think about one munici- 
pality.” 

Kollek responded that" such a 
plan would result in redivirion of 
the dty of 500,000, which Israel 
rejects. 

“I don’t believe in the idea 
that in one city there could be 
two capitals because it would 
mean a frontier — a customs 
frontier, a police frontier, diffe- 
rent laws, different prosecu- 
tions,” the mayor said. 

The two men were brought 
together at the invitation of the 
Kol Hair Hebrew weekly, which 


published their comments in its 
Friday edition. The discussion 
was conducted last Monday in 
English, and a transcript was 
made available by the mayor’s 
office. 

The Issue Of Jerusalem 
which is sacred to Muslims, - 
Christians and Jews — is central 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Arab Jerusalem was occupied 
by Israel in the 1967 Middle East 
war and annexed. Most Western 
nations consider Jerusalem occu- 
pied territory. 

The Israeli government insists 
that the Arab eastern sector 
must remain forever part of its 
capital and has refused to con- 
sider a 1 an d-for- peace settlement 
in the occupied territories. 

Husseini and Kollek made it 
dear at the start of their discus- 
sion that neither was in a posi- 
tion to negotiate. 

Both had reservations about 
tbe session, according to Kol 
Hair. Husseini waited a few days 
to reply and Kollek held off for 
three months before accepting 
the paper’s invitation, it said. 

Kollek, 79, has been mayor of 
Jerusalem for 25 years. The 
newspaper said he risked “a 
possible foss of popularity” in 
agreeing to meet with Husseini, 
considered tbe leading supporter 
of the Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO). 

In the interview, Kollek noted 
that David Ben-Gurion, a 
founding father of Israel and its 
first prime minister, called for 
returning all the Arab land occu- 
pied briber 1967' war 'except for 
Jerusalem. 

He added: “I don’t want to be 
pan of the ruling 1.6 million 
Arabs (in the occupied territor- 
ies). But we cannot give up 
Jerusalem.” 

Husseini, 50 and son of a 
Palestinian hero of the 1948 war 
with Israel, rejected Kollek’s 
appeal that Arab residents par- 
ticipate in Kollek’s government. 

“If I participate, maybe I can 
ease life for my people. But I am 
also sort of bluffing them, 
saying: ‘You can build better 
bouses, better schools, better 
life, but in the end you axe part 
of this system which is not serv- . 
mg you’.” 

And while he deplored the 
recent stabbings of Jews by 
Arabs, Husseini said there was 
little Palestinian leaders r *>uld 
do to intervene because “p eople 
are filled with bitterness. " 

He cited the goverr j^eot’s 
policies of ‘‘collective punish- 
ment” in destroying hor r\es, con- 
fiscating land and irr 1 prisoning 
Arab activists. 1 



§ Management Consultants 

Industrial Development Bank 


Air nual Report To The Business Community 


As we begin 01 a fourth year of operations, we would like to thank our clients, and the 
business comrr lU nity for their strong acceptance and support, and to report on our results 
to date. 

MMIS is a Jordanian consulting firm offering consulting services on a par with those 
offered in F iurope and North America, with a local orientation that enables the transfer of 
managers j and technical developments worldwide to suit the particular requirements of 
Jordanian manufacturing and service industries. 

MMIS f ,ias concluded more than 50 assignments for 40 businesses in the areas of market 
strateg- y f operations improvement, organization effectiveness, export markets, financial 
roanaf »ement, and feasibility studies in Jordan and other countries in the region. Results of 
these projects include lower costs of production, expansion of markets and sales, and 
irripnr oved organization and management We have also developed an expertise in company 
val' rations, and promoting businesses to investors through joint- ventures licensing and 
oth <er arrangements. With MMIS assistance clients realized their objectives of becoming 
m ' orr* productive and internationally competitive. 

VxMIS takes an integrated approach to problem solving, employing appropriate analyses 
which include market and sales strategy, production planning and materials management 
business systems integration, organization effectiveness and others to address company 
level problems. MMIS staff work on site wilh clients throughout the change process. 

MMIS hires only the best of the besL To this end, we evaluate candidates on their ability 
to perform in a consulting environment based on experience and individual drive, in 
addition to educational credentials. MMIS is staffed by twenty professionals with varying 
backgrounds and expertise in manufacturing, marketing, finance and banking. The staff 
undergoes continuous training in Jordan and the U.S., as a part of the internal development 
program. 

In 1991, MMIS will become active in Management Information Systems and export 
promotion, in a way that will ensure long-teim profitable presence for Jordanian industrial 
and consumer products. 

MMIS is committed to setting a high standard of excellence for management consulting in 
Jordan and the region. Our goal is to continually exceed clients' expectations and to make 
a significant and sustained contribution to the Jordanian business community. 

MMIS Management Consultants POBax 7976 Tel: 649040 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMAR&SONSi 

TEL. 60*676 60*696 
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CROWN 
INT’L EST. 1 

packing, shipping. I 
forwarding, storage , £ 
clearing, door-to-door | 
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ElifMAHT. 

1 The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 

in Jordan 

1st Circle, Mai Amman, near 
*} Ahfiyyah Girls School 


\~Opeo daily 12^30-3:30 
p.m. 

_ 6:30-Midmgbt 

TmL §39960 




Budget 

rentacar^ 



THE SMART MONEY. 


Room & Wheels 
$145 ail inclusive 


Tel.: 698131 




^F/entfrSale . 

Many villas and apartments 
are f available for rent and! 
sale _ furnished or unfur-l 
nisf ied. 

Al'so many lots of land arej 
a vailable for sale. 

Fur further details, pleasel 
call 

Abdonn Real 




ITeL 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520, 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


* 


QQ£j 00 


Saadi Real Estate 
687821/22 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
•crystalware etc. 

■ ■ ■ II 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


N.E.M.A. 

Professional Packers 
& Movers 

An — SEA — LAND 

The cheapest & quickest 

Door to Door Worldwide, 
Household goods, Personal 
Effects, Industrial Packing & 
Moving. 


Tel no. 687191/660891 
Fax no. 687193 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT ! 

Mecca Street. Yarmouj'K 
Engineers' Housing, 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 1 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste ou r 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 21: 30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight . 




FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Ltr/icfcaons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12^0-3^0 pm 
7/30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3id circle 
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The Regency Palace Hofei 


LOBBY LOUNGE 


PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 




* 




The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room~! 


DAirOTFL 

,fe2«|l|ls 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand 
Businessmen 
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Dutchman takes world diving title 


PERTH, Australia (R) — Euro- 
pean gold medallist Edwin 
Jongejans claimed the Nether- 
lands’ first world championship 

diving crown when he won the 
inaugural men’s one-metre 
springboard title Saturday. 

Joogejans dived with power 
and style to clinch the gold by a 
10- point margin from American 
Mark Lena with China's Wang 
Yijie third. 

The muscular Dutchman 
seized control with his third 
effort in the 11-dive final and 
pulled away steadily from his 
rivals. 

Ke was so far ahead by the 
final series that a disappointing 
last effort worth only 48-60 
points for a forward somer- 
sault in tuck position was still 
easily sufficient to keep 1989 
World Cup champion Lenzi and 
Wang at bay. That was despite a 
■big 67.50 for the American and a 
best-cf-th e-dav 71.10 by the 
Chinese for a revese 1V2 somer- 
sault with 2^5 twists. 

"I feel I could have dived 
better today but that was the 
nature of the competition and I 
ended up number one," Jonge- 
jans said. 

It was a second golden diving 
triumph for the Jongejans fami- 
ly. Edwin’s sister Daphne won 
the European three-metre 
springboard title in 1987. 

Wang failed by less than half a 
point to catch Lenzi but neither 
could trouble the runaway 
Dutchman. 


j ongejans. 24, amassed an 
aera ~egate 588.51 points, with 
a on 578.22 and Wang 

577.8 *■ .. . . , . 

It w 'as a disappointing day for 
the Q "rinesc. who Friday cele- 
brated a spectacular victory in 
the won ,en ’ s 10- metre platform 
event b v tiny 12-year-old Fu 
Mined a. 

Tan L. ' a ngde. three-metre 
springboar* * s^ver medallist in 
two Olympi cs and the last World 
Championsh ‘P 5 1986, Jed for 

the first two but then fell 

back dramati “d finished 

ninth of the 1 2 finalists. 

"The Chines e *** definitely 
beatable on 1 be one-metre 
board," said Ji ongejans after 
banishing fears ot ' otber n^ons 
that China would sweep all six 
diving golds in Pe» rtb - 

Jongejans and Wi ^S* top two 
ahead of Tan in Fn 9*™- 

ifying series, appeal to be 
turning the contest in ’to a tw<> 
way battle until Lenzi 1 weed his 
way through the field w *“ 1 a 
splended charge in the second 
half. 

The American pulled aht 
Wang with his eighth dive ' but 
could not prevent Joage, iat ^ 
from becoming the first Du tcb 
man to strike gold at the W 01 ^ 
Championships, emulatir. '8 
Annemarie Verstappen wh» J 
won tbe 1982 women's 200 
metres freestyle title. 

“My ankle was bothering me 
a lot this week and my trainer 


has been working with me be- 
cause it has been giving me a lot 
Of pain. Tm really happy and 
proud of myself for getting 
through.’’ Lenzi said. 

Sergei Lomanovsky of the 
Soviet Union, who had eclipsed 
Saturday’s three medallists in 
winning the event at last Au- 
gust’s Goodwill Games in Seat- 
tle ahead of Tan. could manage 
only seventh. 

Jongejans moved out of tbe 
shadow of his older sister Daph- 
ne when he won the men’s one- 
metre springboard diving world 
title. 

Jongejans, 24, said be bad 
mixed feelings as he grew up 
about being known as the little 
brother of Daphne, who is one 
year older. 

“People would rather talk to 
her," he told journalists. 

But he said while he found it 
frustrating that his talent was not 
being recognised then, he also 
appreciated the anonymity. 

The Jongejans are the only 
Dutch divers at the World 
Championships and Edwin is 
also the first men’s world cham- 
pion from the Netherlands in 
any water sport. 

They both moved to Miami, 
Florida, in 1984 to concentrate 
on diving and two years later 
Edwin won sponsorship from the 
Dutch Olympic Committee. 

A daily training routine in- 
cluding three hours diving plus 
weightlifting and stretching 


helped him win the European 
one-metre springboard title in 

1989. He reacted the diving 
finals at the Olympic; the follow- 
ing year. 

Jongejans said he was confi- 
dent before Saturday’s 12-man 
final. “There were about five or 
six guys who could win and I 
thought I was one of them." 

Meanwhile the International 
Swimming Federation (FINA) 
decided Saturday that Rome will 
stage the 1994 World Swimming 
Championships. 

FINA President Mustapha 
Larfaoui said Rome bad won an 
absolute majority over Bonn and 
Athens, tbe two other candi- 
dates, in a FINA bureau ballot 
for the next championships. 

Rome staged the Olympics in 
1960, the European Swimming 
Championships in 1983 and a 
one-off International Sw imming 
•Cup last August, as well as tbe 
1987 World Athletics Cham- 
pionships. 

The Italian capital will be 
seventh host of the quadrennial 
world championships, first held 
in Belgrade in 1973 and now 
taking place in Perth. 

Bonn staged the last Euro- 
pean championships in 1989, ■ 
while Athens mounted an unsuc- 
cessful challenge for the 1996 
Olympics. 

“It's the biggest thing for 
Rome since the Olympics,’* Ita- 
lian Swimming Federation Presi- 
dent Bartolo Consolo said. 


Swiss wins skiing Wor ld Cup downhill 


GARMISCH-PARTENKIR- 
CHEN, German (AP) — Daniel 
Mahrer of Switzerland overcame 
a slow start and mastered an icy 
track to win a close men’s Skiij- 
Worid Cup Downhill race on the 
classic Kandahar course Satur- 
day. 

Mahrer covered the 3,455- 
metre course in one minute, 
55.01 seconds tc score his first 
World Cup victory of the season 
and the fifth of his career. 

“It was incredibly difficult, 
you had to go all out from top to 
bottom,” Mahrer said. “It was 
icy, it was very selective." 

"I had a super race although I 
made a serious mistake. But I 
don't think there was anybody 
out there who did not make at 
least one mistake today,” he ' 
said. 

Mahrer, who turns 29 Sunday, 
started 12th and knew he hadib 
turn in a very fast time to beat 
the previous racers. 

He bad a slow start but soon 


found his grove and stayed on 
course through treacherous 
curves and jumps that had been 
partly covered with fresh over- 
night snowfall. 

Mahrer picked up speed in the 
bottom part of the course after 
clocking only the 10th fastest 
intermediate time in the top. 

He was nearly overtaken by 
the next skier, Atle Skaardai of 
Norway. The Norwegian was 
faster than Mahrer at the top, 
but a small mistake at the bot- 
tom of the course cost Skaardai 
precious time and he finished 
second at 1:55.07, in a tie with 
Hannes Zehentner of Germany. 

The race was so dose that only 
0.22 of a second separated the 
top 10 finishers. It also produced 
a record of three ties in the top 
10. 

“They are all good, they are 
trying' Hard,” Mahrer said. 

Zehentner said he wasn't sure 
where he lost time after posting 
the fastest time in the top part of 


the course. 

“ We were all malting mis- 
take: s it was very tough. The 
long curves were icy and very, 
very c difficult,” he said. 

Hein lut Hoeflehner of Au- 
stria, a winner here in 1985. and 
Lasse A. Tiesen of Norway were 
both time ** i n 1:55.09 to tie for 
fourth pla 02 ■ 

Bemi Hi k er of Germany and 
Rob Boyd Oi f Canada both dock- 
ed 1:55.13 tc ' share sixth place. 

Franz Hein; *r of Switzerland, 
who was first 1 'ut of the starting 
gate, finished 1 -ighth at 1:55.16 
and retained the. - lead in World 
Cup downhill standings by 
adding eight point s for a total of 
64. 

Alberto Tomba c Italy, who 
did not race here, re 'snained the 
overall World Cup 1 «ader with 
97 points. 

Marc Girardelli ot ' Luxem- 
bourg, who had a d twice of 
overtaking Tomba, fL"i ished a 


distant 47tb and failed to pick up 
any World Cup points. 

Skaardai retained his second 
place in downhill standings, 
adding 20 points for a total of 60. 
Zehentner, who also added 20 
points, vaulted to third place 
with 50, followed by Mahrer 
with 49. 

In overall standings. Heinzer 
moved past Girardelli to third 
place with a total of 84 points. 
Ole Christian Furuseth of Nor- 
way, who also skipped the dow- 
nhill, remained second behind 
Tomba with 88 points. 

The race had been thrown into 
doubt by warm weather and rain 
late Friday. But it later turned 
into snow and dumped a layer of 
fresh snow on top of tbe .course, 
allowing the Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen event to go oh as 
planned for the first time in four 
years. A super-G is scheduled 
for Sunday. 


Atlanta bids to host 
other world events 


Stich, Kui'ti to meet in 
Adelaide t ennis final 


ATLANTA (AP) — This host 
dty of the 19?5 Olympics would 
like to sport some hospitality for 
two other major athletic events! 
The 1993 IAAF Indoor Track 
And Field Championships and 
games of soccer’s 1994 World 
Cup. 

The Athletics Congress, the 
U.S. governing body for track- 
and field, formally submitted 
Atlanta’s bid Friday to host the 
1992 International Amateur 
Athletics Federation (IAAF) In- 
door Track And Reid Cham- 
pionships. 

The IAAF has received only 
one other bid, from Toronto — . 
ironically, one of Atlanta’s rivals 
in the bidding for the ’96 Olym- 
pics. The IAAF will announce 
the winning city later this month. 


The IAAF Indoor Cham- 
pionships would be held at the 
Georgia Dome, currently under 
construction and designated as 
the site of the National Football 
League's 1993 Super Bowl. 

Meanwhile, Atlanta World 
Soccer submitted its bid Friday 
to the World Cup USA 1994. If 
selected, Atlanta would host 
portions of soccer’s leading 
event being staged in 1994 in the 
United States foi the first time. 

Tbe city's complete presenta- 
tion is due in Washington in 
June. And later this year, the 
U.S. committee will make its site 
recommendations to FIFA, soc- 
cer’s governing world body, said 
John Pendergast, vice president 
of Atlanta World Soccer. 


ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) - “ 
Michael Stich rallied twice in tin. • 
second set to upset second- 
seeded American Jim Courier 
and advance to the final of the 
:S175,000 Australian Hard court 
Tennis Championships. 

Stich came back from 0-3 in 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


the set and from 3-6 in the 
tiebreakers to beat Courier 6-4, 
7-6 (8-6) and earn a berth in 
Sunday's final against Swede 
Nidas Kulti. 

Knlti. 19, defeated his com- 
patriot and donbles partner 
1 Magnus Larsson 7-5, 64 in the 
o. ther semifinal. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Lendl beats Steeb fn exhibition 

SALAMANDER BAY, Australia (AP) — Ivan Lendl defeated 
Germany’s Cari-Uwe Steeb 64, 6-2 Saturday in the final of the 
Roche Racquet Classic, a six-man exhibition tennis tournament. 
Lendl gave a commanding performance against die left-tended 
Steeb, one of his regular practice partners. No other matches 
were played Saturday. South African Christo Van Rensbuig and 
Swede Jonas Svcnsson were nursing min rtv injuries and American 
David Pate had to play in the qualifying rounds of the New Sputh 
Wales Open in Sydney. Lendl, ranked no. 3 in die world, lost to 
Van Rensburg in Ms opening round-robin match Wednesday, but 
then beat Steeb and Australian Wally Masur to make the final. 
The tournament, played at a te nnis resort owned by Lendl's coach 
Tony Roche, is one of a series of events leading up to the 
Australian Open Championships. 

Fromberg, Jonsson advance to final 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) — Australian Davis Cup 
player Richard Fromberg downed Swede Christian Bergstrom in 
a three-set marathon Saturday to advance to the final of rite 
$175,000 BP Nationals Tennis Tournament. Fromberg. who last 
year earned Ms first two professional tournament victories, 
defeated Bergstrom 6-3. 5-7, 7-6 (10-8) to earn a championship 
berth against unseeded Lars Jonsson. Jonsson, also of Sweden, 
beat sixth -seeded Omar Camporese of Italy 5-7, 6-3, 7-6 (7-3). 
Tbe tournament, which is being played on a plestipave synthetic 
surface, offers a first prize of $21,000. 

Becker to play in Rio challenge 

ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — Three-time Wimbledon cham- 
pion Boris Becker will conclude his preparation for the Australian 
Open Tennis Championships by playing in an exhibition event in 
Adelaide next week, organisers announced Saturday. Becker, 
who was beaten in tire first round of this week’s Australian 
Hardcourt championships in Adelaide, wfll play in the six-man 
Rio challenge from Wednesday rather than accept a wDd card 
entry into tbe New South Wales Open in Sydney. The Australian 
Open begins January 14 at the National Tennis Centre in 
Melbourne. Becker never has made it past tbe quarterfinals of tbe 
opening Grand Slam tournament of the year. The German 
replaces Austrian Thomas Muster in the field for the Rio 
I challenge, for which prize money is not disclosed. Muster has a 
shoulder injury, the organisers said in a statement. 

Boxer dies in car crash 

BRUGNATO, Italy (AP) — Argentine-born Italian Carlos 
Duran, a former European boxing champion and father of a 
reigning world champion, died from injuries sustained in a car 
crash along the Genoa-Leghorn Highway. Duran was 54. He’s 
survived by his widow Augusta and their sons Massimiliano 
and Alessandro, both active boxers. Massimiliano Duran is 
the reigning WBC cruise rweigbt champion. Traffic police 
reported that Carlos Duran’s Alfa Romeo car slammed into 
the rear of a truck Wednesday near this Ligurian town. He 
died in the hospital of La Spezia one hour later from several - 
skull and thoracic fractures, doctors said. Duran, who was 
born in Santa Fe who had transferred to Italy in 1960 to 
become an Italian citizen, had been an European superwelter- 
weight and middleweight champion between 1966 to 1972. His 
boxing career had been dramatically marked by tbe death of 
an opponent, German Jupp Elze. Elze collapse and died 
following an European title fight with Duran in Cologne. 
Duran retired in 1973, with a professional record of 65-10-7 
with one no-contest. He had later become the manager of his 
son Massimiliano, who successfully defended his WBC crown 
against Frenchman Anaclet Wamba in jRetpara .lasj, month. . 

Boxer slain in U.S. -« 

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — Internationally ranked boxer 
Marcellus Allen is dead from a gunshot wound, according to 
Portland police. The 24-year-old light heavyweight, who 
fought for a world championship last year,; died at Emanuel 
Hospital and heSth centre at Wednesday morning, about 12 
hours after being admitted with a gunshot wound, authorities 
said. The slaying was under investigation Friday, but no 
arrests had been made, said police Sgt. perrick Foxworth. 
A.22-caliber handgun was recovered at the northeast Portland 
apartment where Allen was shot. Foxworth said results of the 
police investigation would be turned over to the Multnomah 
County district attorney’s office to decide whether charges 
should be pressed. Allen was shot once after arguing with his 
estranged girlfriend, Danielle Anderson, 27, Foxworth said. 
The Portland boxer bled to death from a gunshot wound to the 
abdomen, said Paul Horan, a Multnomah County deputy 
medical examiner. 


JEFF, QUICK/ 
RUN AND GET 
A PLUMBER! 
MY CELLAR IS 
FILLING WITH 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& 1 ANN AH H1RSCH 
. 1990 TnoufW Meets Inc. 


LOOK TWICE BEFORE YOU LEAP 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ K 10 3 
~ 6 

, Q 9 8 7 S 3 

* K J 4 

WEST EAST 

*J64 »Q875 

7 Q ID 8 2 7 954 

: k 4 : A J 6 2 

❖ 10 982 *76 


SOUTH 

♦ A 9 2 

T A K J 73 
7 10 

* A Q 5 3 
The bidding: 

North East So nth 

Pass Pass I 7 


East 

Sooth 

West 

Pass 

I ? 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 


Opening lead: Ten of * 

Don’t jump at the first possibility 
that presents itself. Quite often 
there's a more profitable line lurk- 
ing in tbe busbes. 

South made a practical decision 
when North, a passed hand, re- 
sponded in South's short suit. 
Chances for slam were virtually nil. 
so South simply bid what he expect- 
ed to make. 

With eight fast tricks in sight, 
declarer won the opening club lead 
in dummy and rook a losing heart 
finesse- West persevered with dubs, 
but when declarer gave up a second 
heart trick, the defenders— needed 


tricks fast. West found the way to 
get them by shifting to the king and 
another diamond. The defenders 

banked three diamond tricks to go 
with the two hearts — down one. 

Declarer was in too much of a 
hurry. A careful inspection of the 
combined assets would have un- 
earthed a ninth trick in a way that 
would almost guarantee the con- 
tract. Declarer should have gone af- 
ter diamonds for his ninth trick! 

To do that, declarer will probably 
need ail the entries to the table he 
can muster, so the opening lead 
should be won in hand and the ten 
of diamonds run to East's jack. If 
the cards are distributed as above, 
the defenders are helpless.' Suppose 
East shifts to a heart (best). Declarer 
rises with the king, crosses to dum- 
my with the jack of clubs and leads a 
high diamond. West wins the king, 
but be cannot continue hearts into 
South’s tenace. in due course, de- 
clarer will return to dummy with a 
club to force out the defense's re- 
maining diamond winner, and the 
king of spades serves as the entry to 
cash the good diamonds. Declarer 
romps home with 10 easy tricks. The 
power of the diamond spotcards is 
so overwhelming that there artf only 
a few improbable distributions 
where this line won’t deliver the 
contract. 


Andy Capp 



J OH, IT WILL* , 
W1U_rr?TU4Tf£ 
?- WHAT 
YOU THINK/ J 




WEAR THAT PET? HOW 
DO THE V EXPECT A 
►MWS MISSUS TO \ 
drag A MEaWBAG J 
— . L .IKE THAT 
^>7rH ROUGH *S 
■^/Ti HE HOUSE-/ J 


—I k.l 

; 





SANDSTORMS ARE DIFFERENT 
FROM SNOWSTORMS... 



AFTER A SNOWSTORM, WE 
USED TO RUN OUTSIDE A ND 
BUILD A SNOWMAN ..WE'D USE 
A CARROT FOR M15 NOSL"... 


' MmM 

m ■ 1 


RIGHT NOW, IF I MAD A 
CARROT, \'D EAT IT \ 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JANUARY <, 1991. 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll lighter Foundation- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Cer- 
tainly not a day to take djances but 
you wfll find that by a steady 
application to duties at hand and 
by not allowing yourself to goon 
on tangents, you will avoid poten- 
tiall y advene aspects. 

ARlRSi (March 21 to April 19) 
Forget trying to 

son to do what you dunk should be 

done and instead do your duty asa 

good citizen and yon will make 
headway. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is tbe moment for you to 
avoid a conflict between an official 
ayyj a partner ant to best nse this 
day by getting a new idea on 
developing yonr character. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to sidestep that follow associ- 
ate wbo has a chip on his shoulder 
and to find what those dose to you 
emotionally expect of you at tins 
time. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look for the silver lining 
in any contact with others and try 
to live tite Golden Rule with both a 
partner, and & member of your 
family. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There 
is much activity for you to do to 
show you are really of those about 
and you cangain their confidence 
and good wflfby being very help- 
ful. 

VIRGO*. (August 22 to September 
22) A ri"»e to have a very good 


dm e at the pleasures you like so 
lou g as you do not make critical 
remarks to others and use much 
cart: in travelling. 

UB RA: (September 23 to.O ctobcr 
22) ‘ There are some proven princi- 
ples you would be wise to pul into 
practice at your residence ff you 
wan t tins day to be a day of rest 
and gMw”- 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Yon are very much con- 
fuse d what you should do about a 
particular tarnation facing you but 
if yo u teiy on a usual contact more, 
its solved. 

SAG HTTAKIDS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A day to be as 
prac deal as you can in dong more 
thin, gs that can bring a grater 
amo cut of stability in your Kfis and 
In nslations with others. 

CAt TRICORN*. (December 22 to 
January 20) A good friend and a 
financial problem can conflict so 
pmfc e a point to keep the two as 
separate as possible and concen- 
trate t upon what you wish. 

AQl JARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have been so busy 
doin g for others you have not had 
the t ime to concentrate upon your 
own desires so do this today and 
stay away from the limelight. 

PlSC’ES: (February 20 to March 
20) .Avoid that new interest that 
seem a to be occupying your time 
and attention and get nd of tbe 
thin s 5 s you have promised to do fan 
have not yet. 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris 




‘Normally I think tattoos are kind 
of sexy. Howevc^r..." 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




Yesterday’s 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the - surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested bj • the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GLOVE HIKER CANINE BOUGHT 

Answer What the nudist ca mp’s star athlete ran a 
hundred yards In— NOTHING 


THE Daily Crossword * 





ACROSS 
1 Information 
5 Psychiatrist 


Kenneth Witte 



10 Smidgens 

14 Excited 

15 Clamor 

16 Concerning 

17 Site of some 
memories? 

20 Heb. priest 

21 Hair solution 

22 Sound 

23 Go downhill 
25 "The 


26 Giant great 

27 Football team 
29 Nebula 

element 

32 Well-made 

33 Ages and 
ages 

36 Keeps silent 

40 Cote 
creature 

41 Coronet 

42 Monster 

43 Barks shrilly 

44 Musical 
syllable 

46 Yellow color 
49 Wise king 

53 Wide open 

54 Steeple 

56 " — Maria" 

57 Inadvertent 
remark 

60 Sheltered bay 

61 Vibrant 

62 Related 

63 Filled with 
wonder 

64 Gave out 

65 Garden tools 

DOWN 

1 Passe 

2 Spry 

3 Subject 

4 Gone by 

5 Consecrate 

6 Eng. poet 

7 Fabrications 

8 Being 

9 Soak flax 


anna 

— mmjm 

Saaai 


^■■■laRSRaR^aaH 


aaauR 




EaaR 
^■■■aaa 

■■■ an 


nnrv inn 
nnn 
mnn 

nnn 
nnn 


10 Middle East 
moolah 

11 Point of view 

12 Spread news 

13 Bird food 

18 Glass material 

19 Cook too long 

24 of the 
Flies” 

25 77 , and switch 

27 Afrikaners 

28 Noted lioness 

29 Female 

30 Pull along 

31 Porter 

32 — back 
(recover) 

33 Potential bird 

34 " — Town” 

assap" f£r , “ 
2 HE. * SS5? 

categories 50 Backus role 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnn 
inni nnnn nnn 
ratnn 

mjnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
'nnnn nnnn 
•Jin nnn nnnnn 
n rannnnnnn 

rsHr.E nnrlri 
r intJQ °nn Fim 
r nnn 

nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn 


51 Small egg 

52 Requires 

54 Ft. town 

55 Silvers or 
Foster 

58 Passing 
fancy 

59 Extrema- 




















Le Jourdain Supplement 


en frangais 


Golden Age Home 

La seconde famine des vieux 


4, 


Elle a travaillft presque 
3 ^i toate sa vie cotmne femme de 
manage. Elle a envoys son 
fils unique k Tfttranger pour 
...... qu’il poursrave ses fttudes de 

-j;. mftdecine. Et aujourd’hui le 
~ void, son cfipldme en poche, 

< revenu dans son pays. CTest 

- ■- sa mftre qui a payft tous les 
- frais. «Le fils ingrat s’est 

- * '*_" v? mari6 ft une fttrangftre*, pr6- 
v ’ i‘ " dse Isaaf Shkaire, prftsidente 

~ i - '•'> a de l’association des Lits 
c- .. Blancs, dont le Golden Age 
■' Home (la maison de FSge 

- lyl' d’or) est une Emanation. Les 
. :.;J; *\\ h ftvftnements tournent trfes mal 

ensuite. La jeune ftpouse re- 
^ fuse totalement d’ouvrir son 

foyer ft sa belle mftre et le fils 
' - : - r /' n’a qa’une idfte: placer sa 
- mftre dans une maison de 
..L.J ■■■ * retraite. B a choisi le Golden 
Age Home et il paye rftgn- 
; ~ 7 - Kftrement la pension de 100 

i . JD environ. Un jour, sa mftre 

■ tombe malade. On la trans- 
, . 7 porte ft 1’hOpital. On met son 
' ’ fib docteur au courant. Ce 
: dernier rftpond qu’il arrive 

' " tout de suite. Elle l’attend 

- r'7*7' toujours... 

:r V.7 L’ association des Lits 
- :.."7 ' Blancs a vu le jour le 2 

octobre 1972. CTfttait une 
1 — idfte du Dr Mohammed 

Albachir, anden ministre de 
la Sant 6. Un acddent d’hftfi- 


coptftre ne lui a pas permis de 
se rftjouir de la rftussite de 
cette creation nouvelle dame 
une sodfttft oft les vieilles 
personnes sont tradrtionelle- 
ment accueillies et respect ftes 
par leurs enfants, mais oft, 
comme partout, certaines 
families font exception. A 
cette ftpoque, ouvrir et soute- 
nir un foyer pour personnes 
ftgftes fttait presque une pre- 
miftre an Moyen-Orient. 

Outre le travail qu’ils font 
au sein de ce foyer, les re- 
sponsables de Fassodation ai- 
dent parfois les hOpitaux d’E-. 
tat. Us donnent bftnftvole- 
ment des cours d’hygiftne aux 
infirmiftres et au personnel, 
lenr apprennent le bon fonc- 
tionnement des appareils 
electro-managers ou tiennent 
une cafeteria. CTest le cas 
notamment ft Thdpital 
Albachir ft Ashrafieh. 

Les residents du foyer, 
actuellement au nombre de 
57, ont souvent Fair miser- 
able, un pen fatiguft, et le 
visage p&le. Us souffrent ft 
Fftvidence d’fttre ftloignfts de 
leur famille et de la socifttft. 
Us racontent avec nostalgie le 
dftroulement des journftes 
epuisantes de leur jeunesse et 
combien ils ont travaillft pour 
rendre leurs enfants plus. 



Le sonrire des bftnftvofes aide les vkux ft 

heureux. M. X est ftg ft de 68 travaille actuellement au 
ans. Originaire de Jafa en Golden Age Home s’ftlftve ft 
Palestine, il avoue qu’il hait 28 et Fassodation espftre voir 
ses beiles-filles car aucune venir ft elle encore plus de 
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Gouvernement: la continnite 

La semaine demiftre, le 
gouvernement Badran, a 
procftdft ft un important re- 
maniement ministftriel. 

Cinq ministres «Frftres 
Musulmans» y ont notam- 
ment fait leur entnfte. Le 
remaniement etart attendu 
depuis plusieurs semaines. 

Bien sur l’entrfte en force 
du bloc islamique dans le 
gouvernement un mois 
aprfts I’ftlection de M. Ara- 
biat — Frftre Musulman lui 
mftme — ft la prftsidence de 
la Cbambre des Dftputfts, a 
fait sensation dans la presse 
Internationale. Pouxtant, la 
d^noon^c foncoomic ciW r: 

est tout ft fait, logique true la premiftre force politique du 
pays occupe des postes^dans le pouvoir exftcutif. 

Cette Evolution a susritft des reactions differentes ft 
Fintftrieur et ft Fexterieur du pays. Nous laisserons tomber 
la reaction des Israfttiens fondde sur une hostility notoire 
envers la Jordanie, particuliftrement dans les circonstances 
actuelles. 

A Fint6rieur, le remaniement n’est pas accueilli avec 
satisfaction par tout le monde. Trois groupes par- 
lementaires ont 6t£ exdus du nouveau gouvernement. 
Cest le cas d’abord du groupe des libtSraux qui est all6 
jusqu’ft dire que le remaniement avait «divis6 la chambre 
basse au lieu de la renforcer>. Ensuite, le bloc des 
nationalistes a refuse d’entrer dans ce nouveau gouveme- 
ment malgr6 son alliance parlementaire avec le bloc 
islamique. Les nationalistes en effet ont vot<5 contre le 
premier gouvernement Badran lors de sa formation en 
janvier de Fann6e demiftre. Ils exigeaient la formation d’un 
nouveau gouvernement avec un nouveau programme or le 
remaniement actuel ne rftpond pas ft cette condition 
fondaraentale ft leurs yeux. 

Une attitude semblable a fttft adoptfte trfts tfit par le 
Rassemblement des partis de gauche. Celui-d a annoncft 
— a la fin du mois de novembre dernier — qu’ft son avis les 
circonstances que traverse actuellement le pays imposaient 
la formation d’un gouvernement de «coalition rationale*. 
Le Rassemblement n’a done pas fttft represents am 
gouvernement et n’a mftme pas fttft consults. 

Le nouveau gouvernement Badran comprend done trois 
«partis>»: outre les Islamistes (7 portefeuilles), on y trouve 
le bloc national (2 ministres) et surtout une grande majoritft 
(au moins quatorze portefeuilles) de ministres sans etiquet- 
te ou d’etiquette «autre», qui font plus ou moins partie de 
ce qu’on peut appeler F«establishment> du pouvoir politi- 
que et economique dans Ie pays. 

L ’a vantage de cette coalition est qu’elle assure une 
majority de voix parlementaires (44 sur 80) au nouveau 
gouvernement Badran. Mais il ne s’agit pas d’un gouveme- 
ment d’unite nationale, dont on ressent pourtant le besoin 
urgent au niveau populaire compte tenu des dangers que 
court le pays dans la conjoncture actaeDe trfts instable. On 
peut mftme aller plus loin et se demander s*0 existe, au 
fond, de gran des differences entre les trois tendances qui 
ferment le gouvernement. Tout au long de leur histoire en 
tant que parti politique autorisft, les Frftres Mosul mans ont 
soutenu les politiques appliquftes au pays. De plus, leur 
programme pour sortir le pays de ses crises dans l’fttat 
actuel des choses n’est pas clair du tout. Leur accueil au 
sein du gouvernement n’est-il pas un piftge destinft ft mettre 
cette ambiguitft au grand jour? 

Sur le plan du fonctionnement parlementaire, il n’est pas 
sflr non plus que Ie gouvernement recueillera une majoritft 
des voix quel que soit Fobjet du vote. D’abord, une fissure 
est apparue au sein de la coalition islamo-nationaliste du 
fait de la non-participation des nationalistes au gouveme- 
ment. De plus, le vote de la nouvelle loi de Dftfense la 
semaine demiftre a montrft que les dftputfts islamiques 
peuvent voter aux odtfts des nationalistes et du bloc 
dftmocratique (la gauche), ce qui laisse penser que le 
gouvernement Badran jxmrrait tomber ft n’importe quel 
moment faute de quelques voix. 

Ce gouvernement, «blanc-bonnet bonnet-blano au delft 
des apparences, est-3 conform c ft F image qu’on a aujour- 
d*hin de la democratic? Avons-nous dPailleurs le droit de 
bavarder de tout cela au moment ou tine tempftte menace 
de se dftchmner (fict peu sur la region? L’actualitft a 
tranchft! 


d’elles ne veut Faccueillir 
chez elle. <de n’irai jamais 
voir mes petits-enfants. Non 
pas que je n’aie pas envie d’y 
aller, au contraire, mais on 
ne me reconnalt pas ce droit. 
CTest pourquoi je passerai 
tout le reste de ma vie 
malheureux et triste.* M. X 
ne veut pas qu’on sache son 
nom car fl estime que sa 
famille aurait honte de lire 
son nom dans un journal. 
«OueUe vie! Cest l’oubli le 
plus total! s’exclame-t-il les 
lannes aux yeux. Est-ce parce 
que nous ne sommes plus 
bons ft rien que la socifttft ne 
veut plus de nous et nous 
rejette?* 

Une mftre de 60 ans, 
aveugle, trfts attachfte ft ses 
enfants rftclame incessam- 
ment des communications 
tftlftphoniques avec eux. Les 
fils, pour leur part, restent 
totalement sourds ft ces 
appels matemels. Alors le 
personnel de la maison donne 
le change, tftlftphonant d’un 
autre poste et se faisanc pas- 
ser pour ses enfants. Ils rem- 
placent ainsi l’attention, 
vitale pour cette mftre, que 
ses enfants ne savent lui don- 
ner, lui permettant de garder 
un certain ftquilibre. 

L’effectif du petsonnel qui 


bftnftvoles s’intftressant ft cet- 
te aide sod ale. L’Etat, pour 
sa part, apporte sa contribu- 
tion en payant I’hftbergement 
des quelques peso ones totale- 
ment dftpourvues de res- 
sources. 

Trois fois plus d’hommes 
que de femmes ont ftlu domi- 
cile au Golden Age Home. 
La raison en est simp le: les 
femmes sont gftnftralement 
plus ft mftme de se dftbrouiller 
seules chez elles. 

Lyla Altaher, vice- 
prftsidente de Fassodation 
des Lits Blancs encourage 
vivement les jeunes ft mieux 
respecter les lois de la reli- 
gion, les traditions et les 
coutumes des anefttres qui 
recommandent de donner 
une place convenable ft ces 
vieux qui sont les jeunes 
d’autrefois. Mme Altaher 
ajoute qu’il est important de 
faire partidper les vieux aux 
conversations familiales 
quotidiennes et de ne pas les 
laisscr scuis trop souvents. 
Les couches sodales les plus 
atteintes, selon elle, par la 
maladie de «la belle fille au 
foyer; la belle mftre ft l’asile* 
sont souvent les couches les 
plus riches et les phis culti- 
vftes de la sodftte. 


Nouveaux prototypes 

Les motos de 1’avenir 


En dfipit des ftchecs qu’ils ont 
rencontres dans ce domaine, les 
Frangais n’ont pas renonc£ k 
constnrire une raoio de grosse 
cylindrfte pour le grand 
toorisme, ni mftme d’innover 
dans ce domaine. 

Louis-Marie Boccardo, ing- 
ftnieur do CNAM (Conserva- 
toire National des Arts et 
Mfttiers), qui s’est d’abord dis- 
tinguft dans la fabrication de 
machines de prftcision agro- 
alimentaires, s’est jadideuse- 
ment fondft sur plusieurs 6 rudes 
de march 6 pour conforter son 
projet. 

Dans un premier temps, il 
crfte une moto autour d’un 
moteur d’automobile fabriquft 
en grande sftrie pour abaisser le 
prix de revient. Ce fut 1’Aftro 97 
k moteur TU 2/4 SPA (celui de 
l’AX sport et de la 205 rallye), ft 
quatre cylindres en ligne, re- 
froidis par eau, de 1.124 cm3 de 
cyiindrfte, modifift de fagon ft 
rftpondre aux besoins d’une- 
moto. Cette machine, sortie en 
1989, peut atteindre 228 km/h et 
consomme 4,61 ft 120 km/h. 

Elle se distingue notamment 
par 1'autonomte que lui donne 
son rftservoir de 30 litres, qui 
conconn anssi, par sa disposition 
triple, ft ftqullibrer les masses. 
Un cofire spadeux a pris la place 
du rftservoir habituel... 

L’Aftro 97 mise aussi sur la 
longftvitft et les fadlitfts d’entre- 
tien devenoes courantes dans 
raotomobfle. D s’agit enfin de 
profiter de la production en 
grande sftrie beaucoup plus ftco- 
nomique (33000 unitfts par jour 
dans le cas prftsent). d’ftviter des 
fttudes couteuses, d’avoir facile 
ment ft disposition des piftces de 
rechange, et de permettre 
l’ftchange standard. 

Puis, dans le mftme esprit, vint 
une autre machine sans prece- 
dent, puisque e’est un moteur 
Diesel qui la propulse: le TUD 
1.360 cm3 que fabrique Peugeot. 
D’aprfts les etudes de marcbe 


menftes, le marchft de la moto 
Diesel, engin economique et li- 
able, est appeift ft se dftvelopper 
dans les annftes qui viennent. 
Decharge du poids de 1’automo- 
bDe, ce type de moteur pourrait 
parcourir 250.000 km sans au- 
cune difficult^. 

Le TUD, qui dftveloppe 57 
chevaux, emmftne 1’engin ft plus 
de 175 km/h pour une con- 
sommation d’une sobrifttft 
jamais atteinte sur one moto: 2,7 
1 ft 90 km/h et 331 ft 120 km/h, au 
100 km. 

Le bruit et les vibrations 
propres au Diesel iorsqu’ii 
to urne ft rarrftt, disparaissent 
dfts que la premiftre vitesse est 
endenchfte. Le moteur, qui est 
trfts souple et dont les accelera- 
tions sont bonnes, a un couple 
exception nelle mem puissant, 
mftme ft bas regime. La Boccar- 
do Aftro Diesel invite ft la balade 
et aux longs parcours. Elle pour- 
rait aussi sftdurre les amateurs de 
side-car. 

Que la moto frangaise ait dis- 
part! du marchft avant cette re- 
naissance spectaculaire ne doit 
pas faire oubtier la contribution 
d’Etf Aquitaine ft Ffttude de 
motos de compfttition depuis 
1978, expftrimentftes sur les 
grands circuits mondiaox ft partir 
de 1981. 

Sur la machine expftrimentale 
Elf X, I’ingftnieur Andrft Cor- 
tanze a innovft en remplagant le 
cadre classique par un moteur 
porteur et en erftant des suspen- 
sions direct ement tnspirftes de 
celles de 1’automobile. 

Des versions ultftrieures. Elf E 
1.000 cc et Elf 3, ft^uipftes de 
moteurs Honda, ont battu dix 
records du monde en 1986. De- 
puis le 28 septembre 1988, Hon- 
da Motor a acquis les droits 
cT exploitation de brevets pour 
appliquer la technique de sus- 
pension Elf ft des machines de 
sftrie. 

Jacques Baudeneau 


Pour oublier qu’on les oub- 
lie, les pensionnaires s’adon- 
nent k la cigarette. 80 ft 85% 
des residents foment, une 
quantitft moyenne de 2 ft 3 
paquets par jour. 

Au sein du foyer, on s’ef- 
force d’entretenir une atmos- 
phere saine et la propretft 
rftgne d’une fagon remarqu- 
able: les lits sont faits, le linge 
est d’un blanc parfait et les 
chambres sont confortables 
eraftrft«ts: Ponry accneillir un 
rftsident, .Fassodation de- 
mands une somroe de 80 JD 
par mois afin de couvrir les 
frais d'entretien. Une somme 
qui peut monter si la person- 
ne ftgfte n’est pas capable de 
faire sa toilette et d’fttre 


autonome, jusqu’ft 120 JD 
par mois en cas de paralysie 
quasi-totale. 

L'ftge minimum requis est 
de 60 ans, celui de la retraite. 
Il faut en outre n’avoir au- 
cune personne de soutien ft 
domicile et ne pas dtre atteint 
de maladies contagieuses. 

Pour tous les residents du 
Golden Age Home, le foyer 
est une planche de salut qui 
leur evite de sombrer dans la 
nrisftre et le dftsespoir. II ne 
fait aucun doute pourtant que 
tous auraient prftfftrft qu’une 
plus grande gratitude fami- 
liale leur evite d’avoir recours 
ft cette charitft sodale. 

Osama Al-Qudah 


Juifs sovtetiques en Israel 

Les dangers de 1’immigration 

de plus en plus hors d’atteinte. 


_ Le dernier jour de l'annfte qui 
vient de s'achever, rimmigraut 
juif sovifttique No 200.000 est 
arrivft ft l'aftroport Ben Gourioo 
en Israftl. Ce nombre est supftr- 
ieur ft celui de tous les immig- 
rants juifs sovifttiques (197.000) 
que le mouvement sioniste avait 
rftussi ft faire venir en Israel en 
trente ans (de 1960 ft 1989). E est 
mftme supftrieur ft celui des arri- 
vants de toutes provenances de- 
puis la erftation de 1’Etat hftbreu 
en 1948. Dftcrivant le mouve- 
ment de transfert de ce grand 
nombre d’im migrants, surtout 
lors des deux demiftres semaines 
de dftcembre dernier, Yitzhak 
Shamir, le Premier ministre 
israftlien jubDait: «CTest un ft tat 
d’urgence agrftable*! 

Ce «sucote» intervient aprfts 
de longs et nombreux dftboires 
subis par Ie mouvement sioniste 
entre 1974 et 1989. Durant ces 
quinze ans, les Juifs arrivant 
dTJRSS ft la «correspondance» 
de Vienne prftfftraient prendre le 
chemin des Etats-Unis plutdt 
que de monter dans i’avion pour 
Israel, mais de plus, im nombre 
ciroissant de Juifs quittaient 
Israel. La crise ft con o mi que, la 
guerre contre les Palestinians, la 
difficult d’adaptation ft la 
socifttft israftlienne fttaient, entre 
autres, les raisons de 1’abandon 
du «rftve sioniste* transformft au 
fii des ans en cauchemar. 

Cct afflux nouveau de Juifs 
d'URSS n’aurait pas pu avoir 
lieu sans le changement des lois 
sovifttiques permettant aux 
dtoyens d’ftnrigrer ni surtout 
sans un accord — et peut fttre 
one complicate — entre les auto- 
ritfts sovifttiques et l’Agence 
juive, Forgauisme semi-officiel 
qui administre {'immigration 
vers Israftl. 

Cette armada d’immigrants li- 
bftre Israel d’nn problftme aigu 
et ra qui ft tant pour les dirigeants 
israftbens: la «crise dftmographi- 

qne». Cct Etat qui prfttendait 
fttre «Ia patrie d’un peuple* 
cherchait ft tr avers le monde des 
dtoyens! En 1977, les dirigeants 
de Tel- Aviv fttaient au bord du 
dftsespofr. ParaUftlement au re- 
fus et ft rimpossibilitft des Juifs 
d*Union Sovifttique d’immigrer. 


les Palestimens, eux, doublaient 
leur natalitft. La peur d’une 
transformation dTsrael en un 
Etat bi-national empechait ses 
dirigeants d’annexer ia Cisjorda- 
nie et Gaza (environ 1,7 million 
d’habitai]t5). Ajoutons ft cela les 
800.000 Palestinians en Galilfte, 
ft Nazareth et dans le Triangle. 
Selon certains observateurs, les 
Israfttiens fttaient sur le point de 
nftgocier en 1988 et au dftbut de 
1989 avec l’OLP pour mettre fin 
ft 1’ impasse de leur politique sur 
les plans militaire et dftmog- 
raphique. 

L’ afflux des Juifs sovifttiques 
en Palestine occupfte, en revan- 
che, pose de gros problftmes 
pour la question de la paix au 
Proche-Orient. 

D’abord, cette immigration 
renforce l’intransigeance des 
dirigeants israft liens dans leur 
refus de toute solution politique 
ou compromis reconnaissant le 
minimum de droits nationaux 
aux Palestiniens, en premier h'eu 
leur droit ft fttablir leur propre 
Etat en Palestine. La politique 
amftricaine ne donne aucun e- 
ment l’impression de faire un 
tant soit peu pression sur Tel- 
Aviv pour rftduire cette intran- 
sigeance. Pire encore, Washing- 
ton accorde one aide financiftre ft 
Israel pour l’absorption des 
nouveaux immigrants. 

Cette' situation ne laisse aux 
Palestiniens d’autre cboix que de 
pouisoivre leur Iritifada. Leur 
dft termination ft s’accrocher ft 
lenr terre va doubler car, d’ores 
et dftjft, les Israfttiens ne cachent 
pas leurs intentions. Pour im- 
pianter des ceotaines de milti ers 
de Juifs sovifttiques, 0 faut de la 
terre, du travail, de l’eau, etc... 
Les dirigeants de Tel-Aviv par- 
lent de i’arrivfte cTun milli on de 
Juifs d’id 1992. Les fanatiques 
israfttiens reparlent avec en- 
tbousiasme de «construire Ie 
Grand Israftl*. Cela signitie que 
la politique d 'expulsion -ou de 
transfert — des Palestiniens va 
connaltre un rythme accftlftrft. 
Pire encore, la Jordanie elle- 


Les dirigeants jordaniens ont 
pris conscience de ces dangers 
dfts le dftbut de J’annfte demiftre. 
Ed concertation permanente 
avec l’OLP, de grands efforts 
politiques et diplomatiques ont 
fttft dftployfts pour mettre en 
garde les autres pays arabes et 
les principal es puissances du 
monde contre les nouveaux dan- 
gers qui menacent les efforts 
pour ramener la paix au Proche- 
Orient, du fait de rimmigration 
des Juris sovifttiques en Israel. 

D’autre part, Q semble que les 
autoritfts israftliennes se heurtent 
ft de gros problftmes pour l’in- 
stallation de leurs nouveaux im- 
migrants. D’abord l’investiss- 
ment insuffisant ne pennet pas 
de construire assez de loge- 
ments. On a done dfr avoir re- 
cours ft des tentes et des cara- 
van es pour les loger dans les 
territoires palestiniens occupfts. 
Vu le grand nombre d’arrivants 
chaque jour, semblent s’ajouter 
des problftmes d’admnistration, 
d’accuefl et de manque de ser- 
vices. Nombreux sont les 
nouveaux arrivants qui sont vic- 
tim es da chftmage. Ils soufirent 
de la vie chftre et des difficultfts 
d’adaptation ft une socifttft de 
type occidental minfte par de 
nombreuses contradictions. De 
jeunes savants sovifttiques qui 
vivaient bien en Union Soviftti- 
que vivent actuellement dans la 
misftre en Israel. Des femmes de 
formation supftrieure ont dfi se 
prostituer pour pouvoir gagner 
leur vie. Cest ce qui ressort des 
informations en provenance 
dTsxaftl. Dftjft, 20.000 immig- 
rants juifs demaxident ft retour- 
ner en Union Sovifttique. Une 
imm igrante, Natacha, a ftcrit 
dans une lettre ft une amie 
sovifttique au Caire: «Tu avals 
raison quand tu m’as conseillfte 
de ne pas venir id. Mais que 
puis-je faire maintenant? Tout 
est cher id, la vie est vide, 
l’armfte tue les palestiniens, tout 
le monde court demftre l’argent. 


mftme est menaefte par les visftes Je me sens fttrangftre id. Cer- 
expansionistes des dirigeants tains d’entre nous pensent dftja 
israfttiens. Alors, la paix qu’on au suidde: nous avons fttft vic- 
croyait si proebe devient de fait times de la propagande 


sioniste. » (Lettre publifte par 
Fhebdomadaire ftgyptien «A1- 
Ahatiw le 12 dftcembre dernier). 

Au delft dp ces drames que la 
presse dite Internationale cache 
minutieusement, rimmigration 
des Juifs sovifttiques est censfte 
ftquilibrer la composition de la 
sodfttft israftlienne. Rappelons 
que celle-d distingue officielle- 
ment des dtoyens de premiftre 
catftgorie (les Ashkftnses ou Juifs 
europftens), ceux de second rang 
(les Sftpharades ou Juifs orien- 
taux) et enfin les Arabes palesti- 
niens, dtoyens de troisiftme 
catftgorie. Une sodfttft racist e 
par excellence, quoi! 

Les Sftpharades reprftsentent 
70% de la population israfttien- 
ne. Us sont pourtant systftmati- 
quement ftcartfts des postes 
supftrieurs de 1’Etax et ne re- 
prftsentent que 20% des mem- 
bres du pari ement israftlien. Les 
Ashkftnases, qui se considftrent 
supftrieurs ft leurs condtoyens 
Sftpharades, craignent la 
domination numftrique de ceux- 
ci. L' afflux des Juifs sovifttiques 
considftrfts comme wAshkft- 
nases* va rfttablir i ’ftquilibre 
dans l’hfttftrogftnftitft de la 
sodfttft israftlienne. Cela pour- 
rait fttre source de nouveaux 
conflits entre les deux com- 
mon autfts en approfondissant Ie 
sentiment de sftgrftgation radale. 

La communautft interna- 
tional devrait assumer sa re- 
sponsabtiitft face ft ce problftme 
grave, car plus que jamais la paix 
au Proche-Orient est i’affaire du 
monde entier, pardcubftrement 
des puissances europftennes qui 
ont crftft Israel au cceur du 
monde arabe. Cette paix passe ra 
foreftment par la reconnaissance 
des droits nationaux des Palesti- 
niens. Si ceux-d ne sont pas 
protftgfts de l’agression et de 
i’expansionnisme israfttiens, per- 
sonne ne pourra les blftmer d’ac- 
centuer leur lutte contre I’oc- 
cupation comme l'a ftvoquft La 
semaine demiftre un haut re- 
sponsable du Fatah, Abou Iyad, 
lors d’un grand meeting ft Am- 
man. 

Suleiman Sweiss 
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EN BREF 


Remaniement. Le Premier ministre jordanien, Mondar Badran, a 
precede mardi ft un remaniement ministftriel qui a permis I’cntrfte des 
Frftres Musulmans au gouvernement pour la premiftre fois dans 
1’histoire de la Jordanie. Les Frftres Musulmans obtiennent cinq 
portefeuilles dont le ndmstftre de 1’Education qui fttait la condition 
sine-qua-non de leur partidpation. Les ministftres de la Justice, de la 
Santft, des Affaires religieuses et du dftveloppement social leur out 
fttft ftgalement aDoufts. Parmi les dix nouveaux ministres, sept fttaient 
dftputfts et on sftnateur. Marwan al-Kassem, seul minis tre «politique» 
ft avoir dftmisionnft, est remplacft au ministftre des Affaires 
Etrangftres par le dftputft Taber al-Masri. 

Tonxnfte. Le roi Hussein a entrepris one ultrme miss ion en Europe 
poor tenter de prftvenir un conflit dans la rftgion. Au cours de cette 
tournfte, il a notamment rencontrft le nouveau Premier ministre 
britannique John Major. 

Avions. Deux nouveties compagnies aftriennes oedden tales, KLM 
(Pays-Bas) et Lufthansa (Allemagne), cessent de desservir Amman 
ce mois-d en raison des pertes enregistrftes sur cette ligne du fait de la 
crise du Golfe. KLM et Lufthansa assuraient chacune deux vote 
hebdomadaires vers Amman. Aprfts la suspension de leurs vols, 
Air-France est l’unique compagnie oedden tale ft dftsservir cette 
destination. Alitalia et Swissair avaient suspendu leurs vols en 
octobre, ftgalement pour des raisons commerciales. 

DftploiemenL La Jordanie a renforeft son dispositif militaire dftfensif 
face ft Israel ft la suite des rftcentes declarations israfttiennes mettant 
en garde Amman contre (’utilisation de son territoire par 1’irak. Une 
source jordanierme bien informfte a prddsft que des unitfts sup- 
plftmentaires cTinfanterie et de blindfts jordaniennes ont pris rftcem- 
ment position le long des 380 km de la ligne de cessez-le-feu avec 
1’Etat hftbreu. La dftfense anti-aftrienne autour d’ Amman a par 
aiUeurs fttft renforefte. 

Palestine. Le prftsident de I’Assemblfte Gftnftrale de 1’ONU, Guido 
de Marco, est arrivft hier ft Amman et a visitft le camp palestmien de 
Baqa. D revenait d’une visite de 48 heures en Cisjordanie et ft Gaza 
occupfts par Israel, la premiftre du genre depuis I’tnvasioo israftlien- 
ne. D a lancft a cette occasion un appei ft une conference 
mtemationale de paix, inch quant que la situation dans les territoires 
devenait de phis en plus explosive. Il a ftgalement mis en garde Israel 
contre une poursuite de la politique d ’installation des nouveaux 
immigrants dans ces territoires. Poor la quatriftme fois depuis 
l’invasion irakienne du Koweit, les Etats-Unis ont, par ailleurs, 
doimft leur accord dans la nuit de jeudi ft vendredi ft an texte du 
Consefl de Sftcaritft criti quant Israel pour sa politique dans les 
territoires occupfts. 

SommeL Quatre dirigeants arabes, qui ont adoptft des positions 
differentes dans la crise du Golfe, se sont reunis jeudi eu Libye pour 
tenter de prftvenir la guerre, a douze jours de ['expiration de 
[’ultimatum fixft ft llrak pour quitter le Koweit. Les prftsidents 
ftgyptien et syrien (qui ont euvoyft des troupes en Arabie Saoudite) 
ainsi que le prftsident du gouvernement militaire soudanais (qui a 
apporte son appui ft l’lrak) se sont rftunis ft Misourata, ville du littoral 
mftditerranften de la Libye, ft 1'invitation du chef de la Rftvolution 
libyenne, Mouammar Kadhafl. Le colonel Kadhafi a declarft qu’il 
avait jugft nftcessaire de «rechercher one position commune et une 
union des efforts concern am la crise du Golfe. Les prftsidents syrien 
et ftgyptien ont prftcomsft publiquement une solution padfique de la 
crise et, tout en condamnant Toccupation du Koweit, ont affirmft ne 
pas vouloir un ftcrasement de la puissance militaire irakienne. L'un et 
1’autre redoutent qu'Israel n’en lire profit, de mftme que des 
puissances rftgkmaies telles que la Turquie ou l’lran. 

Propositions. Les autoritfts irakiennes out acceptft samedi la 
proposition amftricaine (Tune rencontre Tarek Aziz- James Baker, 
chefs de la diplomatic des deux pays, le 9 janvier ft Genftve. Chacune 
des deux parties a cependant insistft sur son refus de transiger sur ie 
fond. Les Amftricains contmueront de rftclamer une ftvacuation 
complete du Koweit et refuseront d’fttablir un lien avec le problftme 
palcstinien, ce que les Irakiens, eux, considftrent comme un prftalable 
indispensable, faute duquel « cette rencontre se limitera ft une 
entrevue formelle de dnq minutes*. De son cdtft, le ministre frangais 
des Affaires fttrangftres Roland Dumas, a annoneft ft Luxembourg un 
plan en sept points d'initiative fran co-all em an d e qui consiste prinrip- 
alement en une garantie de non-agression ft I’lrak en ftchange d’une 
promesse d'ftvacuation du Koweit assortie d’un calendrier prftcis. 
Une ou plusieurs conferences Internationales de paix sur les 
problftmes du Proche-Orient pourraient ftgalement etre nftgociftes. 
Tarek Aziz est invitft dans ce cadre ft rencontrer jeudi 11 des 
reprftsentants des autoritfts italiennes, holl an daises et luxem- 
bourgeoises. 

Voyage- Le ministre iralden des Affaires etrangftres. Tarek Aziz, 
s’est entretenu jeudi ft Bagdad avec le prftsident de la commission des 
Affaires fttrangftres de I’Assemblfte Nationale frangaise, Michel 
Vauzelle, «de la situation dans la rftgion du Golfe*. Ce dernier a 
ftgalement fttft regu hier par le prftsident irakien Saddam Hussein. M. 
Aziz a affirmft ft M. Vauzelle «la position inchangfte de 1'Irak face ft la 
crise du Golfe et son souhait de voir trailer toutes les questions de la 
rftgion et en prioritft la question palestinienne, dans le cadre d’un 
dialogue basft sur la justice et 1’ftquitft*. M. Vauzelle, ancien 
port e-parole de I’Elysfte et personality proche du prftsident Mitter- 
rand, avait affirmft mercredi ft Amman, oil il a passft la nuit avant de 
se rendre ft Bagdad, que son voyage en Irak est «exploratoire* et 
constitue une «dftmarche ft titre strictement personnel*. Il a prftcisft 
qu’il n’fttait porteur d’aucun message ni mandat. 

Turquie. L’Aliance atiantique a dftcidft mercredi d’envoyer en 
Turquie quarante deux avions de combat appanenant ft la force 
mobile (AMF) de I’OTAN pour dftfendre ce pays en cas degression 
irakienne. Ces avions beiges, allemands et haliens seront dftployfts 
dans Ie sud-est de la Turquie entre le 6 et le 10 janvier. Cette mesnre 
vise ft dftmontrer la solidarity de 1' Alliance atiantique et sa 
dfttermination face a toute menace dirigfte contre les territoires allifts 
pour contribuer ainsi ft la dissuasion et ft la dftfense. 

Dfttonrnement. Le dfttournement d’un avion des lignes intftrieures 
algftriennes a connu dimanche dernier en dftbut de matin fte son 
ftpflogue, sans effusion de sang, sur la piste de l’aftroport d’ Annaba. 
La totality des 82 otages et les six membres d’ftquipage oat fttft libftrfts 
apparemment en bonne santft. Les deux pirates se sont rendus et ont 
fttft conduits vets une destination inconn ue. Les auteurs du dfttourne- 
ment seraient deux dftserteurs algftriens de 22 et 23 ans, dont on 
ignore encore 1'identite. Selon le pilcte, les deux jeunes, exaspftrfts 
par leurs conditions de vie auraieni decidft de dfttonnier l'avion sur 
un coup de tftte. 

Somalie. Les rebelies du Congrfts de la Somalie Unififte (USC) ont 
dftdenchft dimanche dernier ft Mogadiscio une vaste offensive afin de 
mettre fin aux 21 ans de prftsidence de Mohammed Siad Barrft. Selon 
les rebeUes, les combats ont eu lieu a I’intftrieur meme du palais 
prftsidentiel abandonnft par Siad Barrft et d’inombrables cadavres de 
soidats jonchaient les alentours. Siad Barrft se trouvait toujours hier 
pres de l’aftroport d’oft il avait la possibilitft de quitter la Somalie. D a 
proposft d’ organiser des pourparlers avec les re be lies. La France, 
quant ft elle, a donnft son feu vert pour l'«opftration bftrftnice* 
destmfte ft ftvacuer par la mer les ressortissants fttrangers bloqufts ft 
Modagisdo. CTest 1'Ambassadeur de France en Somalie qui doit 
dftcider, en fonction des conditions locales, ft quel moment elle 
pourra commencer. une vingtaine de Frangais sont en ce moment ft 
Mogadiscio, ainsi que 350 Italiens, 70 Amftricains. 30 Allemands et 4 
Beiges, entre autres. 

Corse. De nombreux attentats ont ensanglantft et causft d’impor- 
tantes destructions ces demi&res semaines en Corse. Six attentats ft 
i’explosif, revendiqufts par Ie Front de Liberation Nationale Corse 
(FLNC), ont notamment fttft commis dans la nuit de mercredi ft jendi 
sur I’ensemble de l*0e, contre des biens immobiliers. Le gouverne- 
ment frangais a annoneft ft Tissue d’un consefl des ministres restreint 
que des mesures vont fttre prises pour permettre ft la justice de 
sanctkmner les conpables de ces actions. Le projet de statut de la 
Corse prftsentft par Ie ministre de I’lntftrieur Pierre Joxe, qui prftvoit 
ime autonomie relativement large de la Corse et comporte la 
reconnaissance de la notion de «peuple corse, composante du peuple 
frangais*, sera menft jusqu’ft’ son terme et selon le calendrier prftvu, 

a-t-on prftcisft. 
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1990 


L’annfe 1990 a comm des bonleversements considerables 

dans l’£qnilibre dm monde. I/effondrement des regimes 
c ommnnis tcs en Europe de Test, la ramification aDe- 
mande, les troubles Yiotents dans de nombreux pays do 

Tiers-Monde et finalement la crise dn Goffe, dont pas nn 
cxtoyen dn globe ne suit revolution avec am rites, a^jour- 

d’tanf, sont les signes les pins marqoants de cette soodaine 
Mitiofl. Commence dans I’mphorie des ouvertures et 
des libferatiaiis, l’annfee 1990 s’est achevfee 3 y a six Jours 
dans le doute et la peur da lendemain. 


L’aanfee a dfebatfe par des 
changements trompeurs de 
nombr eases parties du monde et 
s’est tenninfee par l'fedosion d’un 
□ombre impressionnant de prob- 
temes. 

L ’Europe de Test s’est empfet- 
rfee dans des problfcmes fethi- 
ques, politiques et feccmomiqnes 
apifes avoir mis fin ft des decen- 
cies de repression. Les Etats- 
Unis et d'autres pays ricbes ont- 
vu leurs economies pilir sou- 
dainement. Et i'annee s’est 
acbevee par 1'envoi de soldats 
verms de nombreux pays en Ara- 
ble Saoadite pour one guerre 


possible oontre ITrak apifes son 
annexion du Koweit. 

La communaute enropeenne a 
accompli des progifes impoitants 
dans la perspective de son uni- 
fication econondqne. Une evolu- 
tion refletee symboliquement 
'par la rencontre sons la Mancbe 
des travailleurs anglais et fran- 
gais qui creusent chacon une 
moitie do tunnel destine ft relier 
les deux pays. 

Mais la tedbnologie n'a pas 
toujours progress^ anssi sereine- 
ment. Le telescope spacial 
amfericain Hubble a pris son 
orbite avast qu’on dficouvre 


Les disparus de Fannie 


JANVIER 

12: Charles HERNU, 66 axis, ancien ministre frangais de la 
Defense. 

20: Barbara STANWYCK, 82 ans, actrice amferi caine. 
25: Ava GARDNER, 67 ans, actrice amfericaine. 

FEVRIER 

17: Jean-Marc BOrVXN, 39 ans, alpiniste frangais. 

20: Michael POWEL, 84 ans, dnfeaste britannique. 

23: Napoleon DUARTE, 64 ans, ancien president Salvado- 
rien. 

24: Malcom FORBES, 70 ans, milliardaire americain. 
25: Sandro PERTINI, 94 ans, ancien president de la 
Rfepublique italienne. 

MARS 

12: Philippe SOUPAULT, 92 ans, fecrivain frangais. Tun 
des fondateurs du surrfealisme. 

15: Farzad BAZOFT, 31 ans, joumaliste britannique 
d’origine iranienne, condamnfe ft mort et exfecutfe ft Bagdad. 
24: Alice SAPR1TCH, 73 ans, comedienne frangaise. 

AVRBL 

3: Sarah VAUGHAN, 66 ans, chanteuse de Jazz amdr- 
icaine. 

15: Greta GARBO, 84 ans, actrice amfericaine. 

23: Paulette GODDARD, 78 ans, actrice amfericaine, 
Spouse et partenaire de Chaplin. 

25: Dexter GORDON, 67 ans, saxophoniste americain. 
30: Antoine VTTEZ, 59 ans, camfedienet metteur en scene 
frangais, administrates de la Comedie Frangaise. 


16: Jim HENSON, 53 ans, marionnettiste americain, 
createur du «Muppet Show». 

16: Sammy DAVIS Jr, 64 ans, homme de spectacle 
americain. 

29: Yves BRAYER, 82 ans, peintre frangais. 

JUIN 

29: Ivring WALLACE, 74 ans, ecrivain americain. 
JUILLET 

10: Andre CHAPEL, 52 ans, cuisinier frangais. 

15: Oleg KAGAN, 44 ans, violoniste sovietique. 

20: Serguei PARADJANOV, 66 ans, dneaste sovietique. 
21: Sacha PITOEFF, 70 ans, comedien et metteur en scene 
frangais. 

29: Bruno KREISKY, 79 ans, ancien chancelier autrichien. 

AOUT 

7: Jacques SOUSTELLE, 78 ans, ancien ministre, ethno- 
Iogue et academicien. 

SEPTEMBRE 

4: Irene DUNNE, 88 ans, vedette d’Hollywood des ann6es 
30 et 40. 

5: Lord CARADON, 82 ans, ancien secretaire d'Etat au 
Foreign Office, l'homme de la decolonisation britannique. 
9: Samuel Kanyon DOE, 38 ans, president du Liberia. 
26: Alberto MORA VIA, 83 ans, ecrivain italien. 

30: Patrick WHITE, 78 ans, ecrivain australien, Prix Nobel 
de literature en 1973. 

OCTOBRE 

3: Stefano CASIRAGHI, 30 ans, epoux de la princesse 
Caroline de Monaco. 

14: Leonard BERNSTEIN, 72 ans, compositeur et chef 
d’orchestre americain. 

15: Delphine SEYRIG. 58 ans, actrice frangaise. 

21: Dany CHAMOUN, 56 ans, responsable politique 
chretien libanais, assassine k Beyrouth. 

22: Louis ALTHUSSER, 72 ans, philosophe frangais. 
27: Ugo TOGNAZZI, 68 ans, acteur italien. 

NOVEMBRE 

5: Raymond OLIVER, 81 ans, cuisinier frangais. 

5: Rabbin Meir KAHANE, 58 ans, dirigeant israeiien du 
mouvement raciste anti-arabe Kach, assassine k New- 
York. 

7: Lawrence DURELL, 78 ans, ecrivain britannique. 
DECEMBRE 

len Pierre DUX, 82 ans, comedien et metteur en scene 
frangais. 

7: Reinaldo ARENAS, 47 ans, romander cubain exile aux 
Etats-Unis. 

14: Friedrich DURENMATT, 69 ans, ecrivain suisse. 


qu’tme defafllanoe anfeantissait 
I’esseotiel de ses cap&dtfes <Tob- 
scrvadon des aeux ( et le prog- 
ramme de navette spatiale a fetfe 
sferieusement pcrturbfe par des 
Antes tThydrogfene. 

L'environnement a fetfe un 
soud dominant. Parmi les prind- 
pales menaces qu’affronte la pla- 
n fete figment l’effet de seme, la 
d e forestation et la pollution. 

Les dfesastres ont frappfe 
violemment. Un tremblement de 
ter re a cause la mort <Tau means 
50.000 peisonnes en Iran et un 
autre a tu4 1.600 persounes aux 
Philippines. A la Mfecque, quel- 
que 1.100 pfelerins sont morts en 
quelques minutes dans un tunnel 
condirisant au premier des lieux 
saints de llslam. 

La mort a anssi rappelfe a elle 
de nombreuses personnalitfes 
(Voir encadrfe). 

Sctwrntned 

Un vent d’allggresse avail 
souffid an dfebat de Fannfee snr 
FEnrope de Pest. Ses cztoyens 
fgtaient la chute du totafitarisme 
en Allemagne de l'est, en Bul- 
garie, en Roumanie, en Tcfafe- 
coslovaquie et en POlogne. Les 
Elections qui avaieut mis les 
communistes ft la porte en Hon- 
grie ne dataient que de quelques 
mais. 

La Pologne dfebnta Fannfee par 
un programme de «trartement de 
cfaoc» sauvage, destinfe k rfesusd- 
ter son dconomic dfevastfee. Mais 
le passage rapide k l’feconomie 
de marchfe mit une bonne partie 
de la population au cbdmage et 
provoqua one flambde in- 
quifetante des prix. 

Le syndicat Solidaritd —dont 
les ddeennies de combat avaient 
finalement fait tomber les 
■ communistes — implosa et Lech 
Walesa battit le Premier ministre 
Tadeusz Mazowiedri, son ani- 
den compagnon, anx Elections 
pour la prdsidence du pays. 

La Bulgarie et la Roumanie 
tin rent leurs premieres Elections 
ddmocratiques en . pris d’un 
demi-sifede et les felecteurs oct- 
ragds descendirent dans les rues 
pour protester centre la victoire 
des communistes dans ces flec- 
tions. Les n&neurs, k 1’appel du 
president roumain, mirent fin 
brutalement k une manifestation 
k BucaresL 

La reunification allemande 
cut on dcho immense dans tonte 
1 ’Europe. Mais les habitants de 
l’andenne Allemagne de Test 
durent affronter de fortes bans- 
ses des prix et un cbdmage sd- 
vfere alors que leur pays fusion- 
nait avec F Allemagne de l’onest 
en plein essor. Le Chanceber 
Helmut Kohl, qui fiat Partisan de 
cette rdunification, fat reconduit 
dans ses functions en ddeembre 
pour gouvemer le pays et tenter 
de le sortir de ses nouvelles 
difficultds- 

LUmon Sovidtique a entrep- 
ris de grandes rfefonnes: elle a 
adoptd des lots autorisant le 
phiralisme politique, la Hbertd 
de religion, la Hbertd de la 
presse. Le Parti Communists a 
cessd de s’opposer k la propridtd 
privde et abandonnfe les prin- 
ripes dds de sa doctrine. Mais 
tandis que le pouvoir central 
relftchait la presaon, routes les 
rdpubHques du pays iddamdrent 
leur souverainetd ou leur in- 
ddpendance absolne, tandis que 
des tensions etbniques ddataient 
et que les troupes sovidtiqnes 
faisaient irruption dans la capi- 


tal de 1’Azerhaidjan pour met- 
tnfini une dmeute dirigde & la 
fois cootie le Kremlin et la 
rdpoblique votsine tTAmidme. 

Dans le mftme temps, l’dcono- 

mie sovidtique s’eafongait de 
phis en plus dans la xdoession. 
Une pdnurie de pain sans prded- 
dent ravages Moscou et, malgrd 
one bonne moissou, le pays en- 
tamazt ITnver par des appels k 
Faide abmentaire en direction 
des autres pays. - 

Paradoxalement, tandis que le 
president Gorbatchev conchnsait 
le pays veis une Hbertd nonveDe 
— et remportait pour cela le prix 
Nobel — le paziement sovidtique 
Ini donnait de nouveaux 
po avoirs pour tenter de Ini per- 
mettre de faire free au ddsastre 
dconomique. 

Le ministre des Affaires 
Etrangdres Edouard Chevernad- 
zd, ami trds proebe de Gorbatch- 
ev, ddmissionna brutalement le 

20 ddeembre en mettant en 
garde le parlement: les durs du 
pouvoir seraient en train de 
pousser le pays vers la dictature. 

Mais tandis que 1TJRSS s'em- 
pdtrait dans ses probldmes in- 
tdrieurs, elle rddmsait son influ- 
ence militaire mondiale en re- 
tiiant une partie de ses troupes 
de 1 ’Europe et de l'Asie et en 
prdsidant & la firansfonnatiou du 
Pacte de Varsovie en pure et 
simple eutitd politique. 

Cest ce qui permit aux Etats- 
Unis de jouer un rfile determi- 
nant dans la crise du Goife qui 
ddata aprfes que 1’Irak eut en- 
vahi et le Koweit, an. 

mois d’aoflt. 

Le president americain Bush 
r£pondit rapidement en organi- 
sant un vaste ddploiemeut de 
troupes en Arabie Saoadite avec 
l'aide de nombreux pays. 

Le president irakien Saddam 
Hussein relScba des milliers 
(Totages etzangers en decembre 
tandis que Bagdad et Washing- 
ton etaient dans Fmcapadte de 
se mettre d’accord snr la date 
<fune rencontre entre les leaders 
des deux pays. 

Alors que les Etats-Unis en- 
visageaient FeventnaHte d’nne 
guerre impopulaire, ils devaient 
simuitanement affronter la 
recession de leur economic. Le 
spectre de la crise refaisait sur- 
face et d'autres pays commen- 
gaient k ressentir les effets (Tun 
recul economique mondial. 

Le Premier mini stre britanni- 
que, Margaret Thatcher, qui 
avait preside au redenuorrage 
economique de la Graude- 
Bretagnc dans les annecs 1980, 
demissionna brusquemeot,' sous ■" 

presaon d’one insatisfaction 
croissante au sein de son propre 
parti sur lTuflation, la hansse des 
taux (Tinterfit et le nouvel impdt, 
la «Pofl-Tax». 

Les troubles du Moyen-Orient 
depassdrent les limites de la re- 
gion du Goife. Israel se trouvait 
co nfr o n te k la troisteme annee 
de Iutte palestmiennc dans les 
tenitoires occupes. Lors de ce 
qui fut le plus violent massacre 
depuis retablissement (flsrafl, 
la police israflienne tua plus de 

21 palestmieus k Jerusalem est. 
Les disaccords sur la question 
patestinienne mirent fin k la 
coalition du gouvernement 
d’Yhzhak Shamir, mais Fopposi- 
fion fut incapaNe de constituer 
un gouvernement d’altemance 
et Shamir, homme de droite, 
revint an pouvoir. 

Au Liban, un des conflits les 


plus iutriqnis du monde prit fin. 
’Les mllices qui se partageaieat 
Beyrouth se mirent d’accord sur 
un retrait de la capitate — aprfes 
que les forces du gflteral Chre- 
tien rebelle Michel Acmn aient 
capita 16 — et la tristement 
cflfebre ligne verte fut d£mante- 
Ide. Pourtant, le retrait (tes 
miHces ne r6sout pas le.prob- 
iime de la presence syriemje 
massive dans le pays, non plus 
que celui de ce quTsrael appelle 
sa <cone de sflxizitfl* au nd du 
pays. 

En Afriqne du Sud, le 
gouveruement a rdalisd des 
p rogrit s sensfbles dans la voie dn 
dflnantflement du sy&tonc de 
segregation raciaJe de F apar- 
theid — avec notamment Ffli- 
des mesures discrimi- 
natmres dans les Keux publics — 
et a iib£r£ le leader noir Nelson 
Mandela aprfes qu’3 eut passe 28 
ans en prison. Mais & sou retour 
(Tune tournee mondiale triom- 
phale, Mandela d6couvrit llior- 
reur des combats entre ncxre, 
opposant son mouvement 1’ANC 
et le parti rival Inkatha. 

Les Nicaraguaiens votferent le 
re trait du mouvement sandimste 
maxxiste du pouvoir et les rebel- 
les de la Contra prirent la fuite, 
mais la d^ringolade feconomi- 
que dn pays se poursuit. Vers la 
fin de l’ann6e le nonveau 

goavernemcot devart affronter 
de larges mouvements de pro- 
testation. 

Au Bengladesh, le President 
Hussein Mohammed Ershad dut 
cfeder aux mamfestants et dfemis- 
aonner. Le president qui doit 
£tre flu cette annfee sera la pre- 
mifere personne dflnocratique- 
meut dfesignfee pour pifesider anx 
destinies de ce pays ravagfe par 
la mislre et les ddsastres 
naturels. 

En Haiti eurent lieu les pre- 
mieres flections fibres et le 
R&vflant Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide, prfetre des pauvres, rem- 
porta la prlsidence. Mais les 
partisans de l'ancien dictateur 
Duvalier ont promis de ddfier le 
nouveau rfegime. 

La dlmocratie a anssi frit son 
chemin en Amftique du sud. 
Patricao Aylwin a battn le gdndr- 
al Pinochet dans la course pour 
la prisidence du Chili, et Fer- 
nando Collor de Mello est de- 
venu le chef Hbreznent flu du 
Brlsil. Les PAuviens out flu 
Alberto Fujimori, candidat de 
deraifere minute, exprimant ainsi 
leur dAespoir devan t I’lchec 
Iconondque du pays et l’insur- 
rection de la guerrilla d’extrfime 
'gaudie. 

Les deux Cories ont eutamml 
des discussions prudentes et 
tourmentfees, laissant espdrer 
que la pflunsule en finira bientftt 
avec sa division. 

Le libferia, pays fondfe par 
d'andens esdaves venus des 
Etats-Unis, a sombre dans le . 
dfesespoir apifes un an de guerre i 
civile. Le president Samuel Doe I 
a fell torturfe puis assassine, et les 
dtoyens ont enfe affamfes dans 
les rues de Monrovia alors que 
deux armecs rebefies se Hvraient 
un combat acharnl pour la 
domination du pays. 

An Pakistan enfin, le Premier 
ministre B6nazir Bhutto fut 
chassd par les mflitaires apifes 
avoir fete pendant vingt mois le 
premier leader femme d'une na- 
tion musulmane moderne. 

(Agences) 



Guerre et Paix 

Bapteme in fen 


Sami Kanud! 


DIVERS 


ttoc a maitoire. Le CCF propose cette semaine un documentaire 
vidfeo sur naissance des montagnes», dans le cadre (Fun cycle de 
reportages sdentifiques sur la gfeographie terrestre. 

Centre Culture! Ihnpb, k w rit 12 Janvier I lCh on snr 


zroupe d’ adolescents qui n’ont aucune idee de oe qu^est ia 
guerre et la dficouvyent du jour au lendemam. A quel prix- 
Un seal des sept dcoliers survit et, du fait de leur resistance, 
la petite ville idyiique qui 6tait leur domicile jusque la 
Ipargnfee par les combats — subit les ravages dune 
canonade. , ... . . 

Le vrai sujet de ce puissant film — doublfe en anglais-- 
est la guerre. EOe est ddcrite dans un scenario nche 
d’observations: ses effets, ses consequences, et la puissance 
du.mal qu’elle reprfesente. 

Nous sommes en avril 1945, demiers jours de la second© 
Guerre Mondiale. L’armde allemande bat la retraite; les 
Amfericains sont en train de s’emparer du Ulfeme Reich et, 
Hnnc une petite ville, les commandants de la Wehrmacht 
mobilisent tous les cmls valides et encore bons pour le 
service; parmi eux, des lycfeens. 

Widri — sefenariste avec Michael Mansfeld et Kan- 
Wilhlem Vivier— montre l’effet que la guene a eu snr les 
gamins avant mfime qu’elle ait atteint leur bourg. Elevfes 
dang des milieux varies — riches et pauvres — ils provien- 
nent. Hang plus d’un cas, de foyers forefement febranlfes, oft 
manque un pfere, une mfere. Le dfesfequilibre au sein de la 
vie femiliale est d’autant plus s^rieux quand Ie parent 
restant est impliqufe Hans une liaison. Le recrutement 
promet aux gargons Faventure; mais il dfeleste aussi certains 
d’entre eux d’un fardeau femotionnel. 

Fihnfe en noir et blanc — oe qui donne ft ia ville un air 
assez morne — le film se dferoule sans musigue, cfaoix 
judicieux pour un drame oft les sons les plus impoitants 
seront ceux qui brisent le silence: fedats d’obus, cliquetis 
d’armes. Cet abo min able fracas susdte un accablement qui 
trace comma des sfllons snr les visages des gosses, reaction 
qui nous montre l’inexpferience de ces soldats en herbe et 
leur naivetfe en matiftre de guerre. 

Cest bien le but recberchfe par Bernhard Widri, accen- 
ting par rim age centrale de son film: ceile des gosses 
gardant un pont oft on les a envoyfes pour les feloigner des 
zones de combat. Montant la garde, ils ont Fair d’une 
bande d’orphelins fegarfes. L’idfee est renforefee une deux- 
ifeme fois par l’intrigue: le tour que le hasard jouera ft ces 
innocents. Aprfes qu’un de leurs camarades eut 6t6 abattu 
par les mitraillettes d’un avion de ebasse et qne les chars de 
l’armfee amfericaine jaillissent de leur cfrtfe de la ville, ces 
gosses se transforment en protagonistes d’une tragfedie: 
condamnfes d’avance, ils protfegeront, corps et ftme, un 
pont que la Wehrmacht a leur insu avait Fintention de faire 
sauter le lendemain. Poignantes, ces sefenes ne sont qu’une 
partie des sequences qui nous dfecrivent le dfesordre que la 
guerre amfenera en s’approchant de la ville paisible. La 
transformation de ces gargons en soldats constitue un 
felfement de ce chaos social, de mfeme que les consents ftgfes 
qui ont depuis longtemps passfe Fage oft le dressage 
qiititaire office, des. instants de div£itis$eaint. .Les vrais 
soldats — que les gosses dans leurs uniformes bien brossfes 
rericentreront snr le pont— sont des bandes febonrifffees et 
en haiilons, qui ne croient phis ft Futility du combat et, 
incrfedules, se demandent ce qne les gosses viennent foutre 
dans ce coin. 

Evitant toute implication idfeoiogique, Bernhard Wield a 
rfealisfe un film oft la surenchfere d’une violence insensfee 
nous livre un panorama d’images, dans lesquelles on aura 
du mal ft entrevoir des hferos. Tout ce qui s’oppose ft la 
guerre est anfeanti par elle. Dans ce systfeme, e’est 
Firrationnel qui anime les comportements. Les coups de 
colfere et la peur, beaucoup plus que l’idfeologie, provo- 
quent le courage. 

La guerre: il n’y a pas de qnoi pavoiser. 


dimanche 

171*30 - “DotocWc". Es ah f , £’ 
LTostoire crane jeane fine, a » 
recherche d’nn irfsor. 

19fa00 - Le JoornaL 

19hl5 - “Fant pas rftver . 

DocnmentaiFe. 

LUNM 

18h00 - La Camoira. Sferie poli- 
dhe. 

19M0 - Le JoamaL 

19hl5 - Magazine spoitif hebdoma- 

datre. 

MARDI 

I8h00 - “Denver le dernier dmo- 
saure”, dessin animfe. 

18k30 - “Fusion”. Magazine 
docnmc nT a i rc. 

19M0 - Le Journal. . „ 

I9M5 - “Aajourd’hoi en Jordans • 
Magazine local prfparf et prfsentt 
par Saleh MaA- 

MERCREDI 

18h00 - “Thalassa”. Le magazine de 
la mer, comacife cette semaine & la 
dispariiioa des bakanes. 

18h30 - “Sixteme gauche”. Denx- 
iflne fepisode d’une s6rie de 50 qui 
raconte la cohabitation, dans le 
m£me immeoble, d’une fatnille .de 
Frangais d’origine algferienne et 
d’une (amine franco-fran^aise. 

19M0 - Le Jouroal. - 

19U5 - “Carnet de Dotes”. Extraits 

de mosque dasskjue. 

JEUDI 

18h80 - “Soorky”. Dessin animfe. 
18h30 - Splendenr sanvage. 
Documentaire sur la vie des am- 

mant 

19h00 - Le JdurnaL 

19U5 - Reportage d*actuaKt£ sur 

les femmes vendeuses de ventures. 

YENDREDI 

18h00 - “Four tout for du Trans- 
vaal”. Deurifcme Episode (Tune sflie 
documentaire en six patties coosac- 
rfe k la Iutte qui oppose les soldats 
britamnqnes anx feraricre boflandaia 
an dfimt de oe stede en Afiiqne 
sngtnde. 

19h00 - Le JoumaL 

19hl5 - Histone de Fait. Sflie 

documentaire. 

SAMEDI 

UhOO - “Deshnatioa Saute”. Maga- 
zine m&ficaL ooosaofe cette semaine 
ft raOeipe. 
lShOO - Le JoumaL 
19M5- “Carnet denotes”. Extraits 
de musaque dassique 
- . 



Jazz. Dans le cadre de son cycle 
oonsaerd an Jazz, le Centre Antericam 
prfcente cette «FBgh Socie- 

ty*, (comfedie mnsicale de Cole Por- 
ter, avec le grand Louis Armstrong, 
Grace Kdly ct Bing Cro^»y), «Live at 
the Village Vanguard* et «Cottoo 
Club* (de Frauds Ford Coppola). 
Centre AfflWcah, ropt U h oa nt lea 
Hfaturhp 6 Janvier ft 19h, Jcndi 8 ft 
1031 et Jendl 10 ft 19k. 

L* Argent Film de Robert Bresson 
avec Christian Patey sorti en 1983. La 
pmssance maldfique de F argent con- 
duit un dfi m quan t ft tuer ft nouveau, 
dfts sa sortie de prison. 

Cadre Catturd Fhmpds, le farad! 7 
Janvier ft 20h. 


Quelle histoire! 


Boris en Terre Promise (fin) 


[Boris fetait fils unique d’une frumlle moyenne vivant dans une 
banfieue de Moscou. Il pratiquait le karatfe et ifevait de libertfe. A 
F6coIe, il fit la cxnmaissance de Sarah, fille d’un couple juif. Elle 
le persnada de pifesenter une demande de visa pour Israel. Apifes 
trois annfees d’flndes universitaires cThfebreu et de langues 
orientates, ils attenirent, en jtriHet 1990, en «Terre PromKe». 
Aussi t6t arrive, il dut subir une operation de dzeondsion, et 
travaOler dor.] 

Debut aoflt, ce fut le grand emoi. LTrak venait d’envahir le 
Koweit et menagait de dfetnrire Israeli La terrenr de la guene en 
general et de la guerre duxmque en partienlier s’mstalkdt pen ft 
pen dans le coeur de tous les Israeli ens. 

«retais bien ft Moscou!*, pensaft-rinfortune Boris avec regret 
Mais en rfeponse aux lettres affotees que hn errvoyait sa pauvre 
mfere et dans lesqueOes elle lui demandajt de rentrer immediate- 
ment, il erftnait pour essayer de la rassurer. Elle semblait 
d’afileurs ignorer qu’ll ne pouvait plus rentrer chez lui car, en 
emigrant en Israel, il avait perdu ft jamais sa national t£ 
sovietique. 

11 avait bien envie de quitter Israel, mais oft alter? Il n’avait pas 
■d’argeut. «<Je suis pris comme un rat Je dois gagner du pognon 
pour pouvoir m’6chapper.» finit-il par deader. 

Il devait bien exister des moyens de se faire du friedans ce sacr6 
pays! Mais Boris n’avait anaxne experience. Tout ce qu’3 savait 
fake e’etait du karate. 

«Ca peut servir», lui oonfia un camarade de classe. Certains 
groupes refigieux embauchent, comme gardes du corps, des gens 
costauds prfets ft la bagarre.» 

Avant mfeme de terminer ses corns d' initiation, Boris se mit en 
contact avec Fun de ces groupes qui se rfedamait des and ens 
Zflotes. 

Les Zflotes, racontait-on, avaient pzfefere se smdder phrtdt que 
de se rendre anx armfees de l’Empereur remain Titus qui 
assifegeaient Jerusalem: ils ne ponvaient pas, prfetendah-on, 
supporter de voir de leurs prop res yeux le temple dflxuit 

Ce groupe, qui se faisait appeler «Les Garants du Tempted 
s’fetait mis en tfete de bfttir immfediatement le troisifeme temple de 
Jerusalem, au mfeme emplacement que cehii oft le roi Salomon 
avait ferigfe le premier. Cfloi-d, ayant fetfe dfetrmt par le Babylo- 
nien Nabudbodonosor, avait 6tfe rebftti au mfeme emplacement ptar 
Zaxabel, aprfes le retonr de Babylone. Le de m a fem e temple avait 
fitfe Ini-mfeme demrit par les armfees de Titus en l’an 70 de notre 
fere. H n’en rcstait qu’une partie du mur Quest: le Mur des 


Lamentations. 

Nfeanmoins, nn ennui majeur s’opposait au dessein de la secte: 
sur Fesplauade oft les deux temples fe latent supposes avoir existfe 
se dressaient, depuis plus de 1.400 ans, deux mosqufees ferigfees ft 
Femplacement de Fatterrissage prfesumfe du Prophfete ft Jferusalem 
apifes son voyage nocturne au del. Par la suite, cet em placem ent 
avait fetfe considferfe comme le troisifeme lieu saint de llslam, apifes 
la Mecque et Mediae. f 

Quand Boris se pifesenta chez le Grand Rabbin des «Garants du 
Temple*, cehri-d fut impressioruife par sa stature et par l’enth- 
ousiasme qu’fl sot montrer concern ant la nfecesritfe de reconstruire 
immfediatement le troisifeme temple: il fut imm Abatement 
embauchfe ft mille dnq cent dollars par mois, nets de tout impftt ou 
charge (une vrale anbaine pour Boris!). Son travail devait 
conaster ft accompagner (avec quelques autres gardes) des 
membres du groupe; dans leurs visates frfequentes au Mur des 
Lamentations et ft les protfeger pendant qu'ite faisaient des fbiriDes 
ou des travaux autour de ce mur. «Vous serez armfe d’une 
matraque et d'une mitrafllette; vous devrez les utiliser aussitfet 
que vous vous sentirez menaefl*, lui ordonna le Grand Rabin. 

Boris n’avait jamais fetfe encore dans les tenitoires occupfes. Au 
centre oft U apprenait I’bfebreu, on avait fait comprendre anx 
nouveaux immigrfes que les Arabes avaient pris de force 1a terre 
dlsrafl et ne vonlaient pas en sortir. au contxaire, ils faisaient 
exprfes de faire beaucoup de gosses pour prendre la place des 
pauvres Juris de la Diaspora! 

On ajoutait que si un Arabe constatait qu’il n’avait pas phis 
d’une demi-douzaine d’enfants, a prenait immfediatement une 
autre femme pour hn faire encore plus de rejetons. Beaucoup 
d* Arabes avaient plus d’une dizaine de gosses, alors que 
famines juives n’en avaient pas plus de deux en moyenne. 
Certains Arabes en avaient mfeme plus de vingt car leur religion 
leur permettait d’fepouser quatre femmes! Devant cette situation 
qui allait en empirant de jour en jour, la solution fetah on bien de 

dfeomer les Arabes ou bien de les chasser de la Terre Promise, par 

la force ou par tout autre moyen. 

En outre, les Garants dn Temple croyaient ferine que les 
Musulmaas, dont les lieux saints fetaient au Hedjaz, avaient fait 
exprfes dlnventer Fhistoiie du voyage nocturne dn Prophfete au 
Gel et de sou passage durant ce voyage ft Jerusalem, pour 
s appropner Femplacement dn Temple, n fallait done dfemofir 
oomplfetement les deux mosqufees poor po u voir reconstruire le 
Temple. Alois, et alors seulement, se ifealiserait le royaume de 
Jfehova. 


Boris avait appris par ailleurs que les Garants du Temple 
avaienten fait essayfe ft pluaenrs reprises de ddmolir lesdfites 
.tentative, dont la plus spectaculairc avait 
eomiste a mettre le feu ft la mosqufee d'Al-Aqsa le 21 aoftt 1968 
mjn^toutes phis ou moins fechoufe, grftce ft la vigilance des 

Les Garants du Temple commengatent ft s’impatfenter du 
retard que prenait la nation juive ftrfealiser le royaume de Jehova. 
us annonefaent que, cofite que coflte, et sans plus tarder, 0s 
aijatent commencer la construction du tjoisifenre ternole et 
dfladferent d’en poser la premifere pierre le lundi 8 octobrel990. 
^r vote de presse, de tracts et de placards pubfidtaires 0s 
mvitferent tons les Juife ft assister ft cette cflfemcmfe m^orable 
Les Arabes, avertis par ladite publicity, dfeddferent de 

la*OOT U d^ li M i ' 168 J “*^ COmm encferent ft affluer dans 

la coot du Mur des Lamentations, plusienrs centaines de 
personnK, pour la phnpart de je lines adolescents ainci 
g roupe ^ de femmes, les attendaient de pied feime La messe 
oature^t ^ ^ ratfe le rendeT^J . U *** 

s^aey=a-,s-- 

Pierres vemr, dfegaina sa mftraillette et se iSft ?™ a ’T oyan Ll“ 
te : Pluaenrs 

hn. Lorsque son chanaeur fat vfctf il - mfetres devant 

membres de la sectaries tire^d’aft e dTl 

po^e^hao, to mniI ft— asysisrjEsa 

an coun dn 

fetminfis d’un gosse d’une « 

toochfe par les balks menmSS « 8 ^ TOQler > 

yem da mfeme, Boris ne put fermw V 

s fetre longtemps retournfe dans son lit il ili?^ 
leva, griffona qttflques mots sur nn* r 3 n dfedsum. Q se 

mitraiUette d liu g JM 

Les enqnfe tears troavferent fa noti* i m W- “ vSr 6 ’- 
fecrit «Pfere, Mfere, 

P?x u ponce fa. I, 

aeddentenemeat eu nettoj^tS. TZnJi feST* *" fc 
— Safari Fnruh 
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Economy 

Factory orders plummet 

U.S. unemployment reaches 
highest level since June ’87 


WASHINGTON (R) — Unem- 
ployment in the United States 
reached its highest level in three 
and a half years in December, 
and U.S. factory orders plunged 
by a record amount in Novem- 
ber, the government reported 
Friday, showing a nation in the 
grips of recession. 

The jobless rate jumped to 6.1 
per cent from 5.9 per cent in 
November. Payrolls outside the 
farm sector declined by 76,000 
last month, led by strong losses 
in manufacturing and retailing, 
the U.S. Labour Department 
said. 

Since September, the faltering 
U.S. economy has shed half a 
million jobs — its steepest drop 
since the end of 1982 recession. 

It takes six straight months of 
decline in the nation’s output of 
goods and services, as measured 
by gross national product, to 
declare recession. 

Most economists, and now 
even the White House, believe 
the contraction began late last 
year. 

June 1987 was the last time 
unemployment reached these 
levels when it was 6.2 per cent. 


the department said. 

Underscoring the economic 
contraction, the Commerce De- 
partment reported orders re- 
ceived by factories in November 
fell a record 5.9 per cent after 
October’s 2.5 per cent rise. 

Hardest hit was demand for 
long-lasting, big-ticket goods 
such as airplanes, cars and 
washing machine s, which typi- 
cally suffer in tough economic 
times and account for about half 
the index. Orders for these dur- 
able items fell by 10.7 per cent, 
reversing October's 3.6 per cent 
climb. 

Robert Dederick, chief eco- 
nomist at Northern Trust Co, 
said the reports confirm his view 
that U.S. economic activity de- 
clined 3.0 per cent or more in the 
final months of 1990. 

The dollar rose and U.S. 
treasury securities tumbled on 
release of the unemployment re- 
port. Although the jobless rate 
matched analysts’ predictions, 
the payroll decline was smaller 
than the 150,000 loss they on 
average predicted and was well 
below November’s steep 259,000 
loss. 


But economists said nothing in 
the employment report mitigates 
the recessionary outlook. 

“We don't believe we are 
going to reach the trough fof the 
recession) until the spring,'’ said 
Gordon Richards, economist at 
the National Association of 
Manufacturers. 

Payrolls have declined at a 
recessionary level of 150,900 on 
average the past two mouths, 
said Dederick. The better than 
expected December figure was 
distorted by rehiring of 22,000 
temporarily I aid-off carworkers, 
who saw 55,000 layoffs the prior 
month, he said. 

Employment in the car sector 
remains seriously depressed. 
Abont 55,000 jobs have been 
lost since last June, said Janet 
Norwood, commissioner of the 
U.S. Bureau of Labour Statis- 
tics. Overall, the manufacturing 
sector lost 33,000 jobs in Decem- 
ber on top of 204,000 in 
November. . 

This steady deterioration 
showed up in the transportation 
equipment sector of factory 
orders, which was down 27.6 per 
cent in November after Octo- 
ber’s 14.1 per cent gain. 


War talk re-routes air 
traffic in Middle East 



LONDON (R) — Rumblings of 
war in the Gulf have forced 
many international airlines to 
re-route flights to the Middle 
East as insurance firms increase, 
their premiums and passenger 
figures fluctuate. 

Leading airlines in Europe, 
the Middle East and Asia have 
changed their schedules because 
of the risk of war if Iraq does not 
meet the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil's Jan. '15 deadline for a full 
withdrawal from Kuwait. 

In Bahrain, local and foreign 
airlines said flights out of the 
Gulf were fully booked until 
Jan. 15. Gulf Air. owned by 

Bahminj' Om an, jKtfU Dhal 

Qatar Jia^idc^^c extra 
to London, 10 to Bomba' 
three to Karachi in the build-up 
to the U.N. deadline. 

Saudi Arabian airlines also 
planned more flights in the next 
week but has not released de- 
tails. British Airways, the big- 
gest foreign anrline in the area, 
plans five additional Gulf flights 
until Jan. 15. 

But British Airways said it was 
reducing its scheduled services to 
and from Tel Aviv, Israel, from 
six to four a week from Jan. 15. 

A spokeswoman for Amer- 
ica's Pan Am said insuranc e 
costs bad increased ten-fold, to 
$162,500 per flight to Riyadh.- 
With costs so high, she said, “it 
was 5 imply no longer economi- 
cally feasible to continue the 
service (to Riyadh).” 

Pan Am also cancelled flights 
to Tel Aviv after insurance rates 
rose twenty-fold to about 
$65,000 a flight. 

Dutch KLM scrapped its 
once-a-week flight from Amster- 
dam to Amman because of fewer 


passengers and said it was also 
temporarily cutting one of four 
flights a week from Amsterdam 
to Tel Aviv. 

Scandinavian Airlines System 
also said it would stop flying to 
Tel Aviv, its only Middle East 
destination, from Jan. 9 until 
further notice because of insur- 
ance costs. 

Some airlines, such as Swis- 
sair. have imposed surcharges on 
Gulf routes because of the ex- 
pensive insurance. 

Hong Kong flag carrier 
Cathay Pacific Airways said Fri- 
day it was suspending its daily 
flight to London via Bahrain 

from Jan. 11 until the Gol f crisis 
was resolved. 

Sri Lanka's Air Lanka plans to 
re-route flights to Europe via the 
Soviet Union to avoid the Mid- 
dle East if war breaks out in the 
Gulf. 

“The airline has made 
arrangements to reroute all its 
European flights... avoiding the 
entire Middle East territory and 
overflying the USSR in the event 
of war breaking out,” Air Lanka 
said in a statement. 

Other airlines, including Ita- 
ly’s Alitalia and Olympic Air- 
ways of Greece, do not plan to 
change their schedules to the 
Middle East immediately, but 
stressed they were closely moni- 
toring the situation. Austrian 
Airlines has set up a crisis com- 
mittee to examine the situation. 

Egypt, a leading Arab partner 
in the anti-Iraq alliance, said 
Friday it’s national carrier would 
not suspend flights to the Gulf 
despite the threat of war. 

“The company’s flights to 
Middle East countries and Arab 
Gulf countries will not stop un- 


less they stop incoming flights by 
closing their airspace in case of 
war,” Egyptair Chairman 
Mohammad Fahim Ray an told 
A1 Akbar newspaper. 

Fahim said Egyptair could 
cope with a two-month war in 
die Gulf, but if hostilities per- 
sisted longer than that the airline 
would have to turn to the gov- 
ernment for help. 

Iraq’s state-owned airline, Ira 
qi Airways, has lost millions of 
dollars from the international 
blockade against Iraq because of 
its invasion of Kuwait. 

However, the airline made 
some, profit, by chartering it$4 
planes to return hostages. LasVf 
month an airline official sajd 
Iraqi Airways had laid on 40 
charters since the Gulf crisis 
began in August. Iraq refused 
foreign airlines permission to 
transport the hostages home. 

London insurance underwri- 
ters have sharply raised war risk 
premiums for ships sailing into 
the Gulf, and those still offering 
cover expect further increases 
during the run up to the Jan. 15 
deadline for Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait. 

One underwriter said rates 
had quadrupled for some des- 
tinations, and that Jubail in 
Saudi Arabia, where much of 
the U.S. weaponry is being land- 
ed, was one of the most expen- 
sive ares. 

The market now treats hull 
premiums for oil tankers and dry 
cargo vessels destined for most 
areas in and around the Gulf 
according to “held-covered” 
satus, meaning that underwriters 
are not prepared to quote a rate 
until there is an application. 


Iraqi 

parliament 
approves 
war budget 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's par- 
liament approved a 1991 budget 
based on meeting its military 
needs and the assumption that 
the U.N. economic blockade 
would stand for the rest of the 
year. 

Baghdad’s official newspapers 
disclosed Friday that the budget 
had been passed but with the 
threat of immin ent war in the 
Gulf they provided even less 
information than usual on gov- 
ernment spending plans. 

Saadoun Hammadi, a deputy 
prime minister and bead of the 
economic committee, told par- 
liament the budget was “basical- 
ly set to consolidate the combat 
potential of the armed forces.” 

Hammadi said the budget had 
been drawn up on the assump- 
tion that the economic blockade 
imposed by the U.N. Security 
Council over Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait “will continue to the end 
of this year and that Iraq will 
continue not to pay its arrears 
and debts.” 

He gave no figures but said his 
committee had approved all the 
extra expenditure suggested by 
the defence ministry which sur- 
passed last year’s budget. 

Hammadi said the budget was 
aimed at “assuring the lowest 
level of the people's requirement 
for consumed materials and to 
stop inflation as much as 
possible.” 

There are no official figures 
for inflation which has risen 
sharply, especially since imposi- 
tion of U.N. sanctions. 

Hammadi said the budget also 
aimed at providing foodstuffs 
and trying to build-up Iraq's 
strategic stockpile. Basic foods 
have been rationed in Iraq since 
September. 

On measures to curb inflation, 
he said the government would 
consider increasing prices of 
non-essential goods, speed up 
the sale of government prop- 
erties, reduce government 
spending as much as possible 
and curb lending. 

He said the government would 
continue its policy of allowing 
people to import goods from 
their own savings of hard current, 
cy abroad. 

Agriculture Minister Abdul 
Wahab Mahmoud told parlia- 
ment that wheat and barley 
crops would probably satisfy 
domestic needs in the coining 
year. 


AMMAN 

EXCHANGE 


Saturday, January 5, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


■U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscbcmaric 
Swiss franc 
French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch gande r 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10} 


663.0 

1284.0 
440.9 

520.8 

129.8 
49Z2 

390.9 
117.6 

58.6 

214.0 


Sdl 

667.0 
1291.7 

443.5 
523.9 

130.6 

495.2 

393.2 
1183 

59.0 
2153 
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Cinema 


Tel: 625155 






Ahmad Zaki ... Raghda Sahar Rami 
In 


CAPORIA 


(Arabic) 

Show: 330. 630. 830 p-m. 


Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 




\ /fcinema Tel: 634144 1 

\ / PHILADELPHIA 


ACADEMY "6” 


Show: 330. 5:15. 6:45. 830. 1030 


9 


HER ALIBI 


X Cinema 


Tel: 675571 





Show: 1230. 330. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30. 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


Show: 1230 . 330 , 630 , 
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Gulf crisis inhibits A m man 
Financial Market activities 


By S amir Shafiq 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Gulf crisis 
has so badly battered the Am- 
man Financial Market (AJFM) 
that not only record gains post- 
ed during the first seven 
months of 1990 were wiped 
out, but heavy losses plagued 
the market during the remain- 
ing five months of Last year. 

The sharp reverse which 
started with the Gulf crisis in 
August 1990 caused year trad- 
ing to plunge 26.9 per cent as 
the total volume for 1990 stood 
at JD 268.9 milli on compared 
to JD 367.6 milli on registered 
in 1989. Tbe figures translate 
into a daily average of JD 1.1 
million, a drop of 27.4 per cent 
from 1989 daily average of JD 
1.5 million. 

The figures, revealed Friday 
in a press conference held by 
Acting General Manager Ibra- 
him Bilbeisi, also showed a 
30.4 per cent decline in the 
number of shares traded dur- 
ing last year as it fell to 136.1 
million shares from 195.6 mil- 
lion recorded in 1989. The 
daily average as such was 
546,402 shares, down 31 per 
cent from 791,977 shares in 
1989. 

The number of contracts 
concluded during 1990 totalled 
157,129 compared to 210,484 


contracts executed in 1989, re- 
sulting in a 25.3 per cent foil. 
The daily average was 631 and 
851 contracts for 1989 and 1990 
respectively. 

Trading in bonds was ex- 
tremely low as only JD 3.1 
million worth of bonds 
changed hands last year, a 
drop of 85.9 per cent from the 
1989 total of JD 22.2 million. 
The number of bonds 
amounted to 198,856 and 
658,652 for the two years re- 
spectively. 

Share trading related to in- 
heritance, family transfers and 
other similar transactions, 
which are excluded from floor 
trading, stood at 5.6 million 
shares valued at JD 17.8 mil- 
lion in 1990 compared to 62.7 
million shares valued at JD 

164.9 million in 1989... a de- 
cline of 91.1 per cent and 89.2 
per cent respectively. 

Prices as measured by the 
general index tumbled from a 
high 1989 close of 137.3 points 
to end 1990 18.9 points lower 
at 118.4. Tbe 13.8 per cent 
decline has resulted after the 
general index peaked at 135.7 
points at the end of July. 

Secto rally, industrial shares 
went down 18.5 points (12 per 
cent); financial shares dropped 

22.9 points (13.2 per cent); 
service shares were hit by a 


14.4 point decline (14.3 per 
cent) and insurance shares lost 
20.6 points or 15.6 per cent. 

Breaking 1990 into two 
periods, the activity at the 
AFM during the first seven 
months was running at a record 
high that eclipsed the compara- 
tive period of 1989. 

The total volume, number of 
shares and contracts executed 
by the end of July 1990 were 
respectively JD 228 million, 

113.9 million shares and 
122,070 contracts compared to 
JD 187.4 million, 106.4 million 
shares and 112,284 contracts 
registered at the end of July 
1989. The figures translate into 
a respective increase of 21.7 
per cent, seven per cent and 
8.7 per cent. 

The 1990 August-Decem- 
ber period witnessed a fall out 
from JD 161.6 million in the 
same months of 1989 to JD 

40.9 million, a drop of 74.7 per 
cent in the volume of trade. 
The number of shares plunged 
by 71.6 per cent from 78.0 
million shares to 22.2 milli on 
shares while the number of 
contracts went down by 60.6 
per cent from 89,078 contracts 
to 35,059 contracts. 

The adverse political and 
economic climate affected the 
AFM trading in varied forms. 
In . terms of daily average 


volume, the services sector was 
the hardest hit, followed by the 
industrial, insurance and finan- 
cial sectors, while in terms of 
prices the insurance sector suf- 
fered the most decline. It was 
followed respectively by the 
industrial, financial and ser- 
vices sector. 

Highlighting the impact of 
the Gulf crisis, the first seven 
months of 1990 recorded an 
average daily trading volume 
in industrial shares of JD 
824,770 while the volume 
dropped to JD 203,409 in the 
five months after with the 
general price index for industry 
retreating 20.2 points. " 

Similarly, the average daily 
trading volume in financial 
shares tumbled from JD 
399,999 in tbe first seven 
months to JD 129,307 in the 
next period with the general 
price index for the financial 
sector falling 19.9 points. 

In services, the drop was 
85.6 per cent from a daily 
average of JD 321,392 to JD 
46,268 with the index going 
down 11.4 poults. 

In the primary market, the 
amonnt registered in new 
issues fell from a year end total 
of JD 51.2 million in 1989 to 
JD 34.5 milli on in 1990 while 
new debentures stood at JD 6 
milli on in 1990 compared to JD 
5 million in the preceding year. 


Comecon announces dissolution 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet- 
led trading bloc Comecon, a 
victim of eastern Europe’s rush 
to the free market, announced 
its dissolution Saturday amid 
preparations for a new, more 
modem trade organisation. 

It said in a communique the 
group’s executive committee had 
approved plans to create a new 
market-oriented body. Formal 
approval by all nine Comecon 
members is expected in 
Budapest late next month. 

“The executive committee 
agreed with the proposals for the 
radical overhaul of the system of 
economic cooperation by mem- 
ber states, including a draft for a 
new organisation," the com- 
munique.- said...,. Cm- - 

The new body would be 
known as the Organisation for 
International Economic Coop- 
eration, it said. 

The new group is expected to 
help the nine members — the 
Soviet Union, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary. Mon- 
golia, Poland, Romania, Cuba 
and Vietnam — better integrate 
their economies with the West 
following the collapse of com- 
munist central planning over the 
past year. 

Moves towards the market 
and lack of interest in the Soviet 
rouble had reduced Comecon. 
whose modern office tower 
stands perched on the Moscow 
river, into little more than a 
glorified bazaar with members 
haggling over complex barter 
deals. 

Comecon, founded in 1949 


and formally called the Council 
for Mutual Economic Assist- 
ance, started trading on a hard 
currency basis Jan. 1, instead of 
the nominal “transferrable rou- 
ble.". Trade will also be based on 
world prices this year. 

“(Comecon) has exhausted its 
possibilities bat the economic 
’space' of its member countries is 
not a myth, but reality," the 
Soviet news agency TASS said in 
a report of the new move. 

“This must be taken ioto 
account and so it is not worth 
breaking the economic ties built 
up among them,” TASS said. 


It quoted Hungarian minister 
of foreign trade, Bela Kadar, 
chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, as saying the members 
had narrowed their differences 
enough to approve the draft 
documents ahead of next 
month’s full session. TASS gave 
no details. 

Members agreed to invite 
Yugoslavia and Germany — 
which absorbed former Com- 
econ member East Germany — 
to the Budapest meeting, TASS 
said. 

The trading bloc was also cons- 
idering possible observer status 


for the European Co mmuni ty 
and Albania, which left Com- 
econ in 1961 but has expressed 
interest in strengthening its fore- 
ign economic ties. 

The Soviet Communist Party 
daily Pravda said earlier this 
week that Comecon had been 
going through a deep crisis. 

“The move by Comecon 
members towards market econo- 
mies exposed serious defects in 
this international economic 
organisation... the bulky, 
bureaucratic structures of Com- 
econ have become legendary, ” it 
said. 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 

Jordanian-Syrian Land Transport Go. Invites 

Contractors to participate in tender No. 1/91 for supply of spare 
parts for its Mercedes trucks type (L&LS 2624) as per part 
numbers and quantities attached with terms of tender. 

Contractors wishing to bid for tender can obtain copies of tender 
documents from the company in Jabal Al-Hussein — behind 
Ministry of Health — opposite Al-Fadel Ibn Abbas Mosque - 
Amman for a non-refundable fee of JD 160.000 (One hundred 
and sixty Jordan Dinars) per a copy, bearing official documents 
proving their registration in records of trading agents. 

Offers should be submitted not later than 2.30 p.m. (local Jordan 
Time) on Wednesday February 6th, 1991. 

Hisham Asfour 
Chairman/General Manager - 



ARAMEX 


AIR CARGO 


I 


For all your personal and household 
effects, Aramex Air Cargo's 
airport-to-airport or door-to door service 
will take care of the work from packing, 
crating, transporting and delivering your 
shipment to any destination in the world. 


Call 660507/660508 


i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 


VERY IMPORTANT 

We buy all kinds of used furniture and electrical home 
appliances such as TV and video sets, washing machines, 
refrigerators, computer sets etc. etc., 

All Interested are kindly requested to contact Mr. 
Osama through Tel: 628101 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


ik---.----------.-J 


HAYA CULTURAL CENTER 
ANNOUNCES 


L_=U 

Haya 

Cultural 

Center 


w 


Tbe start of membership registration for children for the year 
1991 for activities in the arts & crafts, library, computer, 
competitions, the museum & other games & activities. 

Courses are given in gymnastics, music, ballet, taikwando & 
Arabic calligraphy. Special computer & painting courses for 
the holiday. 

For registration visit Haya Center or phone 665195/6. 



For Businessmen, Contractors, Traders Sr. 
Engineers, Professors, Doctors, Enter- 
preneurs & Executives over 55 years old 

Have you discussed and thought of: 

* Your children education, work and future after gra- 
duation 

’Residing and retiring in your golden age 
' Health care for you and your family 

You are invited to discuss your request personally with 

THE GENERAL MANAGER 
MR. NABIL SAHEB 

MARRIOTT AMMAN JAN. 10-13 TEL: 660100 

FOR APPOINTMENTS, IN YOUR AREA, CALL NOW 


CANADA IMMIGRATION & INVESTMENT CONSULTANTS 
CP Box 187, Momo rial, Quebec, Canada. H2W2M9 .y."i 
Tel <514) 84331 72 / 8437261 FAX (514) 8436773 


JOB VACANCY NOTICE 

Required: The following staff for an industrial-commercial 
organisation with branches in several countries, for employ- 
ment in the executive branch to be set up in Jordan and 
overseas branches. All applicants must be willing to travel. 
Salary and conditions are based on qualifications and per- 
formance. 

1. Resident overseas representative for posting in semi- 
developed area, to handle the firm's interests and 
objectives. Must have solid business background and 
ability to participate fully in developing the firm's 
planned major industrial projects. 

Knowledge of several foreign languages is preferred. 

2. Assistant to the General Manager. Must have commer- 
cial, financial and managerial experience. Fluency in 
English and Arabic is required. 

3. Secretary with ability in English, shorthand, and pro- 
ficiency in Arabic/English typing, word processor and 
general office machines. 

Applications to be submitted to: 

HN Group 

P.O. Box 930184, Amman 

Applications to Include details of education, training 
and experience, and 'one photograph. 


% 










JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JANUARY*, 


Latvians end printing plant 
standoff, but troops remain 


RIGA. USSR (Agencies) — 
Primers and journalists occupy- 
ing Latvia's largest printing plant 
have decided to quit their jobs 
rather than submit to Commun- 
ist Party control at the presses 
they had hoped would become 
independent. 

The decision appeared to end 
the most tense confrontation in 
months in the three Baltic re- 
publics, all of which have de- 
clared sovereignty or independ- 
ence from the Kremlin. 

Leaders in Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia have expressed 
more fear lately that force would 
be used to quash their independ- 
ence drives: 

In Norway, Lithuanian Presi- 
dent Vytautas Landsbergis said 
the standoff in Latvia was a sign 
of things to come. 

“There is a sneaking occupa- 
tion underway, and in the first 
phase the central authorities aim 
to destroy the free press," he 
said, according to the Norwegian 
News Agency NTB. 

Meanwhile. Soviet Army 
Chief of Staff Mikhail Moiseyev 


met with Latvian President 
Anatoly Gorbunov Friday. Af- 
ter the meeting he said the num- 
ber of troops in the Baltics 
would not increase and could be 
reduced, according to the Soviet 
News Agency. TASS. 

Landsbergis was in Oslo for 
meetings with Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundr- 
land and other officials. Later 
the Norwegian government 
announced the Nordic countries 
planned to open information 
offices in the Baltic republics. 

The standoff started after the 
journalists occupied the Press 
House printing plant Wednesday 
in an attempt to make it inde- 
pendent. The troops arrived 
Wednesday and took control of 
the building. 

The majority of the estimated 
600 press workers and 700 jour- 
nalist who work at Press House 
voted early Friday to leave the 
building, said journalists Alex- 
ander Gutmin. They decided to 
try to find work elsewhere in 
Latvia. 

Hundreds of people filed out 


of the building after abour 40 
Interior Ministry troops ordered 
them to leave. The troops re- 
mained on patrol after nightfall. 

Latvia's pro-independence 
government agreed to provide 
compensation to the workers 
while they look for new jobs and 
to help the newspapers based in 
the building set up new offices 
elswhere in Riga. 

The streets around the tower- 
ing press house were nearly de- 
serted Friday, in stark contrast 
to Wednesday, when demonstra- 
tors demanded the Communist 
Party relinquish its control. 

About a half-dozen Interior 
Ministry jeeps Friday were 
parked around the building on 
the banks of the Daugava River 
to prevent anyone from 
approaching the building. 

The pro-Kremlin Latvian 
Communist Party had asked the 
Interior Ministry to send in the 
special troops and said they 
would remain “until their task 
has been fulfilled," said Vladi- 
mir Sirdukov, an adviser to Lat- 
vian Communist chief Alfred 


3 italian policemen shot dead 


ROME (R) — Three members 
of Italy's paramilitary police 
were shot dead Friday in an 
ambush while patrolling a poor 
area of Bologna to prevent 
attacks against homeless immig- 
rants. police said. 

Security forces set up roadb- 
locks and launched a manhunt 
after the shooting, reminiscent 
of political violence which shook 
Italy oetween 1969 and 1984. 

Initial reports said the three 
were killed after rubbish bins 
were strewn across the path of 
their car, blocking it in one of 


the city's most depressed areas. 

A group of unidentified gun- 
men then riddled the patrol car 
with bullets. 

Police said the three police 
officers apparently had no rime 
to shoot back at their assailants. 

The paramilitary Carabinieri 
had been ordered to patrol the 
area to protect poor immigrants, 
who have been sleeping in cars 
and in an abandoned school. 

Security for immigrants was 
stepped up in Bologna after 
Christmas when gunmen opened 


fire on a caravan camp in the 
suburbs, killing two gypsies. 

Responsibility for this attack 
has been claimed by various 
*'keep-Italy-wbite*' groups, 
embarrassing authorities in 
Bologna which is a traditionally 
Communist stronghold in centra] 
Italy. 

Racist violence has increased 
in Italy over the past year, parti- 
cularly, in depressed areas. 
There are estimated to be 
750.000 illegal immigrants in the 
country. 


Khmer Rouge claims capture of town 


BANGKOK (R) — Cambodian 
guerrillas said Saturday they had 
taken a strategic town, cutting 
off a povtncial capital controlled 
by the Phnom Penh government. 

Khmer Rouge radio said die 
district seat of Chong Kal, 45 
kilometres from the Thai border 
in northern Cambodia, was 
attacked just before dawn Fri- 
day. 

“After 20 minutes of battle, 
we destroyed and completely 
liberated the district township." 
it said. 

The town is on Route 68, die 
only road that links the Phnom 
Penh forces in the provincial 
capital of Samraong with their 
comrades to the south. 

Forces loyal to Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk joined in the 
attack, according to their radio 
station. 

“Combatants from the 5th 
Brigade attacked a position ... in 
Chong Kal district, Oddar 
Meanchey province,” it said. “In 
the attack, 36 enemy soldiers 
were killed.” 

Both radio reports were moni- 


tored by the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BBC). 

The Khmer Rouge, responsi- 
ble for a million deaths in Cam- 
bodia between 1975 and 1978, 
and thefr Sihanoukist allies have 
fought the Vietnamese-installed 
government in Phnom Penh for 
12 years. 

Hie battlefield claims that 
come out of Cambodia cannot 
be independently confirmed. 

Meanwhile the Phnom Penh 
government has a list of 12 lead- 
ers of the radical Khmer Rouge 
guerrilla group who will not be 
allowed back into the capital 
under any circumstances, a 
senior official says. 

The list includes Khieu Sam- 
phan and Son Sen, members of 
the Supreme National Council 
(SNC) that is supposed to repre- 
sent Cambodian sovereignty 
under a U.N. plan designed to 
end 12 years of civil war. 

Those on the list will “never 
be allowed to return to Phnom 
Penh," Vice Foreign Minister 
Phy Thach said in an interview 
earlier this week. 


Salvador rebels propose 
independent autopsy of airmen 


LOLOTIOUE, El Salvador 
(AP) — U.S. investigators who 
examined the bodies of three 
U.S. airmen killed when leftist 
rebels downed their helicopter 
indicated two crew members 
were shot, but it was unclear 
whether they were executed. 

A final autopsy report, ex- 
pected this weekend, could give 
further clues on State Depart- 
ment claims the two crewmen 
survived the crash Wednesday 
but were slain by guerrillas, who 
have waged an 11-year civil war 
against the U.S.' -backed govern- 
ment. 

The rebel Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) demanded an indepen- 
dent autopsy, claiming the men 
were found alive in the wreckage 
of the Huey helicopter but died 
minutes later. 

They also claimed the rebels 
fired on the aircraft after its crew 
shot at them. 

That version differed from a 
rebel communique Thursday 
that made no mention of gunfire 
from the aircraft but said the 
guerrillas did not know they 
were shooting down a LLS. cop- 
ter. 

The outcome of the autopsy 
report by the U.S. army forensic 
team could have a bearing on 
S42.5 million in U.S. aid to the 
Salvadoran military, funding 
that was suspended by the U.S. 
Congress last year. 

President George Bush has 
the authority to restore it under 
certain conditions and Ls ex- 
pected to make a decision next 
week. 

Meanwhile, a Salvadoran heli- 
copter with two U.S. army inves- 
tigators aboard was hit by gun- 
fire Friday as the aircraft was 
leaving the crash site, about 120 
kilometres east of San Salvador, 
the U.S. embassy quoted an 


investigator as saying. There 
were no reports of injuries. 

An Associated Press staffer 
overheard inspection team mem- 
bers say the site revealed little to 
help explain the deaths. 

A source dose to the inves- 
tigation said a preliminary ex- 
amination of the bodies showed 
* mechanic Pvt. 1st Gass Earnest 

G. Dawson was shot in the top 
of the head, and Lt. Col. David 

H. Pickett, the pilot, suffered 
multiple bullet wounds, a U.S. 
embassy offidal said. 

But the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said it 
hadn't been determined whether 
the bullets were fired at close 
range. 

A bullet wound in the top of 
the head could indicate shooting 
after the helicopter wue down. • 

The U.S. army Southern 
Command in Panama, which 
identified the victims, said the 
third airman on board was copi- 
lot chief Warrant Officer Daniel 
S. Scott. 

The preliminary report said 
Scott died of injuries to his back 
and legs suffered when the heli- 
copter crashed. 

The men were members of the 
U.S. army's 4th Battalion of the 
228th Aviation Regiment and 
were returning to their base in 
Honduras after flying a routine 
service mission to San Salvador, 
the Pentagon said. 

Fighting between the rebels 
and a series of U.S.-backed gov- 
ernments in El Salvador's civil 
war has claimed the lives of 
more than 73,000 Salvadorans 
and 30 Americans. 

In Washington, a Pentagon 
spokesman denied the men on 
the helicopter fired on the vil- 
lage. The helicopter contained 
an M-60 machine gun and the 
crew members had personal 
weapons- 


He said the future role of the 
Khmer Rouge, under whose rule 
between 1975 and 1978 a million 
Cambodians died, would be de- 
termined by the votes of people, 
but the government had to be 
vigilant in preventing the return 
of the “genocidal regime.” 

How much power the SNC 
should have in a transitional 
period leading to elections is a 
point of contention between the 
Phnom Penh government and 
the Khm er Rouge-dominated 
alliance trying to drive it from 
power. 

The Khmer Rouge and their 
two non-Communist allies see 
the SNC as a new government, 
while Phnom Penh leaders insist 
they will hold on to the country's 
administrative machinery until 
after elections. 

The list of banned people in- 
cludes most of the surviving 
senior officials from the Khmer 
Rouge period in power. 

They include Pol Pot, leader 
then and, many Cambodians be- 
lieve, still in control of the 
Maoist organisation. 

Colombian 
rebels 
bring 
offensive 
to capital 

BOGOTA (AP) — Leftist guer- 
rillas, carrying out one of their 
largest offensives, have brought 
their fight to the capital for the 
first time in years, police said 
Friday. 

Roving rebel bands attacked 
three police stations with auto- 
matic weapons and small bombs 
late Thursday in southern Bogo- 
ta. a police spokesman said. 

He said one policeman was 
killed and another was wounded 
in the attacks. 

The violence is part of an 
extensive rebel offensive in 
which 30 policemen and soldiers 
have been killed in the first four 
days of this year. 

Over die past 25 years, more 
than 75,000 people have died in 
rebel attacks. 

In the new wave of violence, 
guerrillas of the Armed Revolu- 
tionary Forces of Colombia, 
known as FARC, have been 
retaliating for the army's capture 
in early December of their jung- 
le headquarters in southern Col- 
ombia. 

Since New Year's Eve, FARC 
and another rebel group, tbe 
pro-Cuban National Liberation 
Army, have carried out at least 
32 attacks, according to media 
reports and officials. 

FARC and the National Li- 
beration Army are the only ma- 
jor guerrilla groups still fighting 
the army. The M-19 rebels gave 
up their armed struggle nearly a 
year ago and formed a political 
party. 


Rnbriks. 

They party is “ efficiently ex- 
ercising the management of the 
party property and will oppose 

any illegal attempts to restrict 
these functions," they party said 
in a statement. 

Sirdukov said the request was 
based on an Oct. 12 decree by 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev for the protection of gov- 
ernment property against 
nationlist acts. 

TASS Friday accused the U.S. 
State Department of interfering 
in Soviet internal affairs and 
heightening tension in the Baltic 
republics. 

TASS observer Dmitry Yaku- 
bov said a statment Thursday by 
U.S- spokesman Richard 
Boucber. describing this week’s 
seizure of tbe publishing plant in 
Latvia as provocative, evoked 
“perplexity and even indigna- 
tion.” 

Boucber expressed concern 
that the seizure of the plant by 
Interior Ministry troops could 
fan unrest. 

Bush 
selects 
Ye utter 
as party 
chairman 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- I 
dent George Bush has selected 
Agriculture Secretary Oayton 
Yeutter as national chairman of 
the Republican Party, sources 
said Friday. 

In a brief press conference on 
| the White House lawn. Bush 
! refused to respond directly to a 
question on his choice, but admi- 
l nistration and congressional 
sources said Yeutter bad been 
offered the post and had 
accepted it. 

Yeutter, 60, a farmer and one- 
time chariman of the Chicago 
Merchantile Exchange, served 
as U.S. trade representative in 
the Reagan administration. He 
has been agriculture secretary 
since the beginning of the Bush 
administration in January 1989. 

Bush was asked about the 
party vacancy at a news confer- 
ence outside the White House as 
he prepared to leave for Camp 
David, Maryland. 

Asked if be had selected 
Yeutter, Bush said: “He'd be 
very good wouldn't be? Next 
question.” 

When pressed further. Bush 
said elurively, “you’re pinning 
me down too much on that." 

Yeutter was at the White 
House Friday afternoon. 

The Republican National 
Committee will meet on Jan. 25 
to elect a successor to Lee Atwa- 
ter, disabled since last spring 
with a brain tumor. 

The party seemed certain to 
ratify Bush's choice, which caps 
a weeks-long search that proved 
embarrassing at times for the 
president and his party. 

Former drug policy director 
William Bennett was Bush's first 
choice to succeed Atwater. But 
two weeks after agreeing to 
accept the job, Bennett changed 
his mind, citing potential finan- 
cial conflicts. 


Fire bombs 
ravage 

N. Ireland 

shops 

BELFAST (Agencies) — Sus- 
pected ERA fire bomb attacks on 
'a dozen Northern Ireland stores 
caused millions of pounds worth 
of damage, police said Saturday. 

No one was hurt but the Fri- 
day night attacks ravaged eight 
stores in Belfast and four more 
in the nearby town of Lisbunn. 

A police spokesman said the 
Irish Republican Army (ERA), 
battling to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland, was the prime 
suspect behind the attacks on 
department stores, fashion shops 
and furniture stores. 

Tbe fire bomb attacks were 
l fiercely criticised by Northern 
Ireland Economy Minister 
Richard Needham. 

“Not only will many people, 
old and young, from the most 
deprived areas who found jobs 
for the first time now wonder 
why the IRA have bombed them 
out of work but millions of 
pounds now needed to repair the 
damage will not be available for 
other projects," he said. 

“How can anybody believe 
that one (British) soldier will be 
withdrawn as a result of these 
incidents? How does anyone be- 
lieve that the cause of Ireland 
will be advanced one" millimetre 
by destroying the jobs and liveli- 
hoods of the people of Northern 
Ireland, not least of those who 
require jobs the most.” 

“The damage done by the 
IRA will not be forgotten or 
forgiven by the people of North- 
ern Ireland.” 

Meanwhile. Patrick Sheehy. a 
disgraced member of the IRA. 
has committed suicide. IRA and 
news reports said Friday. 

Sheehy's body, with a bullet 
wound to the head, was found 
early Wednesday outside a post 
office in Nenagh, county Tipper- 
ary, 160 kilometres southwest of 
Dublin. 

A Brazilian-made Taurus pis- 
tol was found under Shehy's 
body, police said Friday. 

The pistol was part of an arms 
consignment smuggled to the 
IRA from Libya. Press Associa- 
tion. the British domestic news 
agency, quoted police sources as 
saying. 


Malaysia accuses Sabah 
state leader of corruption 


KOTA KINABALU. (R) — 
The chief minister of Malaysia’s 
Sabah state, a bitter foe of Prime 
Minis ter Mahathir Mohamad, 
was arrested Saturday and 
charged with corruption. 

Joseph Pairin Kitingan, 49, 
Christian leader of the timber 
and oil-rich state on .Borneo 
Island since 1985, faces three 
charg es, of awarding government 
contracts and land to relatives. 

Kitingan is president of the* 
Christian-based Bersatu Sabah 
Party (PBS) which quit 
Mahathir’s ruling coalition be- 
fore last October’s general elec- 
tion after a dispute over auton- 
omy and oil royalties. 

Mahathir accused Kitingan of 
stabbing him in the back and 
alleged that PBS leaders were 
inciting the people of Sabah to 
bate the Muslim-dominated 
federal government. 

The chief minister was 
arrested at a police road block 
while on his way to work in the 
state capital, a PBS official said. 
Kitingan was taken to a police 
station to have his statement 
recorded before being charged 
in a heavily-guarded lower 
court. 

Kitingan was accused of 
awarding to relatives a 15 mil- 
lion ringgit ($555,000) building 
contract, a 10.5 million ringgit 
($3.3 million) road project and 
2,000 hectares (S00 acres) of 
timber land. 

The alleged offences took 


place in 1985 and 1987, 

No plea was taken and he was 
released on a bail of 1-5 million 
ring git. 

“At this moment, I do not 
want to say anything,” Kitingan 
told reporters on leaving the 
court. An aide later said the 
chief minister would continue 
with his duties. 

“This is nothing less than 
harassment of die state govern- 
ment by federal leaders.” 
Sabah’s Deputy Chief Minister 
Bernard Dompok told repor- 
ters. 

We expect more arrests as it is 
their aim to create uncertainly in 
tbe state. The federal govern- 
ment was never happy with us, 
even when we were in the ruling 
coalition,” Dompok said. 

Kitingan *s arrest was tbe latest 
in a series of actions taken 
Pg»ine Sabah leaders by tbe 
federal government. 

On Friday, a senior adviser to 
Kitingan, Maximus Ongkili was 
arrested under the internal 
security act which provides for 
detention without trial. 

Four other PBS officials were 
also detained under the act last 
June accused of plotting to pull 
Sabah out of the 13-state Malay- 
sian federation. 

Kitingan 's younger brother 
Jeffrey was also charged with 
seven counts of corruption last 
January involving the state- 
owned investment agency Sabah 
Foundation. 



Sri Lankan troops kill 
rebel, 1st since ceasefire 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
security forces shot dead a Tamil 
separatist, tbe first death since 
rebels declared a unilateral 
ceasefire Tuesday, military 
sources said Saturday. 

They said the rebel, who had 
tried to grab a gun from a soldier 
guarding a bridge in the eastern 
Batticaloa district, was shot by 
another soldier early Satorday. 

Responding to a unilateral 
ceasefire declared by the rebels, 
the Sri Lankan government Fri- 
day suspended offensives for one 
week against tbe Liberati on T i- 
gers of T amil Eelam (LTTE). 


who are fighting for a separate 
state in the north and east. 

Troops and rebels accuse each 
other of violating the ceasefire. 

In a statement from their Lon- 
don office, the separatists said 
security forces had breached the 
ceasefire but had blamed tbe 
rebels for the violations. 

Military sources said Saturday 
that the rebels attacked two 
army camps in the north of the 
bland Friday. 

They said rebels approached a 
camp at Kankesanturai in Jaffna 
district Friday evening from 
different directions. 


PEKING (R) — Chinese stu- 
dents who played a leading role 
in the 1989 pro-democracy 
movement were given prison 
sentences ranging from two to 
four years by a Peking court 
Saturday. 

The official New China News 
Agency (NCNA) listed names 
of nine activists, saying some 
were guilty of “inciting subver- 
sion aganist the people's govern- 
ment and the overthrowing of 
the socialist system during tbe 
1989 turmoil and rebellion." 

Wang Youcai, a graduate 
from Peking University, was 
jailed for four years, the longest 
term imposed. Two students, 
who were said to have repented, 
were “exempted from criminal 
punishment,” the agency said. 

The trials were the first re- 
ported by the Chinese author- 
ities of some of the 21 student 
leaders accused of organising the 
mass demonstrations which swept 
Peking from mid-April until June, 4, 
1989, when troops and tanks crushed 
the protests. 

Four of those named by the 
New China News Agency, in- 


student leaders jailed 


eluding Wang, were on a police 
list of 21 most wanted students/ 

Two student leaders, Zhang 
Ming and Ma Shaofang, were 
jailed for three years while the 
fourth, Zheng Xuguang. was 
sentenced to two years. 

The sentences were lenient by 
Chinese standards. 

But informed Communist Par- 
ty sources who predicted the 
light sentences last month said 
that trials to be held of other 
alleged leaders of the democracy 
movement would result in har- 
sher punishment. 

China had come under con- 
siderable international pressure 
to release students arrested in 
tbe wake of the 1989 crackdown. 

The official agency said the 
nine were sentenced at a public 
bearing attended by more than 
60 local residents. Foreign re- 
porters who requested to be 
present were denied access. 

As’ well as inciting subversion, 
the agency said “some were guil- 
ty of organising and directing" 
efforts to block and attack tbe 
armed forces trying to enforce 


martial law. 

Others were guilty of 
“assembling crowds to disturb 
public traffic and seriously 
undermining pnblic order,” it 
added. 

The other three activists im- 
prisoned were named as Kong 
Xianfeng — jailed for three 
years — and Zhang Qian jin and 
Xue Jianan who were both given 
two years. It was not clear if they 
were all students. 

. The two exempted from 
punishment were Listed as Li 
Yuqi and Pang Zhihong, both 
known to be students. 

“During the hearing, the de- 
fendants made their confessions, 
exculpations and statements and 
their lawyers or relatives con- 
ducted defence on behalf of the 
defendants," the agency said. 

It did not give details of indi- 
vidual cases. 

No mention was made of 
Wang Dan, who heads the police 
list of 21 student leaders and is 
believed to be held in Peking's 
Qmcheng Prison, still awaiting 
trial. 6 


Kohl’s vision of new German military on hold 


BONN (AP) — Germany has 
put on bold for the duration of 
the Gulf crisis plans to remove 
constitutional restraints that 
have limited its military to 
domestic and NATO jobs since 
World War II. 

Although there are various 
interpretations, the constitution 
generally states the military can 
only be used to defend Germany 
or to help protect a NATO ally. 

“The government still intends 
to get this change passed by 
parliament,” said Dieter Vogel, 
a spokesman for Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl. “But it could take a 
while.” 

Kaisten Voigt, foreign policy 
spokesman for the opposition 
Social Democrats, says his party 
and Kohl’s coalition agree there 
will be no moves to change the 
constitution during the crisis. 

“Discussing this now would 
produce a decisively negative 
echo among the populace. Peo- 
ple would see this as a step 
toward participating in a military 
action in the Gulf." Voigt said. 

Germany has not remained 
completely aloof from the crisis. 

Kohl has consented to include 
18 fighter-bombers along with 
planes from Belgium and Italy to 
help protect fellow NATO mem- 
ber Turkey, a frontline state 
against Iraq in the Gulf crisis. 

But Kohl's government has 
ordered the planes be used only 


if Iraq attacks Turkey, and only 
with express permission from 
Bonn. 

Government officials have 
reassured the German public 
there are no signs that Iraq 
would invade Turkey, and prom- 
ised the token deployment will 
not lead to a greater Gulf com- 
mitment. 

Germany also has pledged 3.3 
billion marks (S2.2 billion) in 
financial support for the allied 
forces arrayed against Iraq and is 
sending aid such as armoured 
vehicles specialising in counter- 
chemical warfare, water trucks 
and transport vessels to move 
supplies. 

Some U.S. congressmen have 
criticised Germany as lagging 
behind NATO allies like Britain. 

Kohl has been assuring 
Washington that united Ger- 
many will take on a greater 
global role, and the Gulf crisis 
has made his countrymen in- 
creasingly convinced they should 
not. 

A new survey by the Infratest 
Polling Institute shows the in- 
tensity of German aversion to 
international military involve- 
ment. 

Of 1.936 Germans ques- 
tioned, 75 per cent said Ger- 
many should stay out of interna- 
tional military conflicts, accord- 
ing to Infratest whose survey was 
published Friday by the Sued- 


deutsche Zeitung newspaper. 
The newspaper did not give a 
margin of error. 

According to the survey, 
many said neutral Switzerland 
was the best role model for 
united Germany. 

A constitutional amendment, 
necessary to change the milit- 
ary's function, requires a two- 
thirds majority in parliament, 
and therefore approval by the 
Social Democrats. 

Germans' pacifist inclinations 
are a legacy of the bitter defeat 
they suffered in World War II as 
a result of Hitler's militarism. 
The war's lessons are ingrained 
in the national consciousness. 

That pacifism is reflected by 
an upsurge of conscientious ob- 
jectors — from 7.655 in 1989 to 
13,082 between January and 
November of last year. 

German men above age 18 are 
obliged to perform 12 months of 
military service. They can substi- 
tute hospital work or other types 
of civilian service if they are 
granted conscientious objector 
status. 

Joerg Jost. a Defence Ministry 
spokesman, said the reasons for 
increase of conscientious objec- 
tors are fears of a Gulf war, 
scepticism about the importance 
Of the military with the cold war 
over, and “a general tendency 
against military service.” 

Kohl stresses that Germany 


will never again endanger the 
peace in Europe, but he also 
wants to give the German milit- 
ary more chances to help keep 
world peace. 

The defence minister, 
Gerhard Stoltenberg, has said 
the military should be prepared 
m future years to help resolve 
regional conflicts in Eastern 
Europe. 

Within the German military 
the nation’s most notorious 
asset op until 1945 — there are 
signs of discontent about four 
decades of constitutional con- 
straints. 

, ‘‘WcVe been hiding behind 
tee basic law ” Army Gen. Gerd 
Schmueckle told the Bild 
Zeitung newspaper. “We have 
to watch out that people don’t 
think the Bundeswehr (armed 
forces) is a make-believe army. 
Bonn has to get active. There’s 
no other way.'” 

But any attempts to boost the 
Gennan military face an uphill 
and probably protracted battle. 

borne Social Democrats, like 
Voigt, have said in principle they 
support allowing German troot* 
to take part in U.N. peacekeep- 
ing missions. r 

But the party insists there 
must be a review of what the 
military's role should be before 
the constitution is changed 


Brando’s son 
pleads guilty 

LOS ANGELES iR) — Cb"**® 
ian Brando, the son of Academy ; 
Award-winning actor Marien^t 
Brando, pleaded guilty to voltro^^ 
tary manslaughter io the kflany . .v 
of his sister’s lover. Santa 
ca superior court Judge Robert^ 
Thomas accepted the plea aadv^.- 
said he would bold a sentence,: -^ 
hearing on Feb. 26. Tbe younger. 
Brando had previously plcade &v^ 
not guilty to a charge of murder-; -f : 
in the death of 26-year-old Tafa^ gr 
txan Dag Drollet, and he now 
faces up to 16 years in state .im- 
prison on the lesser charge. D07-:,.. 
puty district attorney Steven \ 
Barsbop told Judge Thomas he.-& 
would ask for the maximum ^ 
sentence. Christian Brando Shot- 
Drollet, who was the boyfriends ^ 
of Cheyenne Brando, after 
two bad a furious argument on - ? 
May 16 last year at Marion 7“'” 
Brando’s $5 million hilltop man- ‘i-_ 
sion overlooking Hollywood- ^ 
Christian Brando admitted fo'-’j;' 
police that he shot Drollet but 7 
said it was an accident as the two . i- 
struggled for a gun. A court - v _ - 
source said DroUet’s parents, 
who are members of prominent-?: 
Tahitian families, had asked to~ . 
be heard at the hearing. V < 

3 chengs squabble : 
over Porsche 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan primal? - 'f ! 
school student Cheng Po-Jen won a 1 ' - v 
Porsche sports car in a radio ; 
station competition. The trouble yj 
is, which Cheng Po-Jen was it? . ,} 

I Three Cheng Po-Jens at the Lin- r 
pien School in southern Taiwan . 

' insis t they entered the contest, 
newspapers said. One of them is* /v 
only 11 years old and the others >:£. 
are also under the legal driving./ i 
age. Even handwriting expert?-'^ ’ 
have been unable to determine-: • 
which Cheng wrote the winning^. 
entry. The boys’ parents hav*ji=p : - 
rejected the radio station’s - 

to sell the $74,000 car and spjg; 
the proceeds, and the ca scjw'~ 
now in the hands of the pohref ~ 
tiie newspapers said. 


Milli Vanilli shard?r 
'Phoney Baloney ’ r 
Award 

RADNOR, Pennsylvania (AP) 

— Milli Vanilli shared TV 4 
Guide’s “Phoney Baloney”." 
Award and were joined bj*0 
Roseanne Barr and Kathie Leer- 
Gifford as recipients of this 4. 
magazine’s annual Zap Awards.: 
TV Guide’s Jan. 5 edition give!* 
1990 Zap Awards to the year’s. - : ‘- 
most memorable botches and 
blunders on television. MilH ■ . 
Vanilli, the duo of Fabrice Mor- “ ' 
van and Rob Pilatus, admitted 
they never sang on their hit 
album and were stripped of their 
Best New Artist Grammy . 
Award, They shared the 
“Phoney Baloney" Award with 
an impostor who convinced 
ABC-TV that he was the actor 
who portrayed Buckwheat in the . 
Our Gang films. The real actor - 
died in 19S0. Gifford got a Zap 

— named for the action of 
changing TV stations by remote 
control — for telephoning her 
syndicated show, “Regis And “ 
Kathie Lee,” from her hospital * 
bed March 22 to report that 
she’d given birth. Barr got zap- 
ped for her screeching rendition 
of the National Anthem at a 
baseball game. 

Murder hits 

record high in U.S. * 

WASHINGTON (R) — Mur- 
ders hit record highs in major 
U.S. cities in 1990 as teenage 
gangs and drug dealers waged 
war in the streets and more and 
more young people turned into 
killers. More than 2.200 people 
were killed in New York City in " 
1990 for a new record, Washing- 
ton set a record of at least 483 " 
killings and Philadelphia, the 
self-proclaimed city of brotherly 
love, had a record 522 killings. 

Los Angeles recorded 59 murders 
by the closing hours of the year, 

100 more than last year. Boston 

set a record of 148 and Houston -* 

Ppuce reported 617 killings, the 
highest since 701 in 1981. Police 
in all those dries blamed drugs 
and guns for the wave of mur- ' 
ders and most also blamed teen- • 
age gang warfare. “Many parts. 
of the city have turned into war -j ' 
»nes,” said a Los Angeles City " 
omaaJ, “mostly made up of • - 
youths, fighting for territory” : 
Police singled out narcotics as - 
the cause of about a third of the - 
murders in many of America's - 
biggest cities. But the most wor- . - 
tying trend was that increasingly 
the murderers and victims were 
youngsters, police in the biggest 
cities added. “There’s a vicious- 
ness out there on the street with 
people with weapons,” New 7 
Orleans police superintendent 1— 1 
Warren Woodfork told the : 
Washington Post. They don’t 
care if they live or die, it seems, 
or if yon live or die.” . t : . 





